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 President Report: 

Happy Easter to each of you!  

Ephesians 4:11-16 tells us for Christ to live 

through us and love through us, we must love 

God, learn of Him, love each other, and build each 

other up in the Lord.   This is what each of us are to 

do in our daily lives raising our families, through our 

work, in church, our community and the world.  As 

our world continues to go through some very tough 

times, we must remember that God is always there to 

lead us, donôt worry, the best is yet to come. 

In February I attended the national presidents meeting 

in Chicago and what a wonderful experience.  In 

working and visiting with the other synodical presi-

dents, the staff and the special speakers, we were all 

enlightened and came home enthused to continue our 

womenôs work here in South Dakota.  We learn so 

much by visiting with others and sharing each of our 

experiences.  Again, South Dakota Synodical does 

very well and this is because of the work and contri-

bution of our ladies. 

I recently saw the movie ñNew in Townò which is 

about small town living in New Ulm, Minnesota.  

The basis of the movie was how small towns look out 

for each other and support their community.  This is 

so true in small towns and in South Dakota. 

Have you marked June 12-13 on your calendar?  I 

and your synodical board are very excited about the 

upcoming 22nd annual synodical convention.  It will 

be held at First Lutheran Church in Mitchell.  They 

have recently put a beautiful addition on their church 

and are anxious to share their facility with us.  Friday 

afternoon will offer four workshops which you may 

choose from.  Following the evening meal, will be 

music, speaker and Bible study.  Then Saturday 

morning we will open with worship service led by 

our Bishop David Zellmer.  This will follow with 

business meeting, speakers, dinner, a message from 

our national representative and other mission part-

ners.  Convention will close with coffee at 4 p.m.  

Because we know that many of our ladies are very 

busy with work, etc, this year we are starting Friday 

afternoon and ending Saturday afternoon.  This will 

also give the ladies an opportunity to bring their fami-

lies with and enjoy Mitchell.  Why not stay an addi-

tional night and do some sightseeing. 

Silent Auction for Joy Ranch Kitchen Fund - Back 

by popular demand, we will again have the silent auc-

tion at the June 12-13 state convention.  This was en-

joyed by the ladies last year and we raised $1,500 

plus for the Joy Ranch Kitchen Fund. 

This is the way it works:  We are asking donations 

from each conference of 2 items (or more) with sug-

gested value of $10 or more.  These items will be dis-

played starting Friday afternoon and ladies may make 

bids of each item of their interest. The bidding will 

then close on Saturday at 1 p.m. prior to afternoon 

session.   It is best to have donated items on display 

starting Friday, if possible.  The high bidders will 

then be announced at close of convention at 4 p.m.  

Put on your ñthinking capsò and bring an item which 

you know the ladies will enjoy.  Suggestions of items 

we had last year were quilts, jewelry, scarves, wine, 

jams, jelly, Christmas tree skirt, table runners, vases, 

dishtowels, etc. 

What a fun way to bring home an item and give a do-

nation to a very worthwhile project. 

Plan now to attend our Synodical Convention and 

why not invite a friend to come with.  Everyone is 

busy but here is an opportunity to learn more about 

your organization and the work we do.  Plus it is al-

ways fun to get away and spend some enjoyable time 

with friends.  See you in Mitchell! 
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The SD Women of the ELCA live 

boldly, love boldly, and give boldly.  

As you embrace your ministry and 

reach out to others you are indeed do-

ing as Christ asks of each of us: feed the hungry, give 

water to the thirsty; welcome the stranger, clothe the 

naked, care for the sick, and visit those in prison.  

Your hands are truly doing Godôs work. 

You have heard me say many times, one of my favor-

ite parts of the annual convention is reading the Mis-

sion Action report.  It is beyond believing how much 

is accomplished in one year throughout the 253 con-

gregations in South Dakota.  The gospel is pro-

claimed! 

And, the nominating committee asks you to boldly 

embrace and extend your ministry to include an of-

fice with the SD Women of the ELCA.  At this writ-

ing names are still needed for the ballot.  Please pray 

about accepting the challenge of making a life chang-

ing experience in your life and join women that help 

ñmake a differenceò in Godôs world. 

Names are needed for the ballot: treasurer, Mission 

Action, Mission Community, Mission Growth and 

nominating committee.  Be receptive to the call. 

As March's Lion sends us in to the 

anticipation of April's warm Spring, 

I'm looking forward to the greenness of new life. 

Enclosed in this newsletter you will find the registra-

tion form for the Synodical State Convention.  The 

mailings that contain all the pertinent information 

about the convention are scheduled to go out in the 

next couple of days.  The unit Presidents are receiv-

ing them, so be looking for this packet. 

Finally I'd like to remind everyone to please update 

your unit officers and conference officer lists and 

send those updates to me.  

Have a Blessed Easter. 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings and Godôs peace be with you all.  The 

Women of the ELCA of South Dakota-thatôs you!-

have been most generous in their giving this year even 

though the country as a whole has experienced some 

down times.  On behalf of Churchwide and the SD 

synodical women I thank you. 

Some numbers that might interest you:  You gave over 

$56,000 to churchwide for Thankofferings.  You gave 

another $22,500 for other projects of churchwide.  The 

synodical gave over $35,000 to churchwide.  These 

numbers which total over $100,000 represented about 

5% of total giving to churchwide and we in South Da-

kota are only 1 of 62 synodicals or about 1.6% of the 

total. 

These numbers do not reflect the incredible generosity 

for programs right here in South Dakota like Joy 

Ranch, St. Dysmus, Lutheranôs Outdoors, LSS, An-

swer the Call and many, many more.  Weôll have to 

wait for convention and the Mission Action report to 

get the full picture.  I know it will be great. 

Now a challenge from churchwide.  They are asking 

us to double our giving this year.  Thatôs probably not 

realistic but if your unit could only give a few more 

dollars each month or quarter that would be reflected 

here.  If you give a percentage of offerings just in-

creasing the percentage a point or two would be good 

or if you give a set amount maybe another few dollars 

could be added.  Thank you again for all you do.  

What a joy it has been to serve as your treasurer these 

last few years. 

Sincerely in His Service, 
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SECRETARY 
KATHY HEFFERNAN 

TREASURER 

MARY ABRAHAM  

VICE-PRESIDENT 
MARGENE THOMPSON 

I goofed, sorry about that!  In February, when I was 

adjusting the mailing list to bring in all of the new 

Presidentsô names and remove those out of office, I 

worked hard to get it ótogetherô.  Then when I pushed 

the óbuttonô to send it to the printer, I sent the old ad-

dresses.  So this mailing should be correct for 2009, if 

not, please contact me.     Lucille 



    It seems like as we write these letters 

for our Spring Synodical Newsletter 

we should be looking at sunshine and 

Daffodils.  Here in northeast SD we are in the middle 

of calving season with reports of a two day blizzard on 

the way.  We continue to pray for the people of Fargo 

and the Red River Valley as they struggle with flood-

ing.  We do need to be thankful for the moisture that 

we have been blessed with. 

    The Love Offering for the Synodical Convention in 

Mitchell on June 12 and 13 will be divided between 

the Mitchell Area Safehouse for victims of domestic 

abuse and the Mitchell Food Pantry.  We visited the 

Mitchell Area Safehouse during our winter board 

meeting and the staff there provides a wonderful ser-

vice to the people in need.  I have attached their needs 

list below. 

Mitchell Area Safehouse & Family Visitation Center  

Needs List 

Hair Conditioner & shampoo        Toothpaste 

Personal hygiene products        Deodorant 

Womenôs razors and shave gel      Lotion  

Cleaning Supplies-Windex, 409,   Clorox Wipes,  

Disinfectant spray,                        Toilet Cleaner 

Lg Size Diapers (4-6)/Wipes         Pull Ups 

40/60watt Light Bulbs               Garbage Bags 

Batteries (AA, 9V, C, & D)       Paper Towels 

Pack ôN Play (for shelter use)       Wash rags 

Stroller (for shelter use)       Hand Soap  

Phone & Gas Cards                       Mops/Brooms 

Murphyôs Oil Soap        Coffee 

Alum. Foil/Ziploc Bags               Flashlights 

Bath & Hand Towels       Cooking Utensils   

Laundry Soap & dryer sheets     Alarm clock   

Cookware/Bake ware                   Snack items  

Dish Towels & Rags                  Plastic ware 

  

    The Food Pantry at Mitchell can use any nonper-

ishable food or pantry items.  I know your generous 

gifts to either of these organizations will be greatly 

appreciated. 

    Make plans for your donations to the Silent Auc-

tion.  This was a fun way to increase our support to 

Joy Ranch as we bid on these items last year.  It is ex-

citing to see what is contributed.  Each conference is 

to bring 2 items and more are welcome. 

    I have received only 2 of the Conference Mission 

Action reports.  These were due on March 31 so 

please send them to me as soon as possible.  Hope-

fully the new spread sheets will make these much 

easier for you to compile.  If they work out maybe we 

can forward them to local Mission Action coordina-

tors that have email access for use next year. 

    May God Bless the Work of Each of You and may 

you Rejoice in the Gifts of Our Lord during this 

Easter Season. 

Love In Christ, Marcia Heinje 

 

 

 

 

We are all anxious for spring to ñreallyò 

come!  We pray that the waters will re-

cede before much damage is done. 

A few bits of information: 

Mark Wagner, former director of An-

swer the Call, had a heart attack and is 

in critical care in Sioux Falls.  Please continue to pray 

for Mark and his family during this stressful time. 

Kristi Lee has been named the Development Director 

of the SD Synodical, which includes Answer the Call.  

Her position begins April 1, and you can reach her 

through the Synodical office at 605-274-4011 or 

klee@augie.edu.  We hope to meet her at the Synodi-

cal Convention in June. 

Joy Ranch is showing progress.  My husband and I 

went out to look, and there is a lot of underground 

work done and we think the walls will come soon.  

We passed a resolution to give $200,000.  At this 

time $130,126 in pledges and cash has been received.  

185 units, circles, conferences and the Synodical 

WELCA, plus a number of individual gifts, have 

been received.  We can do this!! 

In the April issue of Lutheran Women Today (page 

15), there is an advertisement about hosting a celebra-

tion of World Fair Trade Day with Lutheran World 

Relief on or around May 9.   It sounds like fun to me.  

Check it out at lwr.org/fairtrade. 

Earth Day is April 22.  There is information on the 

internet.  We are called to be good stewards of our 

land. 

Hope you have good weather for your Spring Gather-

ings and that it is a meaningful day. 

See you in June, at Mitchell. 
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MISSION ACTION 
MARCIA HEINJE 

MISSION COMMUNITY 
VIVIAN WESTGARD 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good!  His faithful love endures for-

ever.  Psalms 107:1  

 It is time to be thinking about our summer 

Bible Study.  It is titled "Mary: A Woman for All 

Seasons".  

 The study was written by the Rev. Christa 

von Zychlin, who is serving with the ELCA Mission 

in Hong Kong, China, with her husband, Wayne 

Nieminen, Pastor Christa has long been fascinated 

by Mary, the mother of our Lord, as a source of 

spiritual friendship and empowerment for women of 

all cultures and ages.  

Session 1:  The Annunciation 

    What is it like to be on the brink of womanhood 

and then to be visited by a messenger of God?  What 

is youthful spirituality all about, that season of sur-

prises, and hopefulness and a certain naive courage 

to take on big: God -sized projects".  

Session 2:  Kinships, Friendships and Holy En-

counters 

    We will look at two instances of intergenerational 

friendships and blessings, the time when the teen-

aged Mary takes off running to visit her menopausal 

cousin Elizabeth, and the moment after the birth of 

Jesus, when Mary and her family are blessed by eld-

erly folks in the temple.  

Session 3:  Mary among the Disciples 

    Mary may well have been a widowed single 

woman when she is called to a new role as a mature 

leader in the early church.  We will look at the 

poignant moment when Jesus entrusts his beloved 

disciple into Mary's care along with a final glimpse 

of Mary joining the disciples in visioning and 

prayer.  

       This sounds like an interesting study so hope all 

of your groups are enjoying the Bible Study we have 

now and the one coming up.  It is so interesting to 

study in groups as some bring up a thought that I had 

never discovered or in a way I had never thought of. 

      I hope a lot of you are planning to be at our Syn-

odical Convention in Mitchell in June.  We are hop-

ing that by having it on Friday and Sat. that more of 

the working women will be able to attend.  At that 

convention we will have a display of The Lutheran 

Woman.  Til June then, God bless you all.  Shalom! 

 What a blessing winter has 

been.  We did receive the moisture we 

so badly needed here in western South 

Dakota. Our lakes and streams are nearly full again. 

We just did not need it all in the form of snow. But 

you all know, God is in control of all that.. 

 We have a wonderful-spirit filled Spring Gath-

ering planned for April 25th for our Bear Butte Con-

ference. Trinity Lutheran Church Women in Rapid 

City will be our hostess this year.  You all come ... 

 I have contacted several motels in Mitchell for 

our Convention in Mitchell, June 12th and 13th this 

year.  I have rooms already booked for the board and 

our speaker at the AmericInn. Call if you want to stay 

there  (605-996-9700).  They gave us a rate of $60.00 

+ tax. 

Other motels that I have talked with are: 

Comfort Inn, I-90 Exit & Hwy 37 

1-800-221-2222- about $72.00 a night 

Day's Inn, I-90 Exit & Hwy 37 

605-996-6208- about $75.20 a night 

Best Western Motor Inn, 1001 S. Burr 

605-996-5536- about $49.99 + tax per night 

 We hope to see you all at our convention this 

year. "The Hidden Hand of God" will be with us 

throughout the event. 

  Gracious healing God,  we praise you for the 

life, death, and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ. 

In your name we pray. Amen 

ñTraveling Basketò or ñBasket Ministryò- The first lady 

will fill the basket with some of her special items. (example 

ï cookies, sauces, candy, bread, bars, garden items, etc.).  

She brings this to Sunday morning church, put on table 

near entrance where members may take an item and leave a 

donation in envelopes marked ñBasket Ministryò and put in 

offering plate.  Then next volunteer will take basket home 

and bring back next Sunday with something of their special 

items.  A list of volunteers can keep this Basket Ministry to 

continue for10 weeks or more.  The church that did this, 

used the proceeds of this offering as a gift to Lutheran 

World Relief.  They also received matching funds from 

Thrivent which doubled this gift. 

What a nice way to share our talents with others.  Verdelle 

Anderson 
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MISSION GROWTH 
DARLENE JERVIK 

MEMBER AT LARGE 
JANET MATTISON 

Creative Fundraiser Idea  



 
 
 
 

Put others before yourself, and you can become a 

leader among women. 

"But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will 

be  great among you, let him be your minister; And 

whoso- ever will be chief among you, let him be your 

servant."      Matthew 20:26, 27 

  

The following set of contrasting remarks has been 

offered as a character sketch of a good leader.  For a 

personal challenge, as you read through the list, circle 

the descriptive words you believe most closely iden-

tify you! 

              Self-reliant but not Self-sufficient 

              Energetic but not Self-seeking 

              Steadfast but not Stubborn 

              Tactful but not Timid 

              Serious but not Sullen 

              Loyal but not Sectarian 

              Unmovable but not Stationary 

              Gentle but not Hypersensitive 

              Tenderhearted but not Touchy 

              Conscientious but not a Perfectionist 

              Disciplined but not Demanding 

              Generous but not Gullible 

              Meek but not Weak 

              Humorous but not Hilarious 

              Friendly but not Familiar 

              Holy but not Holier-than-thou 

              Discerning but not Critical 

              Progressive but not Pretentious 

              Authoritative but not Autocratic 

Ask God to help you develop in the descriptive words 

you didn't circle.  

Think about these descriptions as we are leading in 

our local Women of the ELCA units, conferences and 

in our Synodical positions.  Ask God for His guid-

ance as we lead, let go and let Him lead us in the way 

He would want us to go! 

  

During this Lenten season let us prayerfully remem-

ber the great sacrifice God made when He allowed 

His Son, our Lord and Savior to be crucified for the 

atonement of our sins!  Let us remember this always 

and forever! 

 Shalom! 
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The Gospel Calls Us To Anti-Racism 

Why anti-racism?  Primarily for two reasons:  First, 

some see race matters as a thing of the past because 

they do not see racism in their day-to-day lives; 

hence, it must not really exist anymore.  Second, the 

word itself ï ñanti-racismò sounds negative to some 

ears. 

1. We believe the gospel calls us to repel racism.  

We believe that the love of God revealed to us 

through Christôs death, burial, and resurrection made 

us one family of humanity.  Our justification has 

reconciled us to God and to each other.  Therefore, 

we must learn how to recognize racism, name it, and 

reject it. 

2.   We believe the gospel calls us to dismantle ra-

cism.  Racism divides Godôs people and is, there-

fore, an assault on the very gospel of Jesus Christ 

and the family of God.  For as long as certain of us 

obtain benefits because of ñraceò while others are 

denied benefits because of ñrace,ò the image of God 

is broken.  And like viewing ourselves in a broken 

mirror, there is no way to make our image whole but 

to replace that mirror.  Being anti-racist is about re-

placing that mirror by building a new way of living, 

relating, and doing business in this world. 

Read: John 17:18-23 and Ephesians 2:11-22 

Why anti-racism?  Because racism flies in the face 

of our Lordôs impassioned prayer.  Why anti-

racism?  Because racism is a wall of hostility be-

tween Godôs people that denies the salvation of 

Christ. 

As children of God, we are called to combat all that 

contradicts the gospel, and that includes racism.  The 

call of the gospel to hate evil is a call to hate racism. 

TDTR team leaders:  Mardella Bieber and Margene 

Thompson 

 

 

MEMBER AT LARGE 
KAREN DIMICK 

TODAYôS DREAM 
TOMORROWS REALITY 
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     REGISTRATION FORM  

    SD Women of the ELCA   22nd Annual Synodical Convention   

                             First Lutheran Church   

    411 N. Duff St. ï Mitchell, SD  57301 

                              JUNE 12 -13, 2009 

                ñOUR POWER COMES FROM GODò 

Please check one:   _____ Delegate _____ Non- delegate 

 

Name: ________________________________             Telephone ___________________ 

   (please print) 

 

Address: ___________________________   City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

 

e-mail: __________________________________ 

 

Congregation_____________________________   Conference ______________________ 

Registration fee:   $35.00         Checks made out to:  SD Synodical Women of the ELCA 

Special Diet Concerns:   _____Allergy (to: __________________)    ___ Diabetic     ____ Vegetarian 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

               CONVENTION REGISTRATION DEADLINES  

Delegate:  Registration postmarked no later than May 15, 2009 

Non-delegate:  Registration postmarked no later than May 31, 2009  (to accommodate host churchôs 

meal planning) 

Mail Registration form and $35  to: 

Mary Abraham  

Synodical Treasurer 

31425  472nd Ave. 

Elk Point, SD  57025 

Questions?  Contact Mary at:    Abraham@valyousat.net 

   605-356-2549 (home) 

   605-670-9613  (cell) 

**** Convention delegates will receive a confirmation letter/ e-mail with convention schedule informa-

tion, 2 -3 weeks before the convention. 

Unit Presidents: Please make a copy of this form for each of the women in your unit.  

mailto:Abraham@valyousat.net


Your 2-Minute Letter 

Can Help Reduce Hunger  

     A group of doctors in Kenya began 

treating 250 patients with AIDS drugs 

in 2001. In 2004, with the U.S. PEP-

FAR program, they treated 70,000 peo-

ple! But AIDS treatment must include food. To add nu-

trition, the doctors hit a snag. PEPFAR funding was 

only for prevention, treatment and AIDS care. After a 

struggle, they were able to get funding to expand their 

care to include nutrition & livelihood skills programs. 

(Their fruit growing business may soon expand again to 

include juice production.) 

     It's the right approach, but coordinating assistance 

programs should not be so difficult. Less paperwork 

would mean more help for God's world, less waste and 

more impact, more opportunities to help people lift 

themselves out of hunger and poverty. 

     Our letters have helped secure the funding for PEP-

FAR. This year we are asking for program coordination. 

     The Foreign Assistance Act, passed in 1961, now 

encompasses 33 different goals,  75 priority areas and 

247 directives, executed by 12 departments, 25 agencies 

and almost 60 offices. 

Development assistance is critical for a safer world. 

      A group of prominent retired 3- and 4-star generals 

& admirals, representing all branches of the Armed 

Forces wrote to the president on Feb.13, "Strong U.S. 

leadership is essential to strengthen democratic govern-

ance, alleviate global poverty, improve human condi-

tions, and harness economic potential." 

 This is just what our Offering of Letters is about this 

year. We are asking Congress to bring our foreign assis-

tance system up to date, and, as the generals and admi-

rals suggested, elevate global development to a more 

prominent role alongside defense and diplomacy in our 

foreign policy.  

What to ask for in your letter 
Ask Congress to  

Reform, update and coordinate U.S. foreign as-

sistance, and 

Make poverty reduction a key focus of our for-

eign assistance. 

Letter writing materials will be available at your confer-

ence's Spring Gathering. Or, write from home. A letter is 

a life-saving "offering" of your citizenship on behalf of 

hungry people in God's world. 
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BREAD FOR THE WORLD   

Cathy Brechtelsbauer  

Addresses: 

Senator Tim Johnson, US Senate, Washington DC 20510 

Senator John Thune, US Senate, Washington DC 20510 

Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, US Senate, Washington DC 

20515 

      For more info, www.bread.org, 1-800-3637BFW 

ñIf they canôt read the words, they canôt read The Wordò 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA LITERACY COUNCIL 

EVENTS 

Are you planning to visit the Easter Bunny at the 

Rushmore Mall April 4th or April 11th? The Literacy 

Council of the Black Hills will be reading books to chil-

dren and distributing bookmarks. More volunteers are 

welcome. Call the Literacy Network, 605-394-5454 to 

sign up as a volunteer. 

The South Dakota Literacy Council holds four 

meetings a year. Each one is  open to the public. The 

annual membership meeting is held in the fall, At this 

time new officers are elected, goals for the year are es-

tablished, the budget for the year is approved, and an-

nual reports are submitted by each participating council, 

the officers, and the board members. Board meetings are 

held every three months, in January, April, and July 

(usually on the fourth or fifth Saturday in the month). 

The next meeting of the SDLC will be held April 

18th in Custer, South Dakota. Contact: Rae Mooney, 

11946 Pleasant Valley Rd, Custer SD 57730 (605-673-

4365). To place items on the agenda, call Pres. John 

Berglund, PO Box 162. St. Onge, SD 57779 (605-722-

6828). 

The next tutor training session will be held on 

Friday and Saturday, April 24th and 25th, in Hot 

Springs, SD.  Contact: Veda Cass, 27823  Cascade Rd, 

Hot Springs, SD 57747. 

For updates about other literacy events please 

visit www.ReadSD.org. To post your organizationôs lit-

eracy events on the site, send information to: Betty Van-

derZee, 816 Samara Ave., Volga, SD 57071, 605-627-

5138. 

Hope to meet you this summer at our WELCA 

Church Literacy booth. 

Sally Hillner, 605-692-5560 

SD WELCA Church Literacy Chair 

LITERACY CHAIRMAN  

Sally Hillner 

http://www.ReadSD.org
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Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 

hospitality. Roman 12:13 

 

Dear W/ELCA, 

 Thanks for your continued support for women and 

children in prison. I continue to collect pillowcases and 

quilts for boys and girls at STAR Academy. This is a big 

gift to them and is more often than not their only posses-

sions. The boys camp and the girls camp each received a 

Wii for Christmas and lots of nutritious treats. 

 Last month, jump ropes were sent. I am now send-

ing bases for softball. Anything to keep those minds busy 

and encourage physical activity. 

 The SDWP PACT House received Thomas the 

Tank train set and table for the children who can visit their 

Moms for the weekend while she is in prison. The Moms 

also can read books about Thomas to the child. Books were 

also donated for the Book Club for two months in the 

prison.  

 I am so grateful to the W/ELCA for the support of 

women and children in prison.  There continues to be so 

many needs but we are making a big difference. Feel free to 

e-mail or call me if you have any questions. 

God Bless, 

Sharon Starks  E-mail:starks.sharon@hotmail.com    

206 W Maple St. 

Harrisburg, SD 57032              Cell  214-4140 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Young Ladies We Need You ï While visiting with a conference 

coordinator last Sunday, we talked about how we can get our 

young women involved in WELCA.  Her daughter said they are 

not interested in ñaidò.  While visiting with national office, circle 

can be whatever the young women want it to be.  I remember as a 

young mother, we would get together weekly as a time to discuss 

the challenges and joys of motherhood. 

As the children grow up, came the challenges of parenting teen-

agers.  I always felt better to know that other parents had the 

same concerns that I and my husband had. 

These young women can decide when and where they want to 

meet.  It may be over a noon hour, coffee after church, evening, 

or whenever.  They can decide the structure of their meetings 

which hopefully will include time for Bible study also. 

Let them be flexible and encourage them to become involved! ï 

Verdelle Anderson 

LAMP MINISTRY  

Jeanne Johnson 

      At LAMP, the Lutheran Association of 

        Missionaries & Pilots, weôre gearing 

        up for another great summer of VBS                                

fun!  Plans are being made, communi-

ties are being contacted, teams are 

forming, meeting, and preparing to 

teach, ñTeach Us to Pray,ò to mostly native children in 

over 50 remote communities.  Yet, even more exciting is 

the fact that things are happening in some of these vil-

lages, the likes of which have not been seen before. 

Recently, a small youth group has been gathering 

in Pelican Narrows, Saskatchewan. The group began when 

two grade 12 students wanted to make a difference in their 

community. These two invited a few of their friends, who 

invited a few of their friends, and Y2Y (Youth 2 Youth) 

was born. 

Like many northern, native communities, Pelican 

Narrows sees a lot of poverty, broken homes and broken 

lives. These problems are fueled by addiction to alcohol 

and drugs. Y2Y, a group of youth ages 13-19, believes 

that God has called them to reach out to youth in small 

communities. They want to share the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ with young people, to bring them hope and a reason 

to live.  

A Y2Y organizer, Kimmie, who lives in Pelican, 

sent a note on Facebook asking for Bibles. LAMP re-

sponded by sending 40 youth Bibles into the commu-

nity. They were received with much enthusiasm, as this 

note from Kimmie reflects:   

 ñOh, so I went running to the post office today. All 

excited, hoping the Bibles are in, and then my mom tells 

me they came in last mail day. Thank you SO SO SO 

MUCH! You donôt know how much this means to me, to 

the Youth, to God. Youôre a blessing!ò 

 LAMP will once again be offering a devotion 

booklet for use during the summer ministry.  Written by 

Rev. Michael Ruhl, Executive Director at the Center for 

United States Missions, the devotions will help teams and 

prayer partners by focusing on the familiar words from 

Luke 10: ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 

few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to send out 

workers into his harvest field.ò  

To receive a copy of this devo-

tion booklet for personal or 

group use, contact us at 

www.lampministry.org or 

phone 1-800-307-4036.  

 

WOMENS PRISON MINISTRY  

Sharon  Starks 

Jeanne & Horizon 

http://www.lampministry.org/
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mind as I fell down, down toward the pits of hell. 

Completely addicted, out of control and without abil-

ity to think clearly or even at all, I found myself in an 

armed robbery. I fled to Oregon but was soon arrested. 

Resisting arrest cost me a five-year Oregon prison sen-

tence. The robbery resulted in a 21-year sentence at 

SDSP.  About a year into my sentence I was struck 

with an epiphany.  

ñWhat have I been doing?ò I asked myself. ñI 

hate where I am. Obviously, I was living wrong. My 

thinking was so clouded and limited I ignored oppor-

tunities to change, ignored chances to live. Now I 

merely exist. I loathe prison ï this sort of hell on earth, 

if you will. But itôs too late. Iôm here; life has ended.ò 

I began asking God how I could worship again. 

Within a few days a St Dysmas pastor invited me to 

church. More than a year later, Iôm a Council member 

and much better person.  I still loathe where I am, but 

fortunately I am living in the favor of the Lord again! 

In the end, thatôs all that really matters ï living a life 

guided by Jesus Christ. 

 

You can participate in St Dysmas of South Da-

kota as a donor, volunteer, or in other capacities. To 

make arrangements to attend a worship service or to 

participate in the development or growth of a ministry 

site at the facility of your choice, please call the St. 

Dysmas of South Dakota office in Sioux Falls at 605-

338-1735. 

 

 You can ask someone to speak about St. Dys-

mas or supply preach for your church (anywhere from 

East to West in the state of South Dakota), 

by contacting St. Dysmas of South Dakota. Speakers 

are also available for WELCA, Church Council meet-

ings, etc. 

 

St. Dysmas of South Dakota is a Mission Part-

ner congregation and donations can count toward your 

Missions Support to Synodical. To make a tax de-

ductible donation to the ministry, please send your 

contribution to: St. Dysmas of South Dakota, 1300 E. 

10th Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57103-1779 or go to 

www.stdysmas.org and click on "Give." 

 

For additional information about St. Dysmas of South 

Dakota, please 

call 605-338-1735 or visit us on our website at 

www.stdysmas.org. 

ST. DYSMAS 
OF 

SOUTH DAKOTA  

 A bright light flashes on and snaps me awake. 

Pulling the blanket over my eyes, I hiding from the 

light. Every day I have this epic battle with the light, 

all because I forgot God and fled from thought by 

using drugs. 

 My name is Justin J. Goens. Iôm incarcerated 

in the South Dakota State Penitentiary ï the ñHill.ò 

Prison has been my abode for over seven years. 

 Traveling back in time, one might wonder 

how I came to be a convict. My parents were kind, 

very good teachers, instilling excellent morals in my 

sister and me. My entire family is marvelous. I never 

wanted for anything. 

 I was five or six when my parents made the 

mistake of taking me fishing for bullheads. They 

couldnôt keep me from the lake from that time on. 

Being outdoors was my passion. I fished all the time 

and was captivated by hunting. 

 As a kid, I was quite naïve, only caring about 

outdoor activities. Then my world came crashing 

down. My parents werenôt getting along and an-

nounced they were divorcing. What? They couldnôt! 

My family didnôt have problems. The world didnôt 

work that way! I began to rebel. 

 My sister and I were brought up to attend 

church. Every Sunday morning we piled into the car, 

picked up Grandma and Grandpa and arrived at Cas-

tlewood Lutheran Church just before 9 a.m. After 

church my sister and I attended Sunday School. But 

now, my parents were divorcing. Church was a place 

you attended with your family. As my rebellion grew, 

I stopped going to church. Soon I tried alcohol and 

began a regular weekend routine of getting drunk. 

Later I began smoking weed. In no time I developed a 

passion for getting stoned and my interest in outdoor 

life began to wane. 

 I began experiencing run-ins with the law and 

coping and meth and cocaine dominated my life. 

There was little time for fishing. I stopped working 

and avoided my family like the plague. I believed 

they didnôt understand me and were stupid because 

they couldnôt see that drug use was okay. What was 

wrong with drugs? The question resonated in my  

http://www.stdysmas.org
http://www.stdysmas.org


 

Page 10                                                               SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL                                            Volume XVI I I  

 ñAll Are Welcomeò Update  

Women of the ELCA have raised $130,132 for the 

Joy Ranch Kitchen!  We are very appreciative of your 

amazing support!  Thank you! 

Overall, Lutherans Outdoors has received gifts and 

pledges of $4,774,000 to the ñAll Are Welcomeò 

campaign.  ñWe only have a short way to go to make 

it to our goal of $5,000,000ò, says Neil Sorensen, Ex-

ecutive Director.  ñThank you for your generous sup-

port!ò 

Joy Ranch Construction Update 

Construction of the footings and foundation are well 

underway.  Framing in the buildings will begin this 

spring, with a tentative completion date of late fall 

2009.  

 

Marlys Berkland  Sheryn Ekstrum 

Shirley Erstad   Luann Heath 

JoAnn Hedeby   June Heeren 

Beverly Johnson  Kay Jorenby 

Ruth Kruse   Pastor Carla Nelson 

Esther Schlueter  Alma Seeley 

Myra Vreugdenhil 

If you have any questions concerning your subscription, 

please contact me.  Editor: Lucille Birkholtz,  

 

 

LUTHERANS  

OUTDOORS 
Karen Kraus 

ñMeaningful Adventures Await You!ò 
Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota 

 

ñCamp is an amazing place to be for the summer!" 

Molly, camp counselor 
 

ñI absolutely love all the camps, they have helped me 

to discover and learn so much about my faith, and my-

self, not to mention given me great friends and memo-

ries!ò 

Nicole, youth camper  

Watch for Lutherans Outdoors billboards in eastern  

South Dakota. 

An electronic billboard advertises Outlaw & Atlantic 

Mountain Ranches in the Black Hills. 

 

Women of the ELCA, please help us share the 

good news that going to camp is a life-

changing, faith-building experience!  Tell eve-

ryone you see ï ñGo to camp this summer be-

cause Meaningful Adventures Await You!ò  

Thank you for all your support! 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS  

THAT EXPIRE BEFORE JULY 1 AND WILL 

NOT RECEIVE THE NEXT ISSUE  

ANYONE can receive a copy of this newsletter by  
e-mail at no charge.  Please send your name and e-mail 
address to Lmbirk@itctel.com.  This will be in PDF for-
mat so that you can open it if you have PDF, which I will 
instruct you in downloading a free copy when I send the 
newsletter out.          
You can also find this newsletter on the internet at: 
http://www.sdsynod.org//   At the top of the page, posi-
tion your curser on óCongregations & organizationsô, 
then click on WELCA on the drop down menu.   When 
this page comes up, click on the SD Synod WELCA 
newsletter.  


