
ñYou have turned my mourning into dancing...O God, I will give thanks to 

you forever.ò Psalm 30  

Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen tells the story of a cancer surgeon friend who be-

came depressed because of the many cases of cancer that over and over again 

came through his office.  When he felt the lowest, Remen remembers asking 

him to answer three questions every night before going to bed: What sur-

prised me today?  What moved me or touched me today?  And what inspired 

me today?  
 

One does not have to take a lot of time to answer them; the key is to relive 

each day with a new perspective.   
   
Joan Chittister capitalizes on that theme as she introduces her book, Uncom-

mon Gratitude: Alleluia for All That Is, with the story that somewhere in her 

growing up years, she heard someone explain that people who went to heav-

en would sit at the throne of God and sing ñAlleluiaò all day long.  As a 

young child, she didnôt think that sounded too enticing, but as she grew, she 

realized how important it might really be to sing alleluia all day long, every 

day of your life.  She wondered if life itself was meant to be one long alleluia 

moment.   
 

By doing this, it means that we are singing alleluia in moments that may not 

feel like alleluia moments at all.  When living life this way, we may wonder 

how we can possibly sing alleluia to the parts of life that weigh us down or 

drain us, that would typically speak to the opposite of praise.   
 

November, especially, reminds us that every part of life is infused with gift 

and with challenge.  Holding All Saints Day and Thanksgiving together, we 

live with poignant, yet grace-filled moments.  We find ourselves jostled be-

tween doubt and faith, between security and unknowing, between sadness 

and joy.  We live life immersed in the now and the not yet.   
 

During this month of changing seasons, of remembering loved ones who 

have passed before us, and giving thanks for graces in our midst, we are of-

ten singing alleluias, finding meaning in unexpected places even more than 

we know.   As Rachel Naomi Remen says, ñOften finding meaning is not 

about doing things differently; it is about seeing familiar things in new ways.  

When we find new eyes, the unsuspected blessing in work we have done for 

many years may take us completely by surprise.ò  Alleluia and Amen! 

Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church  

Finding New Eyes 

November 2011 

The Mission of Spirit 

of Joy Lutheran 

Church is: 

To INVITE people 

to a transforming 

faith in                 

Jesus Christ. 

To GROW with one 

another into Jesusô 

likeness. 

To SERVE as Jesusô 

compassionate com-

munity in the world. 

Pastor Rebecca Freeman 
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Spirit of Joy Book Club 
 

Spirit of Joy Book Group will meet Tuesday, November 

1st at church, 7:00pm with Sharon Starks & Lois Klein 

leading the discussion of Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind 

by Ann Ross. 
 

Menôs Breakfast  
Spirit of Joy men are invited to breakfast and con-

versation Thursday mornings, 6:30-8:00 at Cracker 

Barrel. 

Womenôs Bible Study 
 

The SoJ Womenôs Bible Study is in Lutheran 

Woman Today.  The study this month is Novem-

ber 17th at Lois Kleinôs home6523 S. Killarney Ct.  

275-2671. 

 

SOJ Sprouts   

 

In the month of November children will 

be learning the story of  

Isaac and Rebekah.  

  

Spirit of Joy Sprouts will not be 

meeting on Wed November 23rd or 

Sunday November 27.  
  

On Sunday November 6th and Sun-

day November 13th the elemen-

tary  Spirit of Joy Sprouts will have the large group opener 

in the Galilee Room (behind the kitchen). Please drop off 

and pick up your elementary students in the Galilee Room 

these Sundays.  

  

Do you know it takes 23 dedicated partners each week to 

guide the children in their Christian learning? We are still in 

need of volunteers for the remainder of the calendar year. 

Our primary need is for Workshop Leaders. Workshop  

Leaders present the same lesson 3 weeks in a row....so you 

prepare once and then teach it 3 weeks in a row.  Different 

groups of children attend your session each week.  

 

Thank you for considering this opportunity to help our chil-

dren grow in their faith. Please contact Stacy 371-2314 or 

Christa 332-8210 if you are able to serve. 

  ñ...for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the 

LORD looks on the heart.ò    

1 Samuel 16:7 
 

Spirit of Joy  ~ Growing in Godôs Word  

Focus Verse     11/2011 

Growing in Godôs Word 
 

As part of our intentional focus on the 

stories of the Bible this year, our   

Sunday Forums will include teaching 

times and series that highlight the  

stories.   

 

On November 6th and 13th,  

Dr. Richard Bowman, Professor 

of Old Testament at Augustana 

College will be our guest to share 

his expertise on the November 

Growing Godôs Word Bible book 

of  1 Samuel.   

 

Please join us for this special opportunity. We will 

meet in The WELL for these two Sunday forums.  
 

Sunday Forums  
November 10 am in The WELL 

 

 

November 6 ð  Dr. Richard Bowman, guest 

 1 Samuel Part 1 

November 13 ðDr. Richard Bowman, guest 

 1 Samuel Part 2 

November 20 ðAnnual Meetingðno forum 

November 27 ðNo forumðHappy Thanksgiving! 
 Small Groups at Spirit of Joy 

 

Small Groups connect us to one another in Jesus Christ  

through sharing, mission, prayer and study.  Small 

groups at Spirit of Joy welcome you to join them.  A 

comprehensive list of small groups 

is maintained on our  

website:   www.spiritofjoy.net    

Look for this symbol on the home 

page.   
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Ministry Resources 

Financial Statistics                   

Thru August 31, 2011 
Checking Account: 

 General Fund              $  18,035.47 

 Building Fund    $  13,077.46 

 Donor Restricted  $  10,773.08 

 Sunday School  $    2,527.12 
  

Savings Accounts: 
 Building    $  78,507.68 

 Donor  Restricted  $  79,579.68 

Total Cash Balance                         $202,500.59 
 

Year-to-Date Income for Ministry      $281,161.90 

Year-to-Date Ministry Expenses         $272,804.16 

Net Income/(Deficit) for Ministry      $     8,357.74 

Comparing Facts and Figures 

 September 

2009 

September 

2010 

September 

2011 

Attendance 1104 1229 1353 

General  

Offering 
$27,862.92 $34,424.69 $28,815.33 

Building 

Offering 
$16,752.50 $10,084.75 $13,077.46 

Spirit of Joy Information  
Pastor:           Jeff Eisele  

Pastor:         Rebecca Freeman 

Operations Manager:       Daryl Sopko 

Family Ministry :       Katherine Eisele 

Worship Arts:         Robyn Starks Holcomb 

         Susan Wold Rohde 

Church Office:         (605) 333-2004 

Fax Number:            (605) 333-6908 

Office Hours:    Monday-Friday 8:30-Noon; 1:00-4:30 

 Sunday Schedule 
Worship: 8:45am & 11:00am, Education 10:00 

Wednesday Schedule 
Worship: 6:15, Education 6:45 

 

Nursery available for children accompanied by parent.   
 

Location: 2208 W. LaQuinta Street 

 Website:  www.spiritofjoy.net 
 

Windswept is published the last Thursday of every month.  

All submissions are due in the office by the Thursday  

prior to publication. 

 

Leadership Team Highlights                     
October 2011 

*Audit Committee presented its audit of congregation 

financial records from 2010.  Finances are in order.  The 

committee requested a follow up response to recommen-

dations for strengthening existing controls. 

*SoJ Earthcare (Green) Team shared its mission and pur-

pose: to assist the congregation in celebrating and serving 

as faithful stewards of Godôs whole creation. Suggested 

that Spirit of Joy amend the explanation of our fifth core 

value to read: ñWe believe God 

is at work here and now, through 

the Holy Spirit, to empower and 

equip us to carry out our mission 

in Godôs Creation.ò  Leadership 

Team agreed and will explore 

how to make the change. 

*Will arrange meeting with Mr. Jim Schade of Lutheran 

Planned Giving to explore options for setting up a con-

gregation endowment. 

*Voted to organize a task force for the purpose of explor-

ing adding a staff person to help lead and coordinate min-

istries to and with children and youth. 

*Affirmed six weeks paid maternity leave for Pastor 

Freeman per South Dakota Synod guidelines.  Will ar-

range a Sunday or two of pulpit supply to assist Pastor 

Eisele during this time. 

Annual Fall Meeting 
 

 Sunday, November 20th 

10:00am Between Worship Services 
 

The purpose of the Annual Fall Meeting is to elect 

new members to our Leadership Team and to vote 

on a mission plan (budget) for 2012.  Proposed 

budgets will be mailed to all partners the week  

before the meeting.  All confirmed Spirit of Joy 

partners are encouraged to participate. 
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Outreach 

Meals on Wheels  
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help de-

liver Meals on Wheels.  Spirit of Joy partners deliver 

meals every Monday from 10:45 to around 

noon.  You would be asked to deliver 

meals approximately once every two 

months.  If you are interested or would 

like more information contact Dee Brieher 271-1072 

or the church office at 333-2004. 

Community Offering  
For the month of November we will be collecting: 

Tuna & Tuna Helper 
To be distributed by Food to You in November 

Please leave your donation in the  

basket in the church narthex 

Caring Meals  

From Spirit of Joy 
 

Spirit of Joy has launched a new ministry 

of "comfort food" for our congregation, friends and 

neighbors.  There is a freezer located in the storage 

room next to the sanctuary, behind the piano, which 

contains a number of hot dishes prepared by Spirit of 

Joy partners.  These meals are available for anyone 

you believe could use a hot mealðthose who are ex-

periencing challenging health situations, new babies, 

deaths in the family, etc.  If you know of a need with-

in Spirit of Joy, or within the wider Sioux Falls com-

munity, pick up a meal and fill out the form attached 

to the freezer lid.  The meals will come in two sizes: 

medium (serving 1-2 people), and large (serving a 

family of four).  If a larger portion is needed, please 

feel free to  

deliver a second food container.   
 

We encourage the entire congrega-

tion to become involved.  Please 

spread the word!   
 

Special thanks to Dick Waggoner  

for organizing this ministry and  

for the many helping hands  

that make it possible!   

 

   Meet Michael Busbey,  
          South Dakota Synodôs  

        Missionary to Nicaragua  
 

 

Missionary Michael Busbey arrived in Nicaragua on 

September 27th.  Mike serves in Nicaragua as part of 

a Companion Synod Program between the South Da-

kota Synod and ELCA.  He facilitates communica-

tions between churches in the United States and the 

Lutheran Church of ñFe y Esperanzaò in Nicaragua. 

He also provides interpretation and attention to dele-

gations before/during/after their trips and works with 

Youth Ministries in Managua.  He  brings a great 

deal of enthusiasm and hope for the mission with 

which he will live for the next 2 years.  Please keep 

Michael in your prayers.   
 

You may follow Michael and his work in Nicaragua 

on his blog:    

http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com.   

 

 

Childrenôs Inn Angel Trees 

 

 

Childrenôs Inn  is a place of refuge for 

many women and children in the Sioux Falls area.  

We, at Spirit of Joy, commit to supporting them with 

our financial gifts throughout the year.  As the holi-

day season approaches, however, there are many 

more opportunities for giving and seving .   

Angel trees have been a valuable resource for  Chil-

drenôs Inn during the holidays in the past.  Again this 

year, angel trees will be utilized to provide essentials 

for women and children in need.   

Some of the greatest needs for the angel trees are pa-

jamas, cereal and baby food.  In addition to these 

needs, a more detailed list  is available on the Chil-

drenôs Inn website:  

www.chssd.org/childrensinn. 

If you are interested in making a contribution, please 

find a basket in the church narthex.  Thanks! 

http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com/
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                                                 Worship     

 

Prayers of the Church 

Healing and Strength for:  

*Gary Huber; Dick Waggoner; Duane Smith and 

Janice Vreim. 
 

Thanksgiving for:  

*the baptism of Brady David Bierman, the son of           

Jason and Terri Bierman on October 9th; and for the 

baptism of Jett Allen Markman, son of Ben and             

Tasha Markman on October 16th.   

*Sunday and Wednesday School teachers, middle 

school confirmation guides and confirmation mentors. 

*Safe travel and the opportunity to serve for middle 

school youth and chaperones who participated in            

NeSoDak Bible Campôs Service and Sômores retreat. 
 

Guidance, Protection, Help and Encouragement for:  

*Mike Busbey as he serves in ministry with the              

Lutheran Church  in Nicaragua. 

*for sisters and brothers in Nicaragua, Guatemala, El 

Salvador and Honduras who are suffering the conse-

quences of devastating floods right before harvest. 

*for a lasting solution to peace with justice between 

Israelis and Palestinians. 

*for all who risk their lives to make peace in Iraq,              

Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, and Mexico, including 

soldiers serving in the military, their loved ones at 

home, and those wounded in body, mind and spirit. 

*Spirit of Joy partners as we discern how to faithfully 

share offerings of time and dollars in 2012. 
 
 

Meet the King! 

Want to guess what person is 

named more often than any other 

in the Hebrew Scriptures (the 

Old Testament)?  If you guessed 

Abraham, Jacob or Moses, you 

would be incorrect!  That honor 

goes to David, shepherd, poet, 

musician, leader extraordinaire 

and the second king of Israel. 

Youôre invited to meet the king this month as we 

turn to 1 Samuel for our ñbook of the monthò: 

November 6th-All Saints Sunday                        

I Samuel 16:1-13: òMore than Meets the Eyeò 

November 13th-22nd Sunday after Pentecost      

1 Samuel 17:1-58: òDavid and Goliathò 

November 20th-Commitment Sunday                            

1 Samuel 25:2-42: ñThe Fool and the Beautyò 

On Sunday, November 27th we move into the sea-

son of Advent and will turn to the Book of Isaiah. 

 

W.O.W.                    
Word on Wednesdays 

Join partners and friends of Spirit of Joy on               

Wednesday evenings from 6:15-6:45 for worship. 

Music, drama, teaching and prayer will be part of our 

time together as we walk through the second half of 

the New Testament from Acts to Revelation.                   

Commitment Sunday 

Join our congregation Sunday, November 20th 

as we offer our annual com-

mitments of both finances and 

time and talents for 2012.  

Every partner will be receiving 

commitment forms by mail for 

use on this Sunday. 

A Thanksgiving Collage 
Thanksgiving Eve                                                   

November 23rd @  6:15 p.m.  

Weôre inviting all partners and friends 

to email us a photo of something or someone you 

give thanks for this year that we can put up on 

the screen for a gratitude collage! 
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This Month at Spirit of Joy 

Thanks to everyone who provided pictures this month. 

The Body of Christ 



Library News 

The Spirit of Joy Library now has 

547 books on the shelves, with more 

ordered and  arriving soon.  About 

half of these books are for children 

and youth. 

We have an attractive new wooden 

cart--built by Sorum Construction--with picture books 

for the younger children.  This cart can be wheeled 

into the Sunday School rooms when needed.  There 

are many different kinds of picture books--Bible sto-

ries, Berenstain Bears books, bedtime stories, etc.--

many with beautiful illustrations.   Parents can sign 

out the books for their younger children. 

On the shelves to the left of the window in the library, 

you will find the books for older children.  There are 

Early Readers or ñI Can Readò books, and also many 

Chapter books.  There are series to appeal to both girls 

and boys.  Some teen books are available too, and old-

er teens are encouraged to try the Biography section 

and other adult level books.  The older children can 

sign out books for themselves and leave the cards in 

the clip on the basket by the window. 

Special reference books for children--Kidsô Bible Dic-

tionary, Kidsô Bible Facts, Kidsô Guide to Bible Ani-

mals--have lots of interesting information.  Sunday 

School teachers are welcome to use books from the 

library for their classes. 

Everyone is invited to visit the library and  

children are especially encouraged!   
 

 Events 
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The Banquet 
Spirit of Joy is scheduled to serve 

breakfast at The Banquet : 

Wednesday Morning  

November 23rd  

We need volunteers for a 5:30am prep crew, as well as the 

6:30am serving crew.  We also need one person to lead 

the morning devotions. One of SoJôs core missions is 

meeting the basic needs of our neighbors; feeding break-

fast at The Banquet is one of the ways we do that.  Signup 

sheets are in the church narthex. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
Join us on Wednesday nights at Spirit of Joy for a full 

meal from 5:30 to 6:15 in our gathering area.  Cost of 

the meal is only $3.50 per person.  (Children three and 

under eat free) 
 

Nov 2 Taco Bar with Spanish Rice, Re-fried Beans, 

Chips & Nacho Cheese. 
 

Nov 9 Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,                

Dinner Roll. 
 

Nov16  Broasted Chicken, Baby Red Potatoes and 

Dinner Roll. 
 

Nov 23  NO MEAL SERVED 
 

Nov 30   Lasagna, Tossed Salad, French Bread 
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Family Ministry 

Upcoming Events for Spirit of Joy Families 
November 6 ~ Little Lambs meet at 10 am. All children under Sunday School age are invited w/ their parents! 

November 15 ~ 6:30 pm, Tuesday, Soul Sisters invite any Spirit of Joy women to join them for dinner. See above.  

November 15 ~ Growth Team meetingð6:30 pm  

November 23 ~ No Wednesday Church SchoolðHappy Thanksgiving! 

November 27 ~ No Sunday SchoolðHappy Thanksgiving! 

December 4 ~ Sunday, 3 pm, Advent Festival for Families and ALL Partners of Spirit of Joy  

 

 

 

 

 

Family Ministry 

Soul Sisters invite YOU: 
 

 Spirit of Joy Women are invited to join Soul Sis-

ters for dinner out at Crawfords 

6:30 pm, Tuesday, November 15th.   

Take some time for fun and conversation.  

 

 

Please RSVP to Sarah at 

sarahmanthey@hotmail.com or 

371-1133 

NEW!  Weekly Play Date for  Little Ones! 
 

We will gather for play dates each Thursday morning.  

 9:30-11:30 am in the Nursery.  

Contact Sarah for info:  

sarahmanthey@hotmail.com 

Little Lambs Sunday School 
Meet November 6th  in the far SW classroom. Join us for a Bi-

ble story, music, and gentle activities. Come for as 

long as you wish! All little ones under Sunday School 

age are welcome to come with parent(s). 
 

Mary Tranberg and Kerstin Schempp 

Grateful Parents, Grateful Children 

A few years ago I posted a prayer on our refrigerator. The prayer asked God to make us grateful people.  It 

read something like, ñ...above all Lord, give us grateful hearts.ò    
 

In this month of Thanksgiving, we give thanks for our many gifts.  For many of us, those gifts can so easily be 

taken for granted. Generally, our kids, too,  have had all their material needs met.  How do we instill  

gratitude in our children? I would love to hear your thoughts on this. Here are a few ideas: 
 

Talk about your blessings. Practice thanking God for everyday things:  your house,  pets, families,  school,  

socks, even your toothpaste. All are gifts from God!  

Donôt go overboard on material things. Focus on experiences rather 

than things for holidays and birthdays. Time is a precious gift. 

Resurrect the dying art of writing thank you notes. They donôt need to 

be long or beautifully written. Writing gratitude is part of the practice! 

Read the story in Luke 17:11-19.  Itôs on p.  390 in the Spark Story  

Bible.  Who is grateful in this story?  

Serve together as a family.  Buy food for the grocery basket at church. 

Visit a lonely neighbor. Donate warm clothing for kids. Let your kids 

shop with you and bring them along when the items are donated.* 
 

As we practice gratitude, our children will take their cues from us. Practice, 

practice, practice. I am grateful for parents like you who are modeling grati-

tude.  We pray that God will instill grateful hearts in each of us.  

  ñ...above all Lord, give us grateful hearts!ò  
 

A Blessed Thanksgiving month to you!   
 

Katherine EiseleðFamily Ministry/Adult Spiritual Formation 
 

* With a nod to Kristen Finello,  www.care.com 


