
SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL                                       

  

For those who were not able to join us at the 22nd An-

nual Convention of the South Dakota Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran, I would like to give you a brief 

report. 

The convention was held at First Lutheran Church in 

Mitchell on June 12-13.  The church just completed a ma-

jor addition and it is beautiful!  We want to thank the la-

dies and staff for their wonderful hospitality. 

Friday afternoon started with 4 awareness workshops 

which included: Called to a Global Perspective by Kris 

Brugamyer our national representative; Parish Nurse by 

Lori Jorenby; Safe House of Mitchell; and The Cycle of 

Socializiation by Mardella Bieber and Margene Thomp-

son.  The awareness groups were very well attended and 

we thank the leaders for putting in their time and effort for 

these educational presentations. 

The Friday evening included a beautiful musical presen-

tation by Pam Engelland and what a God given talent she 

has.  We were then honored to have Mary Mortenson of 

Prison Congregations of America and Rev. Marlin Wang-

ness of St.. Dysmas of South Dakota speak of their work 

and ministry.  This was followed by a very enlightening 

Bible study given by Rev. Constanze Hagmaier, co-pastor 

at Trinity Lutheran church of Madison. 

Saturday morning  started with Worship Service with 

Communion with Rev. David Astrup and message given 

by Bishop David Zellmer.  After the service, Bishop Zell-

mer took the opportunity to update the ladies with news 

from the Synod and also answer any questions they would 

have.  We look forward to having the Bishop with us each 

year. 

The balance of the day included Joy Ranch Update by 

Pam Walton; Answer the Call by Kristi Lee; and messages 

from our Mission partners. 

During the business meeting, election of new officers 

included Verdelle Anderson, president; Karen Lindgren, 

Mission-Action; Grace Wangberg, Mission-Community; 

Ardith McFarland, Mission-Growth and Darlene Bresson, 

treasurer.  Nominating committee members elected in-

cluded Arlene Bich of Crossroads and Delores Johnson of 

Crossroads. 

We also want to thank the many exhibitors who took 

time from their busy schedules to be a part of our conven-

tion.  This is always helpful when the ladies have an op-

portunity to visit with them. 

Our Silent Auction for Joy Ranch Kitchen was a suc-

cess!  We had donations of 112 items which were bought 

for over $3,000.  This is a fun project and these proceeds 

are going towards our Joy Ranch Kitchen fund. 

Thank you to the following ladies who have served as 

officers the past 4 years- Marcia Heinje, Darlene Jervik 

and Vivian Westgard.  Mary Abraham will also complete 

her 4 year term as of 1/31/10.  These ladies gave much of 

their time and talents and love for our organization.  They 

will also tell you that it is a great experience and encour-

age others to take the opportunity to be a part of the lead-

ership in this organization. 

The evaluation forms gave very good comments for the 

board to review.  The majority like the 1 ½ day convention 

which we will continue.  They also would like additional 

awareness groups and this we will try to do also.  Many 

other suggestions will also be considered.  If you have fur-

ther comments, be sure to contact an officer with these. 

I know those attending the convention were fulfilled 

and met many new friends.  If you werenôt able to at-

tend, please join us at next yearôs convention.   
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 Every true friend is a glimpse of 

God.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 

  As we have had the changing of some of the offi-

cers, it seems like a new year has begun on the Synodical 

level.  We met in Storla to do a summary of the Synodical 

Convention, read your evaluations (with intentions to 

make some changes), welcomed the new officers, made 

plans for the Officers Workshop and looked into the future 

for upcoming events such as Winter Board Meeting and 

Synodical Convention 2010.  

 It was good to be in Mitchell for the Convention 

and enjoy First Lutheranôs beautifully redone facility and 

their warm hospitality.  It was good to be part of women 

from all over the state that truly have a gentle and bold 

heart for each other.  How blessed we are to be in this gen-

eration of knowledge and the ways and means to be a 

blessing to others.  

 As we look forward in our planning, I ask you 

also to look forward.  Next year at the Synodical Conven-

tion in Vermillion we will be voting for delegates to repre-

sent SD at the Churchwide Convention/Gathering in Spo-

kane WA in 2011.  I will repeat this in future Newslet-

ters.  Let me also say the ballot will include: Vice Presi-

dent, Secretary, and two Members-at-Large.  It sounds like 

a broken record, but please give some thought to doing 

yourself a delightful favor by serving on the executive 

board.  

ñTry it you will like itò. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 

As June has ended the summer seems to be flying 

by.  Hope you are enjoying it as much as I am.  Our con-

vention in Mitchell was one highlight.  Thank you to all 

the hard working Mitchell ladies that hosted us so wonder-

fully. 

Iôll give you an update on the convention finan-

cially as although we receive an offering at that time many 

units send theirs in by mail.  (And if YOUR unit has not 

sent in a convention offering please consider doing so at 

this time.) 

The total convention offering to date is:  $6634.00  

(Divided between churchwide Women of the ELCA. Prison 

Congregations of America, and Answer the Call) 

The total love offering in cash: $615.00 

(Divided between Mitchell Safe House and Mitchell Food 

Pantry) 

The total registration for the convention was:  

$4969.00, which reflects 141 paid attendees plus some oth-

ers that only bought meals. 

The total collected from the Joy Ranch silent auc-

tion was:  $3132.00  (Wow!) 

Thank you all for your wonderful generosity! 

One last item.  Although you elected a new treas-

urer at the convention she will not take office until Febru-

ary 2010.  So please continue to send all monies to me as 

you have for the last 3 ½ years. 

I am excited to be the new Treasurer for 

SD Women of the ELCA and am looking 

forward to meeting everyone.  To tell you a little about my-

selfé 

 My husband and I live in Watertown, and God 

blessed us with 2 daughters, both grown now ï one lives in 

California and one lives in Worthing, SD.  We have 4 won-

derful grandsons and 1 beautiful little granddaughter, and 

we love to have them visit.  We are members of Grace Lu-

theran Church in Watertown, and my husband is the custo-

dian at Grace.  I am a member of the Altar Guild and the 

Management Committee at Grace. 

 I grew up in Minnesota, and we moved to South 

Dakota 15 years ago and have lived in Bridgewater, Huron, 

and now, Watertown.  I have a BS degree in Business Adm. 

from SMSU with a minor in Accounting.  I am an Area 

Specialist for USDA Rural Development, and cover the 

northeast corner of South Dakota.  I help communities fi-

nance major projects such as water or sewer improvements, 

fire trucks, community centers, etc, so I may have met 

some of you in my work!   

 I am also one of the founders of Watertown Area 

Homes of Hope and am currently serving as its Chair.  

Homes of Hope is a faith-based, non-denominational or-

ganization that provides hope and help to those in need.  

We help families meet their basic needs for adequate hous-

ing, food, and other services, so they can become self-

sufficient.  Weôre still in our first year, so weôre still learn-

ing and growing and trying to find Godôs plan for us. 

 In my limited spare time, I love to help my husband 

in his flower gardens, as well as sewing and counted cross 

stitch.  And now!  SD Women of the ELCA!   Thanks for 

your vote of confidence!  I will do my best to serve you 

well! 
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At the recent Synodical transition meet-

ing I was asked to remind Conference 

reporters to please send updates of any 

changes to your address lists. 

Please send them to me ASAP.  My e-mail address is: 

Heffernan@venturecomm.net   and my address is: Kathy 

Heffernan  35338 153rd St., Wecota, SD 57438 

In the July, 2009 issue of The Lutheran, I read several arti-

cles that I thought reflected, in how Lutheran churches can 

become immersed in the spirit of multiculturalism.  The 

articles can be found on pages 18, 20, and  24. 

 I believe that planning  a cross ï cultural journey at 

our churches and in our own lives can be a wonderful ex-

perience. 

 The article on page 24 concluded by presenting 

eight ways to start your journey. 

1.  Pray:  Thank God for this chance to expand your hori-

zons 

2.  Plan Ahead:  Learn something about the new culture 

3.  Be present in the moment:  Open yourself to be pre-

sent and receive ï and simply be with the people. 

4.  Travel light :  Let go of old messages and stereotypes 

5.  Be a good ambassador:   When youôre out in the com-

munity, remember that itôs your visit, but itôs their home. 

6.  Travel with friends or family :  Gather several people 

from your congregation to begin a relationship of mutuality 

in a new partnership. 

7.  Expect goodness:  Isnôt it amazing how often we find 

what we are looking for? 

8.  Keep a journal: take photos:  Take good notes on what 

God has shown you on your tripðabout yourself and oth-

ers. 

 What is multiculturalism?  Multiculturalism is 

about being open and responsive to various cultures.   Our  

communities are changing and the church can become a 

multicultural community by recognizing diversity and unity 

as a gift from God to us. 

 If you have the time, please take a look at these 3 

articles.  I hope the articles will enlighten you as they did 

me. 

When I think of Mission Action it always 

reminds me of Dorcas in the book of Acts 

who sewed and did good for the poor.  I look forward to 

serving as your Mission Action Coordinator and know that 

together we can make a difference in the lives of many peo-

ple across the world. 

My husband is a Pastor, we have lived in Mission 

Hill for the past 3 1/2 years.  I lived in California for 33+ 

years, and worked as a church Secretary for 18 years.  We 

have two grown daughters and two grown granddaughters.   

Our daughter, Rhonda  is married to Greg Caton and has 

two daughters, Alison and Leah and lives in  Lake Ste-

vens, Washington, and our youngest daughter Melissa is 

married to Charles Schoneboom  they have no children, 

they live in Springfield, Missouri.  I have served as 

WELCA Vice President, President, currently serving as 

the President of our local WELCA.   At present I am 

Thrivent Financial Chapters Treasurer. I also do our 

churches newsletter every month.   I am looking forward 

to the challenge of this new responsibility and pray that 

God will guide me so that I can do a good job as your Mis-

sion Action Coordinator. 

 

This is my first note to you on behalf of  SD 

Synod Mission Community, so I ask your prayers for 

Godôs guidance as we share our concerns for lives we 

touch in the greater community of Godôs people.      

As to my earlier life, I grew up on a farm in east-

ern South Dakota, attended a one room rural school, and 

Sinai High School.  I graduated from SDSU. My husband 

and I have two sons, one daughter and five of the best 

grandkids.       

I was blessed to grow up in a family where reach-

ing out to brothers and sisters across the globe with  Godôs 

love was part of family life.  Real life missionary stories 

and Mother Goose rhymes were both active ingredients in 

my childhood.  This unlikely combination helps me to ask, 

ñWhy am I here, Lord?ò  and ñWhere do you want me to 

go now, Lord?ò   As I am learning more about the many 

outreaches included in  Mission Community I am finding 

more answers to these questions.   My local congregation 

and Women of ELCA are an important part of my life, and 

give opportunity to reach out to this small community, as 

Jesus said in Acts 1:8, when He gave instructions to his 

followers to ñbe my witnesses in Jerusalem (home town), 

in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earthò. 

During the next few months I look forward to 

sharing with many of you as we explore together ways we 

can all reach out and touch lives for our Lord.   Sharing 

information and learning about specific needs within Lu-

theran Outdoors, Answer the Call, The prison Ministry, 

and so many other outreaches will challenge us to Adven-

ture with a real purpose.      

May God bless each one of you in a very special 

way.---Grace Wangberg  
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Romans 8:28  Kings James version   "And 

we know all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the called ac-

cording to his purpose."      

    This is the theme for our Synodical Leadership Work-

shop that will be held at Lutheran Memorial in Pierre on 

July 24 & 25. Since Romans will be our 2009-2010 study, 

we thought this would be appropriate.   

    This verse has come to mean so much to me after the 

sudden death of our 20 year old grandson one year ago last 

May. I purchased a book, "The Promise" by Robert J. Mor-

gon, that was written on just that verse. I have read it at 

least twice and parts of it many times. The author explains 

why the word "ALL" in Romans 8:28 is a HUGE word. 

"ALL  things work together for the good.........." NOTHING 

IN OUR LIFE CAN EVER BE OUTSIDE THOSE THREE 

LETTERS: A.L.L.  There are no exceptions. That little 

word draws a circle that encloses every detail of life. Every 

tragedy, every trial, every teardrop, every burden, however 

deep, every problem, however complex, every day whether 

cloudy or sunny. Romans 8:28 is a promise that morphs us 

into resilient cheerful people, whatever our temperament. 

Even our failures can become enriching and our sins can be 

redeemed!      

     "If it is in your BIBLE, it should be in your mind and 

heart."  I have been blessed to have a wonderful Christian 

neighbor lady who taught many friends and neighbors the 

how and why of studying our Bible.  We have had a Bible 

study group going for over 40 years so you would think I 

should know a lot, but I don't!  I just know how important 

God's word is to me and if I can share my love of the Word 

with others then maybe God can use me. This is why I have 

served as the Mission Growth person for my circle, our 

board, the Bear Butte Conference and now the Synodical 

Board. When the board met to plan the workshop, we read 

through all the evaluation sheets that were filled out at the 

convention. Many asked for more Bible study, more meat 

and less milk! I am excited to hear more about the Faith 

Initiative and hope to have more information about 

this Bible study by workshop time.     

     Maybe I should introduce myself; I am Ardith 

McFarland, your new Mission Growth person for the South 

Dakota Women of the ELCA. It was a hard-fought election, 

but since no other names were submitted, I won! My hus-

band, Gregor and I have been members of Grace Lutheran 

in Sturgis for approximately 45 years. We have two sons 

and three daughters, five grandsons and five granddaugh-

ters. We live on a ranch that my husbands' great-

grandfather homesteaded in 1878. I came from a long-time 

ranch family east of Sturgis, so we both grew up in the  

 ranching business. It's a great way and place to raise a 

family, working, playing, and praying together. Our two 

sons and one daughter live close, so we enjoy having our 

grandkids near. I love to garden, raise flowers and quilt in 

my '' spare" time. I am looking forward to working with 

the women on the Synodical board and getting to meet 

the Conference Mission Growth leaders at the workshop 

in Pierre. I know from past experience that I will receive 

far more than I can give.  

Take a look at Paul's Letter to the 

Romans:  "To God's Beloved" 
This is our 2009-2010 Lutheran Women 

Today Bible study.  The Bible Study is written for us by 

Rev. Dr. Sarah Henrich.  See our May, 2009  Women of 

the ELCA INTERCHANGE newsletter for more exciting 

details on this Bible Study series. 

       We had full agenda  for our Synodical Convention 

this year, "OUR POWER COMES FROM GOD" - 

WHAT A GREAT REMINDER!!! It is always such a 

blessing' to hear a sermon from our Bishop Dave Zell-

mer.  He reminded us we have strong hands from 

God,  Zechariah 8:13 and we as women of the church 

must use them. 

      I got to spend some extra time with our Churchwide 

Executive Board Member, Kris Brugamyer.  She lives in 

Dickinson, North Dakota and I related to some of the 

feelings and beliefs.  We were both born in Minnesota, 

and live in the Western Dakotas - time zone.  We were 

both about an hour behind the rest, (Mountain Time) so I 

got to bring her to and from the hotel to the Church con-

vention sight.  Kris explained to us some of the workings 

at Churchwide and all the church missions and activities 

she is involved in.  God just flows from her talks and vis-

its.  I learned a lot from her soft-kind spirit.  I attended 

one of her workshops where she reminded us what 

a great group of Spiritual Leaders we already are and can 

become, as Sisters in Christ doing His work here today. 

       The new Synodical board met on Friday, June 19th, 

to plan the LEADER'S WORKSHOP  in Pierre, July 

24th.  Please be sure all of your Conference Officers at-

tend  this event to be confident in their position on the 

Conference Board, so they can each share this informa-

tion with the Unit Officers. 

        Again I want to thank you all for allowing me to 

receive the "blessings" of serving on our South Dakota 

Synodical Board for the past few years.  I have one year 

left and I want to encourage you all to consider serv-

ing.  It is truly a blessing. I have received so much more 

than I have been able to give. 
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Convention Post Script. The story that I told at the 

WELCA convention in Mitchell about missionaries and 

headhunters in the Philippines was a true one. Dr. Frank 

Laubach was a missionary there, he did connect with tribal 

leaders, he was able to record their oral language (using a 

phonetically based alphabet) and he did teach young men 

how to teach others how to read and write (using our alpha-

bet). You can read all about it in the correlated reader that 

concludes Skill Book 4 in the Laubach Way to Reading Se-

ries. Our motto is still ñEach One Teach Oneò (minus the 

threat ñ...or Iôll cut off your head...ò) and we are still organ-

ized into Councils. His reading program was so successful 

that he was invited by heads of state around the world to 

come and develop literacy programs in their countries. That 

earned him the title of "Apostle to the Illiterates." Please 

contact me if you would like to become a certified tutor. 

 

While preparing for the Synodical Convention we 

started work on our first Powerpoint presentation for 

Church Literacy. Itôs still a work in progress. It was so 

much fun to do that we plan to make a fuller version of it, 

which will hopefully be ready in time for the annual meet-

ing of the South Dakota Literacy Council, which will be 

held in Deadwood during the South Dakota Humanities 

Councilôs Festival of Books, October 2-3. If you have any 

photos (old or new) of a literacy event  that was held in 

your area, please send them to me, along with the names of 

the people in the photo so that we can obtain permission to 

use their images in our presentation. 

 

With the financial assistance of a grant from the 

South Dakota Department of Labor, the SD Literacy Coun-

cil was able to provide tutor training workshops this spring 

in Brookings and Hot Springs. We appreciate all of the ef-

forts of the East Central Literacy Council and the Hot 

Springs Literacy Council in hosting those events. 

 

My maternal grandparents learned to read and write 

English through church programs in Chicago. Did you 

know that many rural churches in that era provided ESL 

lessons  through summer Bible Schools for new immi-

grants?. That tradition still continues. Weôre thankful for 

the many English as a Second Language volunteers who 

still work with current immigrants. Thanks be to God for 

all of your help with so many different kinds of literacy 

projects. If they canôt read the words, they canôt read The 

Word. 

For more information you can reach Sally at 
(sallyh@brookings.net) or phone number (605-692-5560) . 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

KAREN DIMICK 

 

 

"Where are you going"?  "Where are 

YOU going"?  "I'm going to Spokane, 

WA for our 8th Triennial Gathering 

in 2011!" 

  What's this all about, many of you are won-

dering?  Well, I will try to give you, at this time, a 

brief idea of what this is all about. 

  July 14-17th women from all over the United 

States, its' territories and some foreign countries will 

be gathering in beautiful Spokane, WA for this very 

special event of the Women of the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church. 

  As your Triennial Gathering Promoter for the 

South Dakota Synodical of the Women of the ELCA, 

I will be sending out much more information about 

this, as it becomes available to me.  In November the 

Promoters will be gathering in Spokane for training, 

so I will have much more to share with you after that. 

  Right now I just want to let everyone know 

this is coming up in 2011... seems like a long way off, 

but not really!  Hopefully I will have a little more in-

formation when we gather in July for our Synodical 

Leadership workshop, in Pierre.  Then you, as confer-

ence officers, can start doing some promoting 

in your conferences, at your Fall workshops. 

  This is all I have to share at this time.  Much 

more will be forthcoming in the months 

ahead...leading up to, hopefully, a busload 

of enthusiastic, energetic, spirtually motivated 

"Sisters In Christ" traveling to Spokane, WA!  ---To 

share our love of Christ with other "Sisters In Christ" 

from many different places! 

  One thing I would like to share with 

you, from a special website:"If you fear that God has 

no great plans for you, and you are looking for signs 

and wonders to confirm His presence, just stop and 

look in the mirror and you will see one of His greatest 

miracles"! --- Bob Perks 

Shalom! Karen Dimick, Triennial Gathering Pro-

moter.  

Sharon Starks, 206 W. Maple St, Harrisburg, SD 

57032   starks.sharon@hotmail.com  PH: 214-4140 

  

LITERACY CHAIRMAN  

Sally Hillner 

WOMENS PRISON MINISTRY  

Sharon  Starks 

mailto:sallyh@brookings.net


Page 6                                                               SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL                                              Volume XVI I I  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. International development assistance - critical for a safer, more just world.  

Since the last newsletter, a bill has been introduced in the US House of Representatives that would get the ball rolling on 

reforming US foreign assistance, HR2139. Many churches brought letters to the Synod Assembly for the Love Offering 

urging Rep. Herseth Sandlin to co-sponsor this legislation and to Senators urging them to work for reforms in the Senate 

too. What does HR2139 do?  

1. Requires the president to develop and implement a comprehensive National Strategy for Global Development  

2. Requires the president to develop and implement a rigorous system to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness and effi-

ciency of U.S. foreign assistance  

3. Requires that both American taxpayers and recipients of U.S. foreign assistance have full access to information on 

U.S. foreign assistance  

4. Repeals several outdated provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961  

 

It seems like a no-brainer. It would help make our foreign assistance more effective, using the funds already available. 

You can urge Rep. Herseth Sandlin to sign on to HR2139 by calling her office 202-225-2801 or writing her at this ad-

dress: Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, US House of Representatives, Washington DC 20515  

 

II. In South Dakota, there's good news & bad news for the poor.  

Some good news will mean more food on families' tables:  

Å The state legislature voted to lift the ban on food stamps for people with drug felony convictions. Only this one type of 

conviction had such a lifetime ban. Please help spread the word, so that those who need to know may find out they are 

now eligible.  

Å Participants in the food stamp program (now re-named SNAP) will have less paperwork. Rather than monthly, most 

reports will be due every 6 months. This should eliminate the long-standing exasperating problem when income doesnôt 

really change but the number of paychecks per month changes in months with 5 Fridays, and then two months later the 

family loses all or most of their food stamps.  

Å Unemployment eligibility will now be figured on more recent earnings, which will allow more workers to get help. Un-

til now, the most recent 3 to 6 months earnings have been left out of the consideration.  

Some bad news will mean less food for some:  

Å In the last days of the legislature, a conference committee inserted new limitations on who can get food tax refunds into 

a bill about something else. The program missed most low-income families before, and now even fewer will benefit. The 

most grave injustice of the change is dropping the families with partial allotments of food stamps. Now a working family 

with only $25/month in food stamps, paying full food tax on all their other food, cannot get the refund. We did not real-

ize legislators were doing this, so we were unable to weigh in on it. Frustrating! It wouldn't have been quite so bad if 

they had used the money to reduce the tax on food, but they left struggling people to pay the same full sales tax on food 

and used money from the refund program, over half its previous funding, to help balance the state budget.  

This is another illustration of the need for South Dakota to get the tax off food. Few places have tax on food, because 

food is such a basic necessity for life, and taxing it takes food off some tables. Every year the money people spend in 

food tax in South Dakota is enough to feed their family for three weeks.  

 

Jesus calls us out of our comfort zones to bring comfort to the poor and needy. He said we would find him there. An im-

portant service in his name is speaking up for those who donôt have much of a comfort zone, like people struggling to 

put food on the table. It is a Christian calling to share our gift of influence on behalf of those in need. For more info, 

www.bread.org, 1-800-3637BFW  

 

This info is from Cathy Brechtelsbauer, SD Coordinator (volunteer) for Bread for the World  

605-335-6222, ryebread@breadrising.org 

    

BREAD FOR THE WORLD   

Cathy Brechtelsbauer  



            In spite of the difficulty in making the decision 

to no longer serve youth at Woodfield Center in Beres-

ford last January, the transition went smoothly and the 

youth are being served well at other locations. 

 The youth who were served at Woodfield were 

placed in LSS residential programs in other locations, 

foster care, and other youth programs.  Many Woodfield 

staff were able to accept other positions within LSS 

while others received severance pay. As for the Norwe-

gian Fjord horses, they stayed within the ñLutheran fam-

ilyò and have found a new home at Joy Ranch.  Luther-

ans Outdoors purchased the horse equipment and con-

tinue to keep LSS updated on the status of the new colt, 

Sven. 

 LSS kept the 20 acre campus of Woodfield Cen-

ter and continues to maintain the building and grounds 

including the cemetery.  140 of the agricultural acres 

were sold to the Beresford farmer who had previously 

rented and farmed the land. 

 As LSS continues its mission to serve, the future 

of the former Woodfield Center is on hold.  LSS hopes 

to operate a new program on the campus, possibly in 

partnership with another organization.  However, current 

economic conditions are prohibitive to developing new 

programming in that location now. 

 The closing of Woodfield Center is a sign of 

changing times for LSS residential programs.  South 

Dakota is placing fewer and fewer youth in residential 

psychiatric treatment programs and group care.  The 

new direction of youth care is focusing on early inter-

vention and community based services ï involving the 

whole-family in counseling to try to keep the youth at 

home when possible.  Keeping the youth with family has 

been proven to achieve the best outcomes.  LSS is striv-

ing to serve the youth that require the residential treat-

ment although reimbursement payments are not keeping 

up with costs.  Many of these youth face co-occurring 

disorders and need intense care.  This is not happening 

just in South Dakota; this is a nationwide issue. 

  Today, we ask you, as Women of the ELCA, to 

be an ambassador for Lutheran Social Services.  Be a 

witness to your community of the work that LSS does 

for our state.  Let LSS know of any concerns that arise 

in your congregation or community.  We welcome con-

versation and are always willing to visit your home  
 community. Thank you for your continued support 

through your in-kind and financial gifts.   
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 Please keep the youth and others served by LSS and 

our staff in your thoughts and prayers. 

For questions or comments, or to schedule a speaker from 

LSS for your congregation, WELCA group, or other organi-

zation please contact Beth Massa at 605-248-0477 or 1-800-

260-1439. 

 

God's Work. Our Hands. Is It Time?  

 
Newly confirmed members of the church have responded to 

this question: Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God's faithful 

people, to hear the Word of God and share in the Lord's sup-

per, to proclaim the  

good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve 

all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 

justice and peace in all the earth? (ELW 237)  

 

Another way of expressing that is to say: Are you going to 

continue to be about God's Work? God's Work. Your Hands. 

It is, also, a vivid reminder to those of us who have faint 

memories of confirmation that God's work  

continues to be in our hands. More than that we are not alone. 

Weôre in this together; together we can do great things. God's 

Work. Our Hands.  

 

We have the capacity and ability to work for God now; we, 

also, have the ability and opportunity to support God's Work 

even after our days on earth are ended through a gift in our 

wills. Imagine the possibilities. A gift from me, from you, 

from others ... soon add up to  

have a tremendous impact. Just as the old campfire song re-

minds us, ñIt only takes a spark to get a fire going;ò it only 

takes a simple act to make a bequest, a gift in a will. That, 

too, is God's Work. Our Hands.  

 

I am inviting you to do what I and a growing number of 

South Dakota Lutherans have done. If you want more infor-

mation about charitable gifts and joining others in this work, 

call me. Iôd like to hear your story and share a bit of mine.  

 

Godôs Work. Our Hands. Kurt Osborne 

Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota 

osborne@augie.edu   1 800 653 9520 
  

LSSðWOODFIELD CENTER  

Beth Massa 

LUTHERAN PLANNED GIVING  

Kurt Osborne 

mailto:osborne@augie.edu
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 Greetings from Answer the Call!  First off, 

thank you for your hospitality and allowing me to 

spend some time with you at your annual convention 

in Mitchell.  Hats off to the ladies involved in the 

planning of the event and to the women hosting from 

Mitchell, a lot of work goes into pulling an event like 

that off and you certainly did a great job. 

 A couple of facts that I think you should know: 

    South Dakota leads the country in the number of 

people we send to seminary. 

    We currently have 50 people in seminary from 

South Dakota. 

    South Dakota leads the country in the number of 

scholarshipôs our seminarians receive. 

 Everyone that has supported Answer the Call 

has played a part in making this happen.  This cer-

tainly includes the SD Synodical Women of the 

ELCA.  In 2006, you passed a resolution to fund a 

scholarship endowment of $150,000 over five years.  

As of May 31st, you were just shy of $50,000.  We 

thank you for your continued support to this pledge.   

 As we think about the future for Answer the 

Call, we will continue to support scholarships and 

keep our tradition of identifying and encouraging 

young people to consider a call to ministry.  We are 

also going to be focusing on attracting and retaining 

the best and brightest first call pastors back to South 

Dakota.  Some of the ways that we plan to support our 

First Call Pastors is through: 

   Theological Education for a minimum of 3 years; 

   Ongoing support through mentoring and leader-

ship development for a minimum of 3 years; 

    Assistance with debt reduction; 

 We are in the process of cultivating gifts to 

fund this initiative.  If you would like to learn more 

about Answer the Call, please contact me at 605-553-

8268. Again, thank you for your continued support for 

Answer the Call! 

Together in Service, Kristi Lee, Director of Develop-

ment, SD Synod  605-553-8268 

The school is necessary.  The school is a very important 

thing in my life.  At school I have learned many things for 

example, sewing, embroidery, knitting even how to read 

and write. 

We want to keep in touch and say thank you for all that 

you have done and for all that you continue to do.. 

Doudou Assoumaou  (A student) 

We come through this letter to thank you for your positive 

answer that we received.  We are very satisfied and grate-

ful for all that you make for us.  Here are some lines that 

we make for the Womenôs Centre: 

The cutting and sewing we learn the various patterns 

of dresses 

The embroidery we learn the various stitches on fabric 

The knitting we learn the basic stitches to make pull-

overs and tablecloths 

The religious education helps us to understand the 

contents of the Bible 

The nursery lessons we learn how to hold the baby 

and how to feed them 

Food hygiene we learn the variation of the meals, the 

various food and nutrition for the body: 

The family economy we learn to establish the budget 

and to maintain a home 

The morality we learn to be polite, kind and gentile 

The care of fabrics, the various textiles and the origin 

of them 

Sports to help with physical development 

There it is in some lines that the girls learn at the 

Womenôs Centre.  In brief we give a religious, 

psychological moral social training to the girl who 

is the woman of tomorrow. 

That God blesses all what you make to the children. 

Missa Esther  Director of the Womenôs Centre 

 

ANSWER THE CALL  

Kristi Lee  

LETTER FROM CAMEROON  

This letter is from a Student at the Womenôs 

centre telling us how much our donations for 

the school fund means to her. 
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You can participate in St Dysmas of South Dakota 

as a donor, volunteer, or in other capacities. To make ar-

rangements to attend a worship service or to participate in 

the development or growth of a ministry site at the facility 

of your choice, please call the St. Dysmas of South Dakota 

office in Sioux Falls at 605-338-1735. 

You can also have someone to speak about St. Dys-

mas or supply preach for your church (anywhere from East 

to West in the state of South Dakota), by contacting St. 

Dysmas of South Dakota. Speakers are also available for 

WELCA, Church Council meetings, etc.  St. Dysmas of 

South Dakota is a Mission Partner congregation and dona-

tions can count toward your Missions Support to Synod. To 

make a tax deductible donation to the ministry, please send 

your contribution to: St. Dysmas of South Dakota, 1300 E. 

10th Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57103-1779 or go to 

www.stdysmas.org and click on "Give." 

For additional information about St. Dysmas of South Da-

kota, please call 605-338-1735 or visit us on our website at 
www.stdysmas.org. 

 
 
 

This summer 46 teams will travel 

miles and miles across northern 

Canada to teach Vacation Bible 

School, hold sports camps for older youth, and bring 

Christian encouragement to adults in remote areas.  

Volunteers from the United States and Canada, sent 

through the ministry of LAMP, build relationships and 

share Christ with First Nations peoples.  It would be 

wonderful to have a team from South Dakota become 

involved! 

Please pray for LAMPôs summer ministry!  The Har-

vest," LAMPôs new devotion booklet, written by Rev. 

Michael R. Ruhl, Center for United States Mission, 

contains seven devotions and includes suggested 

prayers for volunteer teams, communities and staff 

who are involved in the ministry of LAMP. "The Har-

vest" is great for individuals, women's or men's 

groups, churches, and others who have a heart for mis-

sions in remote areas of northern Canada. To 

download your copy, go to LAMPôs website: 

www.lampministry.org or phone 1-800-307-4036.  A 

limited number of hard copies are available. 

ST. DYSMAS 
OF 

SOUTH DAKOTA  
Rev. Marlin Wangness 

Changed My Life 

By: Tom Mason Jr.  SDSP 
I remember the day I came to this place 

And how it felt walking through that door. 

The place seemed really dirty, 

With dust piles upon the floor. 

 

I made a couple friends, 

Though I hadnôt been here long. 

One asked me to come to church 

And consider joining in their song. 

 

I said, ñOkay, Iôll go.ò 

At least Iôd get out of my cell. 

I didnôt know what to expect, 

So I thought, ñOkay, what the hell.ò 

 

When I walked into the chapel 

I knew right from the start 

St Dysmas was very different, 

And it changed and touched my heart. 

 

My life made a change 

Right from the very first night, 

God has entered in, 

No longer must I fight. 

 

I look forward to Thursday night, 

Itôs the highlight of my week. 

God, love, and the friendship 

Is what I have come to seek. 

 

And now that I feel like a veteran, 

I have been coming for quite a while, 

When I walk through those doors 

I always have to smile. 

 

The people are always nice 

And theyôre happy just to be 

With us to praise and worship God, 

As though it was meant just for me. 

 

Theyôve taught me how to pray, 

In these very pews I have knelt 

And prayed about this very life 

And all the things Iôve felt. 

 

I have finally seen the light, 

Jesus has shown me the way. 

And I want you all to know 

You are in my heart to stay. 

 

Thank you, God. 

LAMP MINISTRY  

Jeanne Johnson 

http://www.stdysmas.org
http://www.stdysmas.org
http://www.lampministry.org/
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Leadership Workshop ï July 24-25 at 

Lutheran Memorial in Pierre  
This is the annual workshop for the conference offi-

cers to get with the state board in a training ses-

sion.  The conference officers are given information 

as to their office role in their conference.  This is a 

great opportunity to learn from fellow members and 

take these ideas back to their conferences.  We will 

also hear a message from Women to Women, lady 

prison ministry, a Bible study and many other re-

ports.  If you a conference officer, mark your calen-

dar and join us.  If not able to attend, send someone 

to take your place.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ñChurch Basement Ladiesò are com-

ing to Sioux Fallôs Washington Pavilion.  November 

1 at 2 p.m. with group discount rate of $26.80 per 

ticket.  This is being sponsored by Congregational 

Outreach and Liturgical Arts of Augustana Col-

lege.  If you would like to organize a group and want 

further information, please contact Kate Campbell at 

Augustana.  Her e-mail is kate.campbell@augie.edu 

or you may call her at 605-274-4396.  

Joyce Cunningham  Audrey Erickson 

Betty Hair   Sharon Pedersen 

Mildred Saboe   Darla Singsaas 

LUTHERANS  

OUTDOORS 
Karen Kraus 

QUILT AUCTION & JOY RANCH  

CONSTRUCTION 
Sunday, August 24th 

 You are ALL invited to a very exciting year for the 

20th annual LO Quilt Auction!  We will begin our day 

with tours of rising-out-of-the-prairie Joy Ranch Old 

West Prairie Town, followed by a 12:30 outdoor wor-

ship service and a 2:00 quilt auction.  Those attending 

Synod Assembly got a "sneak peak" at some of this 

year's beautiful quilts, and we know there are more to 

come.   We will have pictures of the quilts on our 

website www.losd.org  on July 27th so please check 

them out.  The LO Quilt Auction is LO's largest an-

nual fundraiser, with all proceeds going to support 

Outlaw, Klein, and Atlantic Mountain Ranches, NeSo-

Dak, and Joy Ranch.  The South Dakota Women of 

the ELCA donate 80 -100 quilts each year - amazingly 

generous gifts that have raised $346,852 over the past 

19 years!!!!!!  Thank you, Women of the ELCA! 

 Joy Ranch construction continues to progress.  Cur-

rently, half the buildings have been framed with the 

rest soon to follow.  It is now really taking shape - it is 

very, very exciting!  Please stop in if you are in the 

vicinity - don't forget to look for our 8 Norwegian 

Fjord Horses - and one new baby (Sven), a gift from 

Lutheran Social Services - Woodfield Center. 

 The South Dakota Women of the ELCA have now 

raised $133,381 for the Joy Ranch kitchen.  Pam 

Walton, Joy Ranch Director, was thrilled to receive a 

$2,000 check at the recent convention, only later to 

learn that the Silent Auction had raised another 

$2,900!  Thank you to each of you who contributed 

and/or purchased auction items!  You are truly a bless-

ing to our ministry!  

Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota 

2001 S Summit Ave 

Sioux Falls SD 57197  1-800-888-1464 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS  

THAT EXPIRE BEFORE NOVEMBER 1 AND 

WILL NOT RECEIVE THE NEXT ISSUE  

ANYONE can receive a copy of this newsletter by  
e-mail at no charge.  Please send your name and e-mail 
address to Lmbirk@itctel.com.  This will be in PDF for-
mat so that you can open it if you have PDF, which I will 
instruct you in downloading a free copy when I send the 
newsletter out.          
You can also find this newsletter on the internet at: 
http://www.sdsynod.org//   At the top of the page, posi-
tion your curser on óCongregations & organizationsô, 
then click on WELCA on the drop down menu.   When 
this page comes up, click on the SD Synod WELCA 
newsletter.  

ATTENTION CONFERENCE SECRETARY  

Please send conference address updates to 

Kathy Heffernan immediately. 

mailto:kate.campbell@augie.edu
http://www.losd.org
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Dates to remember:  

Women of the ELCA 8th Triennial Convention 

and Gathering  at Spokane, Washington, July 

2011- 

Karen Dimick will be our Triennial Gathering Pro-

moter for this coming convention and gather-

ing.  Read Karenôs article in this newsletter and 

watch for future articles pertaining to this.  There 

were over 2,000 women attending the past gathering 

in Salt Lake City, Utah and many of those are return-

ing for this gathering.  Start planning and saving now 

for this coming event. 

 

PASS IT ON!!  

This SD Synodical Newsletter is published to inform 

Women of the ELCA of the SD Synodical happenings, 

activities and opportunities with the Synod. 

The newsletter is published four times a year:  February, 

April, July and November. 

Please share this newsletter with your congregational 

unit officers: 

President_________      Vice President___________           

Secretary_________       Treasurer______________         

Mission Growth_______   Mission Action__________        

Mission Community_________ 

 Anyone can subscribe to this newsletter for $5 per 

year.  You will receive four issues.  Due dates for 

article are Feb. 1, April 1, July 1, November 1. 

Name___________________________________ 

Mailing Address:____________________________ 

City, State & Zip_____________________________ 

Make your check payable to SD Women of the 
ELCA and mail it with the above information to: 

Mary Abraham , 31425  472nd Ave..  Elk Point, SD 
57025 

Send Address changes to Lucille Birkholtz,  
42341  193rd St., Willow Lake, SD 57278                              
PH: & Fax:  605-625-3765                                             
E-mail: LMBirk@itctel.com 

2009-2010 Synod Officers  

PRESIDENT: Verdelle F. Anderson  PH:605-785-2190                 
E-mail:verdelle@itctel.com  528 W. Lake Drive, Lake Norden, SD  
57248-  1st year, 2nd term ( Crossroads advisor) 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT:Margene Thompson, PH:605-248-2444  
E-mail:amthompson@santel.net  39141 240th St., Letcher, SD   
57359  
  2nd year, 1st term (Prairie Rivers advisor) 
 
SECRETARY: Kathy Heffernan,  PH:605-324-3638 
E-mail:heffernan@venturecomm.net  35338  153rd St., Wecota, 
SD 57438 
 2nd year, 1st term (Northern Plains advisor)    
 
TREASURER:  Mary Abraham      PH:605-356-2549                     
E-mail:abraham@valyousat.net   31425  472nd Ave.,  Elk Point, 
SD  57025       Treasurer until Feb. 2010  
 
TREASURER AFTER FEB. 2010:  Darlene Bresson  PH: 605-
886-0785    E-mail:minnie@wat.midco.net    621 S. Lake Dr.,  
Watertown, SD  57201   1st year, 1st term  Prairie Coteau Adv. 
     
MISSION ACTION:  Karen Lindgren  PH: 605-665-2686   210 W. 
3rd St., Mission Hill, SD  57406 
E-mail:  krl@svtv.com                                                            
    1st year, 1st Term,  Southeastern advisor 
                                                                                     
MISSION GROWTH:   Ardith McFarland  PH:605-347-3153 
E-mail:triplecreekranch@msn.com      21546  Ricard Rd, Sturgis, 
SD  57785     1st year, 1st Term   Bear Butte Advisor 
                                                                                     
MISSION COMMUNITY:   Grace Wangberg, PH: 605-826-4382 
E-mail: jgwang@itctel.com  PO Box 64, Sinai, SD 57061 
      1st year,  1st term   Medary Advisor 
                                                                                 
MEMBER AT LARGE :  Karen Dimick, PH:605-726-3171 

E-mail: klcoyote98@midstatesd.net 35732  270th St.,  
Platte, SD  57369    

2nd year, 1st term  (Prairie Rivers advisor)  
                                                                                     
MEMBER AT LARGE: Janet Mattison PH: 605-641-4307   E-mail: 
mattisonj@spe.midco.net  206 Vermont  Street,  Spearfish, SD  
57783 Bear Butte Advisor 

 2nd year, 2st term (Bear Butte advisor) 
                                                                                          

LITERACY CHAIRPERSON:   Sally Hillner PH:605-692-5590   
E-mail:sallyh@brookings.net 

505 Minnesota Dr.,  Brookings, SD 57006 
 

�7�2�'�$�<�6�¶�6���'�5�(�$�0���7�2�0�2�5�5�2�:�¶�6���5�(�$�/�,�7�<������Mardella Bieber   

PH:605-685-6984  E-mail: dmbieber@abe.midco.net  PO Box 266,  
Bowdle, SD  57428 
Margene Thompson: E-mail:amthompson@santel.net 
39141 240th St., Letcher SD   57359 
 
NEWSLETTER:  Lucille Birkholtz        PH & FAX:605-625-3765   
E-mail:LMBirk@itctel.com    42341 193rd St,   Willow Lake, SD 
57278 

 

 

 

 

Please remember, all addresses MUST be your 
mailing address , some of you have 2 addresses, a 
physical address (street or 911) but I have to have 
your mailing address  to insure that your newsletter 


