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$11,000 was raised by this event. Just shows what
women can do.

PRESIDENT In October a group from my church attended the
VERDELLE ANDERSON Thursday evening worship service at St. Dysmas with

the inmates. This is truly a wonderful experience and

| encourage everyone to take the opportunity to wor-
ship with these men. Rev. Marlin Wangness wel-
ioh, give thanks t o t hecomeseveryonewhocomesand stated thatthese visig
mercy endures forever . otorsonThursdayeveningworship services arethe A f

celebrating Thankoffering Service in our church anc only visitors that many of the inmates ever see.
with coming Thanksgiving, we all need to thank Gou
for all the wonderful gifts and talents he has given
each of us. We also need to remember to share thi
gifts and talents with our fellowmen.

Just received word from National officethat they

are making great reductions in the 2010 budget to
meet the economic situation. Reduction is being
made in staff from 20 to 13 employees. Because of

Since our last newsletter, we have been very birsy. this, some of the national support will be reduced.
July we had our Leadership Workshop at Lu- Please support our national headquarters as there are
theran Memorial in Pierre. This is always a won- SO many needs in our world.

derful time for your conference leaders to join the
state board in training and sharing. If ever asked tc
become a conference off
one who has or is an officer will agree that this is a
great opportunity to learn about our organization an
meet many wonderful ladies.

Looking ahead,the state board and conference coor-
dinators will be meeting in January to start making
plans for next June state convention. As a way to e Vv
cost and time, the planning for the state convention is
done at this meeting and final details are then-com
pleted by board with-enail and phone calls. This

In August | and many of youattended the Lutheran Worked very well in past year and all have agreed it
Outdoors Quilt Auction at Joy Ranch. It was a beai does save our state expenses relating to this.

tiful day with a beautiful outdoor worship service fol In closing | want to wish everyone a Blessed Holi-
lowed by the annual quilt auction. We also had the day Season. We ask God to lead us in helping in
opportunity to tour the construction of the Joy Ranc 0ur many ways to make this world a blessed ex-

and how exciting to see the camp becoming a realit Perience for those who are in want and need. And
to show them that God is with them and will al-
In Septemberl and 42 other ladies and men had the \yays be there for each of us.

opportunity to tour Global Health Ministries and Lu-
theran World Relief in Minneapolis area. Want to
personally thank Connie Larson and Alpha Behrns

for planning and making the trip a success. See ari November is

cle relating to this trip. THANKOFFERING Month
Also in September we had the statewide Bake Sale Remember to collect it.
for Joy Ranch Kitchen Fund. What a success! Ove
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MARGENE THOMPSON MARY ABRAHAM
(continues in office until Feb.
2010)

Dear Sisters in Christ,
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christmi¢!  Write this to you on All Sair
ily bless each one of you, and give you ped&€o- about the Saints in my |ife. !
'_y . you, 9 youp comes to mind very quickly is our mother. My mother (born in
rinthians 1:2 1898) grew up in a wealthy and prominent family in North Caro-
Before coaching or exerting any effort as a leader, lina, when to college (unusual for a woman at that time), but as
ask yourself these 3 questions: she looked around all the women with an education were school-

teachers and fAold maidso. So ¢

. . s
Who am I trying to ConVInCS. end of the rails, which was Lander, Wyoming. She was met there
What do | want them to do_' by her brother and after two days in a wagon pulled by horses
Why do I want them to do it? arrived at his ranch in western Wyoming. She soon met my fa-

As you put part and parcel together from the News ther, a rancher, and that is where | grew up. We were 50 miles

ter, you will find dates for the Synodical Conventiol from the nearest town and 35 miles from the nearest Lutheran

in 2010 and the Churchwide Convention/Gatherinc church. The only Lutherans in Wyoming were Missouri Synod
= and that is the church we joined. We seldom got to church and |

2011. The_ nomlnatlng comr_mttee is already in pray cannot ever remember going to Sunday School but my mother
about their duties of gathering names for the ballot made sure we knew the catechism from memory and there was
for June of 2010Positions to be filled this year are,never any question we were fiLut
Vice President, Secretary, ers was born in November and became very ill and she baptized
two (2) Membersat Large, and two (2) nominating him herself for fear he would not survive and of course baptism
it ! was integral to her theology as a Lutheran. | was baptized in

commitee. . ] ] . church when | was 9 years old and | can remember it well. (I
Also on the bal_lo_t will be Triennial D_elegate NOomI- must have been very healthy as a child!) My mother did not
nees. Each Unit is allowed one nominee for the  agree with some tenants of the Missouri Church, e.g. she was not
2010 Synodical Convention ballol this issue you allowed to vote being a woman, and she did not believe in the
will find the Unit form to fill out and sendtome by ! iteralo translation of the bi
3 31 2010 years old so she was not there when | joined the LCA and later

anuary L . . . . the ELCA as we know it today.

The Synodical President is an automatic voting
member at the Churchwide Conventidn.addition, I know some of you are not in agreement with some of the things
South Dakota is allowed nine (9) more voting mem our ELCA has done this year but | encourage you to work with
b Th il be 18 he S dical ball the church as the saints in our past have done even thought they

ers. h ere W_' e names on the Synodical ba were not in total agreement either. We are united by our confes-
After nine voting members are elected by the mosts i ons and we CAN work through
votes, the next two with the most votes will be altel have to reminisce very much to see the differences in the way our

nates. churches are today and where they were 50 years ago and | for
The nominating committee asks each of you to one think it is great. Two examples are women in the pulpit and

. . L . some of the music we enjoy. Sc
_prayerfully CO”S'O_'er the jefilled experience of serv- yet plan for the future where we can enjoy our diversity and ful-
Ingonthe Syn0d|Cal Board. fildl Godds plan for us .

Conference Coordinators we ask too, that you givt . - dical _ distrib
us names for the Synodical ballet in June, 2010. A few quick notes as your synodical treasurer: As you distribute

h 4 for th L .. your funds at the end of the year try to be especially generous to
Do you have questions for the nominating commit Answer the Call and Lutherans Outdoor Joy Ranch Kitchen.

tee? Thank you again for sending your regular offerings and remem-
Carmel Heyd2291360 cheyd@homefederal.com ber that in February and beyond they will go to your new treas-

Lori Jorenby 7942291 cjorenby@itctel.com urer Darlene Bressan in Watertown. It really has been fun to
Arlene Bich 2756891 habjch@sio.midco.net |S:<, :tzar\r; (ﬁmitla Islookyfoorvyarrd totcl(r)si?]gatr?eli)orolfs rand Egi\?inz e
Delores Johnso8345578 '

> them to Darlene.
Margene, adviso482444amthompson@santel.ne
In His Service, Mary Abraham
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Lidgerwood, ND is about 12 miles north of Claire
TREASURER City, SD (Prairie Coteau Conference) and is 160
DARLENE BRESSON miles from my home in Wecota, north of Faulkton. |
Beginning Feb. 2010 do make the trek south on the weekends to catch up
on the business at home. The winter snows may
Greetings to Women of the ELCA! limit my trips.

Both my children are now in Grad. School. Tom is in
Blessed be! But there are many of our friends, neighbotj shed with his Masterds d
and family who are still feeling the pain of the recession. g first year seminary student at Wartburg Seminary in
And the farmers, many of whom have never seen weath Dubuque, IA. Both of them really enjoy the aca-
|l i ke wedve had this year ,h demicchallenges intheir chosen fields. The dowd ¢

crop out of the field! side is the phone calls home are further apart.
iBe gracious to me, O Godthe OctobeiNTERCHANGE] was quite inter- + 2
day long an attacker oppresses me; my enemiestrample st e d i n the article on p

me all day long, for many attack me proudly. Whenlant i ons rel ated to Churchwi

afraid, | put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praist syre that the Sexuality vote has many W/ELCA units
in God I trust; | shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to wondering how will this vote affect the local unit.

me ? 0 (PHalm 56:1 After reading the article, | really began to look at how
~ . serious this vote is at the local level. As many con-
Al put my trust in you.O gaoatonsdiscuss leaving the ELCA, the women®
we have our back against the wall before we turn to Got 5165 have the task of discussing what their next step
help us? ANot my will Goyjpe Leavingthe ELCA is a very real decision fh
will take care of u§ perhaps not in the manner or at the many churches. The article made some very clear
time that we would choose, but in the manner and at the points, in regards to W/ELCA: 1. If your congrega-
time that He sees fit. tion leaves the ELCA, the unit will cease. All assets
Perhaps we should thank God for the multiple gifts he hi ?re 0 t;e tursnean\éeat(i) %h;r(fhw'ccl)efo/EiL%Aé r26 s
SO richly bestowed upon us, aqd most importantly, His re ELCA. she ml)J/St step down from her position, unless
deeming Grace! My God be with you! Thank God for tF e \vere to join another ELCA congregation, thereby

wonderful, giving women of the ELCA! her service could continue. 3. Women need not be a
member of an ELCA congregation in order to partici-
pate in W/ELCA. The Churchwide W/ELCA Consti-

SECRETARY tution does state that W/ELCA is open to all women
KATHY HEFFERNAN (ELCA or other) who subscribe to the purpose of the
WI/ELCA.
. With all the discussions among church councils and
Greetings from North Dakota! congregations, | know 16
: The golden and red leaves dance wi® h at lom not facing any
joy in the cool autumn winds. | listen to hear the ~92ation take the step away from the ELCA.

geese and cranes as they make their long journeys .

south. School in Lidgerwood, ND has passed the One last thing, | REALLY,REALLY need to have

eleventh week and | the Conference Officer updates and congrega- . .

tional President updates sent to me. | want to

have a revised information booklet ready very

soon.

Send me what you can, ASAP.

Either to: Kathy Heffernan 35338 15%' St., We- 4
cota, SD 57438 orHeffernan@venturecomm.net
fGodds Blessings, Kat hy H
tary

feeling is finally wearing off. The staff and students
are good to work with. They do have some differel
vacation schedules compared to South Dakota. (I\
used to having Native American Day off which they
dondét have in NoDak and
takes a Friday off for opening day of deer season!
dondét know i f that is
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MISSION COMMUNITY MISSION GROWTH

GRACE WANGBERG ARDITH MCFARLAND
Mi ssion Community seems to b eHow timie figs, | knewnthat the oewslatter id o n €
exactly know what to do with ity e s , ACommuni t stermdadut every three mo

termd and so is this MissionLocally there are so many neéds ten three months worth of work and various

so many friends and neighbors are feeling the economic dunchprojects finished since the last one!!! Fall is my favorite sea-
and the stresses of our times is taking its toll on everyBoe. son, but I 6m ready to be done
here is a place our local Women of ELCA can begjillith ing ,weeding and watering. We received wonderful moisture
Christmas approaching this is a good time for your unit to plan tthis summer and fall so we had garden enough for everyone,
help out one or more of the needs you see in your comndunity grass enough for the cattle and forage enough for the grasshop-
do shutins in your congregation need a reminder that they are pers!

still remembered and loved by their fellow church mem-

bers? Maybe your Mission Community person can post remind- Halloween is over, the stores are discounting left over candy

ers in the church bulletin or on a bulletin boaacdW/ELCA and costumes. Christmas trees were up three weeks ago and the
members and others to send a note or greeting, a phonecalloreh el ves are filled with a | ot
short visit, to those who arwWoédtdabteitobgegreatthe mpehd

ings. Maybe simple little plates of cookies or fruits can be pre- centrating on ways of showing and expressing our thankfulness

pared and delivered to shias before ChristmasThis could be a and gratefulness for all the blessings that God has given to us

Unit project, or individuall$ whichever works better for your ~ and provided for us. In | Thessalonians 5:185 Paul tells us

ladies. Outreach can also be to the local food pantry or abuse to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and in everything give

shelter, or other assisting group or place in your community, thanks, for it is Gods will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

whichever works for your ladiedn Jesus hame we can reach  The commentary on these three verses states that our joy,

out, just as Jesus did. May you have a Blessed Christmas sea- prayers, and thankfulness to God should not fluctuate with our

son as you become His hands and feet in your own community circumstances or feelings. Obeying these three comrdainels
Sincerely, Grace Wangber@/lission Community joyful, keep praying, and be thankéubften go against our

natural inclinations. When we make a conscious decision to do

what God says, however, we will begin to see people in a new
MISSIONACTION light. When we do Goddés wil!/

= and thankful. Verse 17 tells us to pray without ceasing but

i B KAREN LINDGREN since we cannot spend all our time on our knees, it is possible
> to have a prayerful attitude all the time. This attitude is built
q upon acknowledging our dependence on God, realizing his

i Greetings from Mission Action: presence within us, and determining to obey him fully. We then

As we are fast approaching the holiday season, | ran atiess  find it natural to pray frequent spontaneous, short prayers. A
reading about being around the ones we love and it reminded npgayerful attitude is not a substitute for regular times of prayer,
that we also need to remember our heavenly Father at this timeboft should be an outgrowth of those times. In verse 18 Paul

year. This is based on Philippians 2: was not teaching that we should thank Godefegrything that
Holiday travel.1 t i s nTéen wtey doswe do it2Vhy cram happens to us bin everything. Evil does not come from God,
the trunks and endure the airport§®u know the answerWe so we should not thank him for evil. But when evil strikes, we
love to be with the ones we love. can still be thankful for who God is and for the good he can
The fouryearold running up the sidewalk into the arms of bring through the distress.

Grandparents.

The cup of coffee we might share with Mom before the rest of thWith all the turmoil in the world, our country, the ELCA, |
house awakesThat moment when, for a moment, everyoneis r e me mber Godoés words to Sol omo
quiet as we hold hands around the table and thank God for famgople who are called by my name will humble themselves and

and friends and pumpkin pie. pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then |
We love to be with the ones we love. will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their

But we also need to be aware that God also loves to be with théand. Whether we sin individually, as a group, or as a nation we
ones he lovesHow else do you explain what he did for ue- need Godés forgiveness to heal

tween him and us there was a distaaggeat spanAnd he
coul dnoHe beaul dnhSothe ddtsametdingialiout My prayer for you, your families, the church, our country and

it. world as we give God thanks and praise for all our many bless-
iHe gave up his place with Gbdgantihmada&aThamkebfvnoghdnmayp
To all a Blessed Holiday Season, Karen Lindgren our wicked ways so God will hear us and will forgive our sins
Mission Action Coordinator, SD Synod WELCA and heal our land.

Sisters in Christ, Ardith
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MEMBER AT LARGE MEMBER AT LARGE
KAREN DIMICK JANET MATTISON
Good Morning!

<. Here in the Black Hills of South Dakota
- <A1 | was just looking at the latest edition we went from Summer to Winter.

= of the "Interchange”. As | look out the window today it is
Interesting article on page 7, pertaining to things th3foWing again for the 4th time this Fall. Moisture is al-
could happemo a W/ELCA unitif a church decides ways good here, but we usually have a beautiful Fall.
to leave the ELCA. based on certain decisions madl am reminded again of this Bible verse: 1 Corinthians 2:5

& our faith should not be in the wisdom of men, but in the
at the Churclwide Assembly. power of GOD! ’

Kathy, in her article, does an “gepth” review of | want to tell you all about th&Vomen's Fall Retreat at
what's in the Interchange articlehope all of you Outlaw Ranch this year. We take turns hosting it and this
who receive the Interchange will read page 7 and year it was hosted by the women's group from Faith Lu-
share it with others in your Conference aMtELCA theran in Rapid City. We had a wonderful speaker on Fri-

units. It is an issue not to be ignored. day evening; _
"God's Guiding Hand and HandiworkShe gave us a lot

to think about. Delicious 'treats’ with coffee were provided
by the host group and a few others. The food at Outlaw

o e . Ranch is always healthy and delicioudove the home-
cific decisions made at Churchwide Assembly, | made brown breads especiallgn Saturday we had a

would suggest that your Women of the ELCA start gpeaer followed by a communion service in the newly

considering what could happen to your unit, efc., remodeled chapel in the barwith Pastor Jeff Rohr.

your church votes to leave the ELCA. We had about 90 women this year with exciting fellowship.
My women's group at Our Saviors Lutheran in Spearfish

| certainly hope that these things will be a matter ofwill host next year, but | invited some tiie smaller

discussion at our Synodical Board meeting in JanuWomen's groups to volunteer to help Tisey did, and

ary. some will bring treats, some will make our name tags and

centerpieces.

So we will start our planning for this after our big Julefest

ecember 5th.

Even though your church members may have not
been fully informed of the implications 8f3 spe-

| am not trying to stir up trouble, but these are trou-
bled times in our church, and we need to face the R
riousness of the implications of certain decisions

. | was unable to attend the Leadership Workshop October
made at Churclvide Assembly. P P

17th, but | did get a full report when | got hom#&'e have
~anew Vice President for our Women's group at Our Sav-
Keep a prayerful temperament about all of the thingsrs this year.She and our Secretary were able to at-

going on in our ELCA at this time. tend. The attendance was a bit lower than usual, but the
workshop was VERY informativelt was very exciting for
Renew, Respond, Rejoice! our new Vice President. | am in my 3rd year as President of

This will be the theme for our 8th Triennial Gather- our group. It is a big job witha wonderful board that sup-
ing, to be held July 47, 2011. The delegates will POrts and helps a loGod's work is always such a

attend July 1213. Plan now to join your sisters fromPl€SSing’.
around the country and the world in Spokane, Was

ington! P\_Nant to remind you all to get involvetbe an officer) in

your women's group as God speaks loud and clear to us
) ) ) when we are in fellowship with other Christians.

Your sister in Christ,

Karen D. Have a Blessed Holiday Season,

In Service to our Lord and Savior,

Janet Mattison, your Member at Large
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. 27 different countries. Lutheran World Relief has provided
September 1617 t”p to Global this service for more than 60 years. All applications for
Health Ministries and Lutheran requests of quilts and health kits are handled by Trevor at
. Baltimore office. After requests have been approved, the
World Relief orders are then filled thru Frank in Minneapolis or the Bal-

timore warehouses. Following delivery and disbursement,
Traveling by bus from Watertown, Summit, Mil- a end report is returned to Trevor. Lutheran World Relief
bank to Minneapolis, there were 43 men and women wireceives their donations with about 2/3 from ELCA and 1/3
attended this excursion which was organized by Conniefrom LCMS.
Larson and Alpha Behrns. Their overhead expense is also less than 10% and
Wednesday we arrived at Plymouth Playhouse ahi is because many of these requests are made to mission
were served noon meal f olpromatsevdo absigstintthle deliveringpand distBbatreofrtben t
Church Ladiesd which was qeilsjaml kits. dNedd is alwalysl a.growing demand for quilts
On Thursday morning, the group was split with and they are also in great need for the health kits.
half the group spending half the day at Global Health  They stressed the importance of making the quilts the cor-
headquarters/warehouse and the other half at Lutheranr e ct si ze of 600 x 800, warn
World Relief. very important as the recipients then feel equal if all quilts
The group was then served lunch at Global Healtine of equal size. The quilts have many ughsy may be
headquarters and spent the second half day on the tourgased for sitting on during day, hanging over a doorway to
The following are a few notes on what we learned and e&eep the rain and cold out, and warmth at night.
perienced on each tour: Health kits should include correct number and
Global Health Ministries i which is in Fridley, now has items as requested. A good reason for this if government
a very serviceable building of 18,000 sq ft. Rev. Tim Ivanade an inspection and something additional was included,
son, executive director, explained their program which this could stop the whole shipment from delivery. Another
serves the health needs and programs for 29 needy coueason is that they want the recipients to feel equal and that
tries. Their overhead cost is less than 10% which is maeach fill receive the same in their kit.
possible by the many volunteers that come to help on We toured how the quilts are inspected, refolded,
Tuesday thru Thursday each week. Following a very ineompressed into bales of-3B quilts, metal strapes to se-
teresting tour of the many departments, we then had ancure and then put in plastiiber bags. Each bag weighs
opportunity to be part of the volunteers serving that dayabout 130 pounds. They are then loaded in 40 foot con-
The volunteers do the unpacking of items received, sorttager which will hold 280 bales for shipping. Freight cost
and inventorying. All items and kits are inspected and averages $5,000 per container. Average delivery i4 3
then repackaged and put into inventory. Example, the weeks.
group | had worked with worked with the MidWife Kits. The employees at Mpls. warehouse receive about
The kits are inspected so each includes the correct item800,000 pounds of quilts and health kits each fall, 600,000
and are then are repacked. The kits are then packed inpounds in spring and additional thru out the year.
boxes, sealed and labeled to number of kits in that box. Funding is always needed for the shipping and the
We were very impressed with the very efficient operatioadditional funds come thru tliroject Comfort Fund 1
which is led by a few paid employees who do an excellesftlivering gifts of extraordinary love to a hurting world.
job of supervising the many volunteers. We were also An interesting fund raiser which has been used is a
impressed by the many donations from individuals, hosuilt Blessing Sunday where the finished quilts are dis-
tals, nursing home, etc. which come in. Once they haveplayed over the pews. They then pin an envelope to front
been sorted, repacked and put in their inventory, they a each quilt, stating that to deliver this quilt it will cost $2
then ready to be shipped to the many needed countries3aand request that members contribute for shipping by put-
the requests come in. Shipping is a very costly item anding funds in these envelopes. Thought this was a great
they do a very excellent job of filling every available idea of how to get the message out to our church members.
space in each shipment. Special thanks to Dr. Paul and Connie Larson and Al-
o _ _ pha Behrnsfor organizing and making this trip possible.
Lutheran World Relief i The warehouse in Mpls. in-  The message we received was the need is there and they

cludes Frank who has been manager and owner of the gnpreciate everything our churches and members contribute
warehouse since 1976 and has 5 employees. Their preggie many needs.

building was built 7 years ago. Brenda Meyer, director
from Baltimore headquarters was there to greet us and 8s+1 Verdelle Anderson

sisted in the tour. In 2008, 455,798 quilts were shipped to
Pictures on page 12
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TODAYOS DRE

TOMORROWO6 S R
Mardella Bieber

LAMP MINISTRY
Jeanne Johnson

Quilts for The Lutheran Center in
Pine Ridge

I hope all of you are aware that there has been a call for ] i

quilts from Pastor Karen Rupp at the Lutheran CenteratGr eet i ngs from LAMPé who
Pine Ridge.. There was an email sent to all the Pastorsi@hr i st t o the ends of the
the Synod telling about the need. Pastor Pat, our pastorthankful to the many women (and men) who inter-

St. Paul in Bowdle, brought it to my attention. Sincelwag e ded f or LAMPOS summer m
planning to go to Rapid City for the State Cross Country to you that God is faithful! Reports are flooding in

Event, | gathered up 5 boxes of quilts from Java, Hosmeg h a3t prove Godés Word i n
and Bowdle with the intent of dropping them off at Woya+,4t return to me empty, but will accomplish what |
ton and attending their Saturday evening worship serviced esire and achieve the pu

Things did not go exactly like that. | got the flu (just stom; - )
ach type not respiratory) and the quilts got there throughASIde from the fact that this year we had one of the

the kindness of a young man who lives in Rapid and hapP'99€st turnouts of children, and that we had more

pened to be in Bowdle visiting his parents last weekend. Volunteers involved in ministry, and that more people
_ _ _ _ in the communities stepped up to help, and that there

This chain of events gave me an idea. Many, if not all, ofyere more youth being reached; aside from all those

our units make quilts for LWR. Each of our Conferences,ignderful statistics, the fact remains that cannot

organized to collect these quilts and ship them off to M e e how peopleds heoayts h

neapolis and from there all over the world. Maybe we God can do that. We continue to pdawith faithd
could organize something on a much smaller scale to ge{hat eyes would .be opened, and earngould be un-

quilts to Pine Ridge and Woyatan. There is a need for
quilts every year. | think most of us are very willing to  St0PPed, that hearts would be forever changed as the

keep some of our quilts for those in need around us. Thé&irst Nations people across northern Canada realize

problem usually is how to get them there. Maybe we codfggt God loves them, Jesus saves them, and the Holy

have a gathering spot in each conference once a year arf8ipirit desires to live and dwell in them.

ship them to Rapid. Northern Plains has been doing some- . _

thing like that at the Fall Workshop for the last couple of AS & testimony to the thingse have seen God dog

years but have limited it to one quilt per unit because of thave developed a short devotional study especially

problem of getting them to Woyatan or Pine Ridge. for women. AfGodos Spirit
R _ available on our websitéttp:// _

16d like to see (maybe?) lempMihiSuS.br§/Bevdti8idredimsdosozSe ¢’

ies in each conference work on something to accommod%a\;.’6 Perhaps God is calligguto become involved
getting more of our quilts to people in our own state who. h Co X
e ministry of LAMP. If so, now is the perfect

are sorely in need of them. As we make, package, and dhi . .
these quilts we pray that someone will find comfort in eadiTe t0 Set up a team, or join an existing team. Please

one and reassurance of the love of our Creator. Ithinkiccalk-we 6d | ove to chat with
would be very good to have our quilts carry these messag
of caring to people around us.

es
eanne Johnson

Director of Communications

I am glad that our quilts got there even i f | didno6t
sorry that | did not get to interact with the congregation and
learn more about their mission. | did learn that Pastor Larry
Peterson who retired from his position in Pine Ridge is now
serving as interim pastor at Woyatan. | also learned that
there are worship services on Saturday evening and Sunday
morning, that there are meetings of the Prayer Watrriors,
Drum members and quilters every week. (They have all

that info on their answering machine.) Maybe some other
time | will actually get there.
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1. Wages are low. South Dakota's hourly pay is at the bot-

BREAD FOR THE WORLD tom of the nation, with Mississippi's. A large portion of our

population are people with no extra cash for more tax. Our
Cathy Brechtelsbauer Christian calling is to defend these our neighbors.

2. It would be unfair to lowand middleincome families.

I. You need to know: FOOD TAX RE- State and local taxes already use up a bigger portion of their
FUNDS MISS MOST LOWMINCOME  income than what higher incomes pay.

HOMES. 3. Higher sales tax would raise the cost of living. In South
This news is appalling. South Dakota's Dakota, sales tax raises the cost of food, heat & lights,

food tax refund program now reaches shoes, phones, car repairs, baby food and diapers,....

only 630 homes in our whole state, lessPlease help steer South Dakota away from a sales tax in-
than 1% of all lowincome households. crease.

What's going on? Help speak up for those who cannot afford a higher cost of
1. The homes with food stamps, even partial allotmentdiving. Advise state law makers that sales tax should not be
were dropped this year, but many thousands are still elallowed for new city projects. Even very worthwhile pro-
gible. jects should be built over time as funds other than sales tax
2. The big reason: Rebatigpe programs for lovincome are available, or use other funding options. South Dakota
people are inherently ineffective. This was already should be reducing the tax on food and heat, not raising it.
known from years of South Dakota's tax refund programlready, in South Dakota every year, the money people pay
for low-income senior citizens and citizens with disabilifor food tax is enough to feed their family for three weeks.
ties. If you don't know your state legislators, you can ask your
No matter how simple the paperwork, lémcome people county auditor. Or, mail your letter to Bread for the Warld
are missed for a multitude of reasons. They (and now &€y PO Box 143, Sioux Falls SD 57101, or email ity
middle-income families) have many stresses and time bread@breadrising.orgnd we can pass it to them for you.
consuming issues. They lack financial advisors keepingn your letter, include your address so we can determine
them signed up for available benefits. Many don't find which state legislators represent you. Your phone number
out, or think it is not for them, or are embarrassed to gaatould be helpful also, for clarifications.

the grocery store with a state debit card. Many are ill, Note: Bread for the WorldSD takes no position on whether
mentally incapable, emotionally distraught, or simply a new event center is built or any special project. Just don't
dealing with the crises that come more often the lower ask hungry children or the elderly or disabled or other strug-
the income. Let's face it, juggling several jobs, childrengling people to pay for it.

and trying to manage on too little income can be over-

whelming enough to miss out on a lot of what life has téll. MORE WAYS TO PARTICIPATE IN ADVOCACY to
offer. help reduce hunger and poverty near and far:

So far, there is no way to accomplish such tax reliefas#és. An i mportant service is s
needed- unless it is automatic. What would be auto- have enough. It is a Christian calling to share our gift of in-
matic? Cutting the tax itself. The benefit would miss nofluence on behalf of people in need. To join Bread for the

one. World, call 2800-82BREAD.

[Feel free to contact me with questions or ideas on thisB. For anyone willing to make contacts to state legislators

topic. There is more info than fits here.] on behalf South Dakotans in need, an Advocacy Project is
jointly sponsored by Bread for the Woi&D and the board

II. New threat: SALES TAX MIGHT GO UP ALL of the Association of Christian Churches of SD. To join this

OVER THE STATE. This would RAISE the tax on foodemail network, email to me your name, address, & phone.

and other necessities. Together we can make a difference in the lives of hungry

What's going on? Even with low pay and widespread people.

hardship, there is a movement afoot to allow cities newCathy Brechtelsbauer, SD Coordinator (volunteer) for Bread
sales tax for new special projects. In Sioux Falls, a grofqr the World

wants new sales tax to pay for a new event center very605-335-6222, ryebread@breadrising.org

fast. They have spread the idea of higher sales tax to
other cities. But there are other options, that would no
affect basic necessities. For example, thelbmsatd ATTENTION CONFERENCE SECRETARY
booze tax, could raise local funds, just not as fast. Or | Please send conference address updates to
other options. ; ;

Why not allow a sales tax increase? (Any of these wol Kathy Heffernan Immedlately'
be reason enough.)
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. of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
Ca”ed |nt0 One BOdy through him. 0-17. Col ossi ans
Assembly decision demands time together ( Bi shop Hanson stated #Al in
Written by Verdelle Anderson thoughtful, prayerful conversations about what this

means for our life together. It is absolutely important
for me that we have the co

After the Churchwide Assembly, many of our
members are struggling with decisions made by atishop Hanson ended his oral report with these words:

national delegates. Note that these ministry policieSye i na | | y meet one anot h
votes were made by our delegates and not our leggy disagreements but at the foot of the cross, where
ers. God is faithful, where Christ is present with us, and

If you or your members have concerns, please tak§ere. by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are one in
time and read Bishop Mah%i St - Hansonoés remarks

which he gave to Churchwide Assembly after the gjshop Hanson then closed with the following prayer
ministry policies vote. You may find thisinthe \wnhi ch | feel pertains to e
September Lutheran or gowavw.thelutheran.org  ang holy, mysterious and merciful, we meet this day at
The following are excepts from that message. the foot of the cross, and there we kneel in gratitude and

Bi shop Hanson wrote #fl3a% q;.)é)ur@\éeéoy]edltlshsprﬂqgh.tf}pl(ﬁ;youd{vg%du.t
my 23 years as a parish pastor and how different$'Y€ the life of your son so that we might have life in his
would go into various contexts. Gathering with a 1@Me: Send the Spirit of the risen Christ that has been

family or people who had just experienced loss ofPreathed into us. May it calm us. May your Spirit unite

who perhaps were wondering if they still belonged! S -~ May 1t continue to ga
or felt deeply that ones to whom they belong had A M€ n O .

been severed from them, | would probably turn to
these words: fiWwho is td¢ Dr Salpou visits from Cameroon |St
sus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the October 12. in Watertown
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. ’
Who will separate us from the love of Christ?...
(Romans 8:3485, 3839).

Bi shop Hanson then confinues dAlf | were goinlg in
a family, group or community that had always won;
dered if they belonged and suddenly now had re-
ceived a clear affirmation that they did and the di-
viding walls and feelings of separation seem to

have dropped awaythat would be very different.

| would probably read these words: oBut now i|n
Christ Jesus, you who were once far off have beer
brought near by the bl ogod of Christé.In himi|the
whole structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord;..(Ephesians 213, 21

22). Eugene and Mary Weerts were happy to have time to

Bi shop Hanson fAThen | ghéreowtgDr.tDanievBhl@ot, the nmedicalhdivest@ of they o
groups were toget her ?. Health BystenvoéthesElahgelicat Luthdaran €hurghooti r -
selves with love, which binds everything together @ameroon (EELC). Dr. Salpou is the sadaw of Sa-
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ ruletou Marthe, the former directrice of the Femmes Pour

in your hearts, to which indeed you were called inChrist (Women for Christ) our sister organization in

the one body. And be Camerook fEugene and Naty spehtéirheanvCameroon
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the nameith both Satou Marthe and Dr. Salpou.
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