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As | am preparing this article for our
newsletter, | am sure you are in agree-
ment with me that we will be glad when
¢ | the November election is over. | re-
cently heard a man speaking on en-
couraging everyone to take time to pray
for God’'s guidance
he mentioned, as small children in
Kindergarten, we are taught what is good and what

is bad . And as innocent children, we obeyed our
teachers and parents and lived by those rules.

As we mature and live independently, we start to forget
those simple rules we were taught as young children.
As adults, we need to look in the mirror and ask, ii D o
we still live by those rules? We were taught what
was good and bad. Why do we not follow those rules
now? The result that most people live by is that they
like to put the blame on some one else. Our problems
in government whether it is county, state or national,
were caused by our | eader
our hands out to receive.
our hands out to give? Remember, as young children
we were taught to share. What happened to that men-
tality as adults? Remember those early teachings
about what is good and what is bad. God reminds

us but do we listen.

| feel that the recent financial problems and recession
may be God’'s way to wake
take life for granted and want no changes. If our in-
come decreases and our living costs increase, then we
like to blame the next guy. Are we wasteful---Yes!
Can we do something about these costs—Yes!

At a recent seminar, a speaker who was an attorney,
who did not want to get into political discussion, sum-
marized it so well. He stated that there is no money
problem, but a confidence problem . If we getour
confidence and trust back, we can solve the financial

concern and the economy will continue to grow.

In summary, we all need to ask God for his guid-

ance in our daily lives and how we treat our fellow-
men. After the November elections, let us all make an
effort to support our new elected officials and remem-
ber to do the good and not the bad. Our elected offi-
cials are all human beings and cannot not reach the
goals we expect them to without our support.

Happy Thanksgiving to each of you and remember
to take time to thank God for all the many wonder-
ful gifts we have.

VICE-PRESIDENT
MARGENE THOMPSON

{ Come Lord Jesus be our guest, and
let this food to us be blest.

Blest be God who is our Bread, may
& all the world to clothed and

fed. Amen.
ave
We are all involved in harvesting att
this time of yearé our ga
produce from the Colonies or grocery stores to put up
Avittleso for the winter,

fields, or maybe we enjoy the harvest by driving by
and watching the large combines and tractors going
across the fields bringing in the crogsarvest, a

time to be thankful for our bounty and in our bounty
it is easy to give thanks to our Heavenly Father for
the many blessings He gives to us.

But , as sisters |living wi
think of and know of othe
cessities of life, much less extra bounfynd, as sis-

ters in Christ, it is easy to share our bounty through

our gifts of money, time and talents.
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During harvest, we especially think of the ELCA TREASU RER

Hunger Appeal; how far reaching our contributions
are and how blessed we are to share our bounty. MARY ABRAHAM

Godods blessing to Yy«
lies this holiday season. Many units n d
will be collecting Thankofferings this
month. This is a tradition started in the
early 190006s with s
the home so that coins could be added

to mark a special blessing during the

SECRETARY year. In my own congregation we no longer use the
KATHY HEFFERNAN boxes, but still once each year we bring out Thankof-

ferings as a reminder of the many blessings we have
received throughout the year.

As we enter into the holiday season, may we con-
tinue to pray dmay all

P.S. Another way you can be a blessing and be a con-
tributor is to be an officer in the W/ELCA.

It's incredible how time seems to o
move by SO quick|y_Since the last Did you know that the ThankOfferlng is the IargeSt

newsletter:I've returned to my item of support for the work of our Women of the

daily teaching routine at Conde; lis ELCA nationally? How do they use these funds?
tened to numerous phone calls frol They support the ministry of the entire organization.
my two children as they shared wit In my three years as your treasurer | have been so im-

me their joys and concerns as they moved on to th Pressed by how conscientiously the funds we remit to
next level of their college experiences; restarted L' Chicago are used. They support networks that nourish
meetings, am teaching 1st and 2nd grade Sunday and sustain synodical leaders that includes training
school, church choir; and gathered the Faulkton Gisessions for presidents and treasurers of the synodical
Scouts together for a new year of adventures. Organization. The pUblicationS we I’eceive, the web

| would like to thank the conference Recorders fi Site of the women of the ELCA, the expenses of run-
sending me the much needed lists of unit Presiden Ning the national office are all funded through our
names and addressedsn waiting for one Confer-  Thankofferings. This budget also supports interna-

ence's list. tional efforts of the women. Quoting Linda Post
Any Conference Recorders who sent partial lists Bushkofsky the executive director of the Women of
you would continue to keep sending me updated it he ELCA, fAAs you gather
as you receive them, that would be great. know that the churchwide expression of Women of the
I'm looking to have a complete, updated director ELCA is deeply grateful for your offering and con-
ready in the near future, for distribution. stantly mindful of being good stewards of your gifts.

Judy Dovenmuehler, expressed her gratitude for AS together we live out our purpose and mission, we
making her job of including current WELCA unit in- are all strengthened and supported by our partnership
formation, into the Synod directory, so mucheas- Wi t h one another . o
ier. She did mention that some of her WELCA info
mation was at least two years old and not correct.

Updates can be sent to me 85338 153rd St.
Wecota, SD 5743&r heffernan@westtelco.cam

Enjoy the wonderful Autumn weather.

Kathy Heffernan

Thank you again to all the units for your support of
our South Dakota synodical programs through your
regular offerings. Just like the national Women of the
ELCA we in South Dakota prepare a budget and work
very hard to use your offerings to the honor and glory
of God. They are used for training sessions for your
conference officers, they allow the synodical officers
CELEBRATE BOLD W:ioattend meetings without paying out of pocket ex-
penses, this year we were able to alleviate expenses
Feb. 22, 2009 is Bol d \forthose traveling to the Triennial convention in Sak b
sitewww.womenoftheelca.ofgr more information. Lake City, and we also provide support to the ongoing
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ministries of the church in South Dakota. If at the e of this kind of plastic usually have the symbol of ar-
of the year as your WELCA unit disburses its funds rows shaped into a triangle with 1 in the middle of
they are able to include a little more to the synodicathem. This kind of plastic is usually found in soda,
offering it would be very much appreciated. water, food, liquid soap and lotion bottles. | did not
find the symbol on the bottles that | looked at but
they did say to recycle. The information said that re-
cycling one ton of plastic saves 7.4 cubic yards of
landfill space. According to the EPA recycling a sin-
M |SS|ON ACT|ON gle pound of PET plastic saves about 12000 BTU's of
heat energy. Once plastic containers reach the recy-
MARCIA HEINJE cling facility they are sorted by type (PET, HDPE,
LDPE, PVC, PP). The bottles are then washed and
granulated into flakes. The flakes are allowed to dry
before they are made into new products. Recycled

What a beautiful sight to look plastics are used for such items as new bottles and
out the window on this sunny day anc containers, carpeting, fiberfill for pillows, sleeping
see the cows grazing in the freshly ~ bags, ski jackets, clothing, auto parts and floor tiles.
combined corn stalks. How Blessed It takes five plastic bottles to make enough fiber fill-
we are to live in the rural areas of SD ing for a ski coat, 25 recycled bottles to make a fleece
We continue to pray that the Lord will guide the eleccoat, or 26 bottles to make a polyester suite. If every
tion results for what is best for our country. American household recycled just one out of every

_ o ten HDPE bottles used, it would keep 200 million

One of the Memorials at the Triennial was to pounds of plastic out of landfills. The HDPE bottles
Minimize or eliminate the use of Plastics.The Me- and jars are used for m||k’ food’ cosmetics and deter-
morial said "Making bottles to meet Americans’ de- gents. These bottles have the arrows in a triangle with
mand for bottled water requires more than 1.5 millic 3 2 in the middle or them. These symbols are on the
barrels of oil annually, enough to fuel some 100,00 |gpel| or the bottom of the bottle. The site | was on
cars for a year,” Delegates encouraged women to It \www.sksbottle.com/Recycle) said that Americans
for ways to eliminate unnecessary plastics at event: yse four million plastic bottles every hour, but only
within congregations and in homes, and to raise  gne fourth of them are recycled. Enough plastic wrap
awareness about bottled water issues. | was lister is used every year in the US to cover the entire state
to Nancy Ziemer on Sewing With Nancy a couple of Texas.
weeks ago and she had an item on PET plastic botl Enough about recycling plastic. How about using up
She said that 5 billion bottles are put in land fills ant some of that yarn you have |ay|ng around to make
ally. Her statistics, which she said she had verified, gome baby caps for Midwife Kits? If your church
were as follows: two million plastic bottles are usec dpes not put together Midwife Kits you could always
every 10 min; 30% of the bottles used are not recy- take your caps to a conference or synodical event and
cled. If you layed the plastic bottles end to end the) gonate them to a church that is making kits that re-
would go around the earth five times. A plastic PETquire them for completion. | think it takes about 100
bottle would take 700 years to begin to decompose yards of yarn to make a little cap. | am going to in-
you use plastic bottles you need to recycle them. A clude a crocheted pattern that I like to use. It is sim-

cording to Nancy 10 bottles recycled will equal one ple and fast and can be made with sport weight or
pound of fiber to create a nonwoven fabric that can orsted weight yarn. It, of course, will be a little big-

made into felted fabrics and fabrics like fleece and ger with the heavier yarn. | think you would need to
sweat shirt fabric. The bottles are crushed and thrc pyt more double crochet in Row 1 if you use baby
me|t|ng and an extrusion process they can be made yarn and you can use less if you feel your yarn is
into the nonwoven fiber. quite heavy. You can adjust this if you crochet more
| decided to google PET plastic bottles and would | |posely or tighter. The cap should be big enough to fit
to share with you a little of the info that | found. PE1 over a 4" Styrofoam ball but they can vary some in
stands for polyethylene terephthalate and bottles m gjze. (You know all babies don't have the same size

In His Service,
Mary Abraham

Greetings From Mission Action:
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head and the kits can include shirts for up to Size 1

If you have a favorite pattern for knit or crochet you M ISSION COM M U N |TY
can get it out and make lots of little caps while VIVIAN WESTGARD

watching your favorite tv show this winter. Happy

Cracheting. It is a beautiful fall day and | thank God

CROCHETED BABY CAP f, W for each one. Here are some things
Sport weight or Worsted weight Yarn ~ G hook ¥ = (=8l 0ve been involved w
with F hook directions in (). L <o
CH=chain; DC=double crochet; Sl st =Slip stitch; 1 THE CELL PHONE RECYCLING

= CHALLENGE
SC=single crochet
Chain 4 and join to make a circle ~ Our national organization, Women of the Evangelical
Row 1: Ch2, 11 DC(13 for F) in the circle, sl st in |utheran Church in America, has teamed up with
top of first Ch2. This makes 12 DC (14 for F) Womendéds Funding Network an

Row 2: Ch 2, DC in top of ch 2 of Row 1; 2 DC in dation to recycle 250,000 cell phones by May 1, 2009.

each DC around; Sl st in top of first Ch2. Money raised through the recycling campaign will be
This makes 24 DC (28 for F) used to:

Row 3: Repeat Row 2. Now you have 48 DC (56 Support programs that lift women and families out of

for F) poverty;

Row 4: Ch 2 in top of Ch 2 of Row 3. DC in each Help provide lasting solutions to climate change, a ma-

DC around. Sl stin top of first Ch2 jor contributor to poverty worldwide;

Repeat row 4 until cap measures 4 %2 " from the  Provide 911 emergency phones for senior citizens and

crown to the bottom (usually 7 or 8 rows) people at risk.

Turning Row: Ch 1; SC loosely in each DC In the United States alone, more than half a billion cell

around. phones are no longer being used and are ready for recy-

Repeat Row 4 twice for the band. Fasten off.  cling, and another 11 million phones are added to that

| had a copy of this pattern in my material that did total every month.

not include the number 2 in the second row whereTo participate, simply request a postgqged recycling
you are to do 2 DC in each DC around. If any of envelope and/or collection boxes, by going to the fol-
you have the pattern in your material with that errabwing website: gooddeedfoundation.org/welca
please correct it.

The results of many hours of work and manyHE LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF VIRTUAL UNI-
contributions by the women of the church have begERSITY
sent off to LWR and Global Health this fall. Each of

you isTruly a Blessingto those in need. This is a monthly, interac
Marcia Heinje, that directly connects you with Lutheran World Re-
Mission Action Coordinator liefds team of experts.

. ) Each howlong class is accessible online with audio
ANYONE can receive a copy of this newsletter l:yanol visual: orgwith audio only by phone (tike). Ex-

email at no charge. Please send your name andl §o ¢ eynerienced LWR staff members teach each class

PDF format so that you can open it if you have PDF, o _

which I will instruct you in downloading a free copy’ 0Y May participate in all or as many classes as you
wish. The classes began in September and will run

when | send the newsletter out.

] _ _ through April 2009, on the third Thursday of each
You can also find this newsletter on the internet Athonth. at 7 PM Central Time. The next class is No-
http://www.augie.edu/related/synod// vember 20.

synodpublications.html

Check under 60ther Res ér@vre Eegllg ed1joyed the first two classes and feel |
ave learned some things. The first class was called
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AFill the Bowl . 0 T h e Pup® Fiistd@heran irmSiodx Fal&Evihendhe GrieaWR |,
John Nunes, was the speaker. One of the things h&idge Ministries which is a Bible Alive Theater,

said is that starving children begin to think that suf-gave the story of Ruth, the Redeemer's Bride give by
fering is normal and t hMna Greanfroammgw Megieolden hugband leelpsp .
must cry out for them and accompany them to fill theer out with sound, and she sings and acts out the
bowl. My heart was touched. story. It was beautifully done, the next night they

. gave "The Christmas Story" Hudson . Tare inde-
The second class was on Fair Trade products. Th%’endent missionaries and thgiye away their

talked about Fair Trade coffee and chocolate and hBWD's and CD'S so if anyone isterested in getting
it all works. It was very interesting. the DVDs or CD's let me know and4n give you

To find more information and to register for the nexih€ addressit made the Rutistory so much more

class, go to the following websitéwr.org/ alive.
university

Hope those of you who went to your workshops en-
Have a blessed Thanksgiving, joyed them and learned something from thdmas
Vivian Westgard not able to go this year as my husband lbeeh

quite ill. Holiday blessings to all of you and God

MISSION GROWTH Bless.
DARLENE JERVIK Darlene Jervik, Mission Growth Sec.

Psalm 100:46 Enter his gates with MEMBER AT LARGE

thanksgiving and his courts with
praise' give thanks to him and praise JANET MATTISON
his name.For the Lord is good and

his love endures forever; his faithful- [
ness continues through all generationf

What a beautiful Fall here in West-

ern South Dakota. We had our first
snowfall October 10 and 11th. God
blessed us with much needed mois-

With thanksgiving coming up how much thought do _ _ _
we have for all we should be thankfMost of the ture, just to remind us HE is all pow-
time we take so many things for granted, our healt : erful

our homes, all our conveniences of today and espe- . 1 Corinthians 2:5

cially for our religious freedom. "Your faith should not be in the wisdom of men, but
With all the gloom and doom in the world and on th#& the power of God.” _
airways today | think we should especially ponder divas able to attend the Bible Study workshop in

we are thankfullt is easy to dwell on how much ~ Salt Lake City this summerhiave now been a
money we are losing on our retirements and worry Part of the Hidden Hand of God, what a blessing!
about terrorists and everything else that is going onve have a lot to learn from the stories of Ruth,

but we have so much more to be thankful and beingniel, and Esther.

cannot we cannot do much about it as individuals |

think we just have ttrust in the Lord as he always e held ouiFall Leader's Workshopn October
provides us with what we neetlVe have become a 18th, at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Her-

very materialistic society and maybe this is what wilnosa. What a wonderful warm welcome we all re-
wake us up and be willing to do with less. ceived. G_ood food, fellowship and a sptfitled day

| hope everybody is enjoyning the Bible Study on Was received k_)y all of the women that attended. Our
Ruth. It is quite a love story and it shows how bravéonference officers shared with everyone the respon-
Ruth and Naomi wereDo you know there are only 3sibilities and suggestions for each office in the indi-
books in vidual units. This was very informative for all of us

Bible named after a womanizad the chance to go 10 take back to our women.
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Bobbe Helmerich,_ Parish As_sistant from Atonementpair mission, encouraging them in that mission by
Lutheran Church in Rapid City and our conference "being there" for them.
recorder, provided a very good overview of our bible

study. . . Working on the various LWR projects throughout the
What a wonderful Commurlnon sermearvice by hole year instead of just certain months could be one
Pastor Evelyn JohnsotDon't Believe Everything  yay to" promote the mission work in local units-

You think!" was a very enlightening sermon. The  \,q|ying not just the women but the whole congregation

whole day was from this years Bible Study verses if}, these various projects is a good way to educate oth-
Ruth, Daniel, and EstheiThis just sparked the inter- ¢ ahout our mission workiVe need all the ideas, en-

est and excitement for oaurrent Bible StudyTHE couragement we can get, to do God's work in this

HIDDEN HAND OF GOD. world!

We also encouraged all units to remember our resolu-

tions to supporANSWER THE CALL andOY One project we are continuing to work on at Trinity in
RANCH KITCHEN. Platte is the recycling of old cell phonesou will find

_ information about it in past editions of your "Lutheran
| want to personally wish for each of you avery  \yomen Today" magaziner send an-enail to:

‘Blessed HolidaySeason'. We all must remember thgt @gooddeedfoundation.orgl know that some of
Reason for the Season’”. you who were in Salt Lak@ity have lots of good info
about this worthwhilgroject.

In Christ- Jesus,

Janet Mattison In closing | would like tashare this saying with
MEMBER AT LARGE you...on the bookmarks we received at our Prairie Riv-
ers Conference fallvorkshop.
"Eachnew day is &IFT...that's why we call it the
KAREN DIMICK PRESENTI"
, ) , ) Live each day as if it were a GIFT from Godon't fret
Greetings to my sisters in Christ, over what happened in the past...we can't change

o ) that. Don't worry about tomorrow...it, and we, are in
It's looking like another beautiful autumn day, for  5yq'sHands! God is with us 247-365!

which we can be thankful, after the winds of Sunday,
the 26th. Shalom,

, Karen L.Dimick
Autumn is truly here, but not too long ago we had
some colder, blustery days that made me think that
winter is "just around the corner"!

BREAD FOR THE WORLD
All of us, in our lives, have days that can be dark and

dreary. lliness, financial problems, loss of a job or & Cathy Brechtelsbauer
loved one, having to make a major decision in our
lives that we don't want to make..."dreary days" in-
deed.

This week | heard a revered vet-
eran of the civil rights movement
in the 1960's urging people to put
more effort into "social justice".
He appreciates the increased par-
ticipation that he sees in "social
service", but he wishes more peo-
- ple would catch the fire for chang-
As Women of the ELCA and as Synodical officers ing society so there would not be all this need for social
we can be the "sunshine" in the lives of those arour@rvice.
us. "Sunshine" for the units that may be struggling in

Isn't it wonderful to know that the "Son" will shine
again?It's wonderful to have the "Blessed Assur-
ance" that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is with
us...always and forever!.Through the dark days,
and everyday.
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LAMP - Lutheran Assocation
of Missionaries &
Pilots ...taking the light of Christ to
A Even without | eaving . theyemasiofteearth h el p change
life's prospects for the less fortunate. You have influ-
ence! Bread for the World members receive a newsThe LAMPPost Fall edition is now available
letter with info about what letters or phone calls to at: http://www.lampministry.org/LAMPPost/Sept%
Congress are needed at the moment. To join, €all 1202008
800-82-BREAD

That's what we offer in Bread for the World. Here ar¢ l
some social justice actions you can take: an

. . Di scover é
AAlso, from home if you have email: Youmaybe ¢nhow t he kids in the Nort

Wllllng to contact state |egiS|at0I’S on behalf of the m|ghty armor this summer

less fortunate, especially to improve the livesoflowg a n exciting vision that

income children. If so, email your name, address, & communities in Ontario

phone to ryebread@breadrising.org. This "Advocac why t he Word from the Fi

Project” (AP) alert network during therfBonth state ¢ gr eat new | i nks

legislature (& sporadically during the year), is spon- canada: 4966 - 92nd Ave NW, Edmonton, AB T6B

sored by the Association of Christian Churches of SPv4

& Bread for the WorldSD. United States: P. O. Box 480167, New Haven, Ml
48048

ACometo Pierre during the state legislature. Some NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

hunger/justice policies are decided at the state leve
"Bread Days" will be Tue/Wed Jan-2B. Come, get THAT ARE'IE)HREVMIIIE_)IETEIXSFQSE BEFORE

informed on the issues, and get involved. For info,
6053356222 or ryebread@breadrising.org

Janelle Brockmueller Maxine Brockmueller
A Plan to hold an " Off e?ﬁg‘rr%:] kisr?s%tL Lett %;fé\?mlﬁ_'l?jlé?:séet% your
ELCA Spring Gathering and at your church. Our U.%ane Spilde Glenda Burns

support f_or the _Mlllennlum Development Goals Jeanette Andersen Rachel Phaffendorf
(MDGs) is helping make great progress. In develop-Peg Dohrer Carol Grimley

ing countries, the number of people living on less  \ayis olson Shirley Zahn
than $1/day is 270 milliofewer than in 1990. US LeAnn Stowe Anita Remund
funds have helped 1 million people in developing  Kathy Winterfeldt Doris Herbst
countries have access to HIV drugs. More children Dee Storm Donna Boysen
are in school. More live past age 5. More have acce€swolyn Butler Joyce Carter
to good water. This progress needs to be supportedPhyllis Daum Audrey Mason
and even ramped up. Dee Rasmussen Sue Stakke
Sue Vanderboom Sharon Warejcka
Note that the MDGs provide great topics for school Wadena Colbert Carol Fiedler
kids' reports, speeches, art, etc. Suggest them to kidgola Goetz Ramona Krause
you know. Kid can check www.unicef.org/mdg or ;‘:@!2 ?;I?ggel igszsgﬁgertson
www.takingitglobal.org/themes/mdg Kathy Kampfe Carlene Rosencranz
AConsider attending the 2009 Bread for the World Dana Hunt Angie Schemmel
National Gathering, June 4, in Washington DC. ~ Sharon Assmus Deb Enright
Marlene Kotab Lynette Kvanvig
These are inspiring social justice events. Marlene Rasmuson Dee Storjohann
For bread and justice! Sue Whitford Eileen Raforth

Cathy Brechtelsbauer

6053356222, ryebread@breadrising.org If you have any questions concerning your subscription,

please contact me. Editor: Lucille Birkholtz,
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TODAY’S DREAM AfWe are a box of <cr a)
TOMORROWS REALITY esch of us unique,

but when we get together

the picture is compl
A Box of Crayons
By Shane DeRolf We are imperfect but we are also called and sent.
We are wounded but we al so
While walking in a toy store We are incomplete but we find our wholeness in God
the day before today, We are | imited but Godds un!
| overheard a crayon box upon us and can flow through us.
with many things to say. May God grant us the courage and compassion needed as
we continue to be aware of the healing ministry of-anti
Al dondt | ike red! oragsmagdaswempvgigwardinhope!
And green said, ANoT d0_ I I0
AAnd no one here |ikes loUTthl;gRANSOUTDOORS
but no one knows qurrte wity. O

JOY RANCH CONSTRUCTION BEGINS!
Awe are a box of cpipMhad Been moved. Pipe has been buried. Footings
that really doesnotdghouel Rithil a Couple of weeks. THEN the
said blue to all the others warkers will begin framing in the kitchen, dining

isomething here is roanPa?u?theoadult and youth housing. If the weather
Well, | bought that box of crayons cooperates, we are hoping to get everything enclosed
and took it home with me so work can continue all winter. So far, so good!
and laid out all the crayons Lutherans Outdoors has received $4.6 million toward
so the crayons could all see the $5 million goal for the "All Are Welcome" cam-
paign, over $116,000 from the Women of the ELCA!
They watched me as | colored We are so appreciative of your gifts! Thank you,
with red and blue and green South Dakota Women of the ELCA!
and black and white and orange Be sure to watch for construction photos on our web-

and every color in between. sitewww.losd.orglater this month!

They watched as green Karen Kraus

became the grass

and blue became the sky. Fast Facts from LSS
The yellow sun was shining bright Get Cycoded to help others b
on white clouds drifting by. is holding fiGet Cycdedod ind:
_ across the state this winter. The goal is to have some fun
Colors changing as they touched, and raise $50,000 to help care for and strengthen children
becoming something new. and their families right here in South Dakota. All ages and
They watched me as | colored. fitness levels are welcome. Gather a team of friends in your
They watched till | was through. parish. Put out a challenge to nearby parishes to join your

_ efforts. Youth groups could rally to help children their own
And when 16d finall ygéinjigheda wonderful oppor
| began to walk away. ents to get cycoded with the
And as | did the crayon box support of a common goal. Get a team of 10 people. Get

had something more ft@®gis@dtyéred today. And, Get
Brookings event is February 14. Watertown event is Febru-

il do like red! o saiyrf21tABetdech Bverti§ Mebruary 28. Sioux Falls event is
and green said, fS®aréhd. witHo& you, the work of the LSS mission would
AAnd blue you are hope rpdsgfib|e.CFor more information: www.Isssd.org , 605

S

o high up in the _35KM058005682401 ext. 105.
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LUTHERAN
SOCIAL SERVICES

CHILDREN IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
WILL BENEFIT FROM
EXPANDED MENTORING PROGRAM

SIOUX FALLS3 School districts surrounding Sioux
Falls will have access to a schdi@sed mentor pro-
gram to help meet the needs and challenges of chi
dren at risk in their communities. The Baltic, Bran-
donValley, Canton, Garretson, Lennox, Tea,-Tri
Valley and West Central school districts will have t
opportunity to partner with Lutheran Social Servic
SchootBased Mentor Program to create and build
long lasting mentor/mentee relationships.

This opportunity is possible through a grant award ¥

to Minnehaha County through the Office of Juvenil
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Programs, a p
of the U.S. Department
for the opportunity to partner in providing mentorin
services to rural communities surrounding Sioux

IY@ady successful p
heet

AAs a past mentor, I know
having a positive adult r
Patty Vonsik, Chief Court Services Officer, Second
Judici al Circuit Court ,
their self esteem, who will encourage them in a posi-
tive way, andwho will teach them by example the
i mportance of reading
linked to building additional positive behaviors in
children including increased confidence; improved
academic skills, attendance and social development;
and a heightened sense of citizenship and character
development.

~

i e

C

and

inWe are grateful for the
rogram to rural school districts to
changing needs, 0 say:
President . AWe are al so e)
to partner with these school districts to make a differ-

ce in the lives of children. Together, we will care

r, support and strengthen the children in our South

artakota communities. 0

,&’dLIts iﬂtélr@stted ian%c'omirﬁg Wgnto% tah coﬂtéctatﬁe €

9 Ss SchooBased Mentor Program at 6@21-2403

Falls, 0 says Car ol TwedO{vyww.é%s%olrgr. of the Minnehaha
Cou nty Commi ssion. nlt Last yegr,xmcorje {hénQ@jOOd li%es vt\’/e?e toﬁctﬁelde to
prevention focused efforts since county resources e Lah a variety of services offere(g throuah LSS[

primarily directed to dsf’:stte |o'<]—3.tln'a dﬂion‘?o%% schdddsed M&nfo!' 1 ' O N

Minnehaha County has partnered with Lutheran S
cial Services to expand its current schbased men-
toring program to up to ten school districts surroun

ing Sioux Falls. The grant is $295,598 per year for u
to three years. Established in 2001 to reach childrep

at risk in the Sioux Falls School District, the LSS

SchoolBased Mentoring Program has grown to sergg

more than 2,700 mentors and mentees last year.

LSS will work with each school district to design a
program that will fit t
this partnership to enhance the efforts that we are
making to support an i
says Terry Majeres, Superintendent, Canton Scho
District. The goal of the Scho@ased Mentor pro-

gram is to match a student with an adult volunteer

who will provide positive role modeling and interac-

tion leading to school and lifetime success. Mentor
have a significant
ing support, guidance and friendship.

O-=

n

i m a?_utheran Social Servi els, f
P a5bet35791ba & 805668240

Program, core services offered by LSS include adop-
tion, birth parent counseling, foster care, childcare,

Cgisaster response, consumer credit counseling, resi-

ential services for youth, refugee and immigration
Brvices, rural life ministries, affordable housing, and
mental health counseling. LSS serves people of all
es, races, faiths and economic levels with profes-
onal, confidential and affordable services. LSS is
licensed by the State of South Dakota and accredited
by the Council on Accreditation for Children and

Fﬁargily Sdeerige?'r i ctods

For more information, ¢

fﬁe[)e%caa &i('—:-scr)'vlgnuogen, S

needs. i We

ntact:.

(renllorsdfrectgro pu lati

q_utheran Social Services of South Dakota

605357-0161,rebecca.knudsen@lsssd.org

Barb Goldammer, Communications
?outh D

kata
104 1 Te by p

0
barb.goldammer@Isssd.org
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ANSWER THE CALL
Mark T. Wagner

NURTURING FUTURE LEADERS

One
tor

A

of Answer the Call o
6s Seminary Debt Red

one priority for Answer the Call.

The financing of seminary education has changed
drastically just in the past decade. Recent seminary
graduates are struggling under debt burdens never

before. Congregations and Synods are realizing that

many graduates cannot accept a call to a rural or
smaller congregation due to considerable debt.

Thank you to the WELCA of South Dakota for con-
tinuing your support of your Seminary Scholarship
and for helping seminary graduates reduce their debt
by giving to the Pastors Debt Reduction Program.

BLESSINGS TO YOU!

THAN YfOU!!!! " _
MARK | .V\fAélﬁEFa, DREGrog MPhases s
lctf 1 on t C% “now

t he num

WOMENS PRISON MINISTRY
Sharon Starks

TCCTTT

| was a stranger and you welcomed me.
| was naked and you clothed me.
| was sick and you visited me.

Answer the Call was established as a Support Systehyvas in prison and you came to me."
in 2002 by the South Dakota Synod Assembly. SincdVlatthew 25:3536

then approximately $50,000 has been distributed to _ _
assist pastors in reducing their educational debt aftéNovember 7 & 8th, a retreat with STAR Academy is
accepting a call to the South Dakota Synod. But thiso8ce again planned with the girls coming over to Out-
far from what is needed to relieve financial burdens law Ranch. Quilting and scrapbooking will be part of
and concerns for young church leaders. Depending §}¢ activities along with spiritual activities. The food
circumstances, it may require-353 % o f a pdhQuilaw Raneh is so good, the girls can't wait to get
income to pay off their debt and take as long as 25 there. We always leave the camp feeling like we re-
years to do so.

Thi

s concerns Bishop Da

ceived more than we gave.

Yhianks tcZe®drybn@ &Ho gaveighiles irid pilloWcasese m

narians is significant. We can reduce debt by increagor STAR this year. This is a big gift for an ongoing
ing our scholarships on the front end and debt redugrroject. All boys and girls at STAR receive a quilt
tion on the back end of seminary education. Both arand a pillowcase. Usually, this is the only possession
needed. It is important that we have pastors who argvhich they have to call their own and to enjoy. The
willing to serve our small town congregations and nqjuilts keep them warm and help them to feel loved.
be economically challenged. With your support and The pillowcases are sent to them with their name and

par

At the

ticipation we wil/l a

2007 Synod Assembly congregations were en

couraged to do special offerings for the Pastors Se
nary Debt Reduction Program. Now is the time for n

only congregations but all members of the South D
kota Synod to consider what we can do to help nurt
present and future church leaders. Truly, we will be

investing in the future of our Synod and Congrega-

tions.

Dur

ing these seasons wh

a-

&ldo a seripture eee émbroideredon 8acho Theymi n
can't wait to look up their verse. We are planting
s}_eeds for Jesus. So thanks ladies and please know
w much each of you are appreciated by your sup-
8 rt and gifts.

W will be sending treats for STAR again for Christ-

mas...big apples, licorice, peanuts are a start. This is a
sad time to be alone without family and to be a ward
of the state. We have a chance to once again show

@uUF leve ap@plaptgerds fopJesuso n al | o f

Blessings will you please give prayerful consideration

towards a gift for the Pastors Seminary Debt Reduc-Your sister in Christ,

tion Program? For by doing so you will be investingSharon Starks starks.sharon@hotmail.com
in the future of the church and encouraging future 206 W Maple St.

seminary graduates to serve a South Dakota congrdgatrisburg, SD 57032 22222 2130278

tion.
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2008-2009 Synod Officers

PRESIDENT: Verdelle F. Anderson PH:605-785-2190
E-mail:verdelle@itctel.com 528 W. Lake Drive, Lake Norden, SD
57248- 2%year, 1% term ( Medary)

VICE-PRESIDENT:Margene Thompson, PH:605-248-2444
E-mail:amthompson@santel.net 39141 240th St., Letcher, SD
57359

1st year, 1st term (Prairie Rivers)

SECRETARY: Kathy Heffernan, PH:605-324-3638
E-mail:heffernan@westtelco.com 35338 153rd St., Wecota, SD
57438

1st year, 1st term (Northern Plains)

TREASURER: Mary Abraham  PH:605-356-2549
E-mail:abraham@yvalyousat.net 31425 472" Ave., Elk Point,
SD 57025  Southeastern Advisor

2% year, 2" term (Southeastern)

Dates to remember:

South Dakota Synodical Winter Board Meeting with
state board and conferenceoordinators i This meeting
will be held January 9 and 10 at Americinn Lodge and
Suites in Mitchell. The meeting will start at 1 p.m. on
Friday and completed by noon on Saturday. It is at thys
meeting that the conference coordinators will help the
board in planning the state convention which will be held
starting on June 11, 2009. If you have any suggestions, be
sure to pass them on to your conference coordinator.

South Dakota Synodical Women of the ELCA 2%' An-
nual Convention, starting on June 112009 at First
Lutheran Church in Mitchell. Prairie Rivers Con-
ference will be hosting this.

MISSION ACTION: Marcia Heinje PH:605-938-4142
E-mail:mhheinje@tnics.com 46961 SD Hwy 15, Wilmot, SD
57279 Prairie Coteau Advisor

2% year, 2nd term, (Prairie Coteau)

MISSION GROWTH: Darlene Jervik PH:605-984-2410
E-mail;jervik@alliancecom.net 48484 293" St., Hudson, SD
57034 Crossroads Advisor

2% year, 2™ term (Southeastern)

MISSION COMMUNITY: Vivian Westgard, PH:605-882-5733
E-mail:vivigard@iw.net 1340 22" St. NE, Watertown, SD
57201 Prairie Coteau Advisor

2% year, 2" term (Prairie Coteau)

MEMBER AT LARGE : Karen Dimick, PH:605-726-3171
E-mail: klcoyote98@midstatesd.net 35732 270th
St., Platte, SD 57369
1st year, 1st term (Prairie Rivers)

MEMBER AT LARGE: Janet Mattison PH: 605-641-4307 E-mail:
mattisonj@spe.midco.net 206 Vermont Street, Spearfish, SD

PASS IT ON!!

This SD Synodical Newsletter is published to inform
Women of the ELCA of the SD Synodical happenings,
activities and opportunities with the Synod.

The newsletter is published four times a year: February,
April, July and November.

Please share this newsletter with your congregational
unit officers:

President Vice President
Secretary Treasurer
Mission Growth Mission Action
Mission Community

57783 Bear Butte Advisor
1" year, 2% term

LITERACY CHAIRPERSON: Sally Hillner PH:605-692-5590
E-mail:sallyh@brookings.net
505 Minnesota Dr., Brookings, SD 57006

TODAYS6S DREAM TOMORROMé4dslla RiébarL |
PH:605-685-6984 E-mail:dmbieber@abe.midco.nePO Box 266,
Bowdle, SD 57428

Margene Thompson: E-mail:amthompson@santel.net

39141 240th St., Letcher SD 57359

NEWSLETTER: Lucille Birkholtz PH & FAX:605-625-3765
E-mail:LMBirk@itctel.com 42341 193rd St, Willow Lake, SD
57278

Please remember, all addresses MUST be your
mailing address , some of you have 2 addresses, a
physical address (street or 911) but | have to have
your mailing address _ to insure that your newsletter

is delivered.

Anyone can subscribe to this newsletter for $5 per
year. You will receive four issues. Due dates for
article are Feb. 1, April 1, July 1, November 1.

Name
TY:
Mailing Address:

City, State & Zip

Make your check payable to SD Women of the
ELCA and mail it with the above information to:

Mary Abraham , 31425 472nd Ave.. Elk Point, SD
57025

Send Address changes to Lucille Birkholtz,
42341 193rd St., Willow Lake, SD 57278
PH: & Fax: 605-625-3765

E-mail: LMBirk@itctel.com
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E— 1015 US Highway 281, Aberdeen, SD 57401 6053224, www.sdlcm.org
W ‘Well done, my good servant!" his master replied. ' Because you have been trustworthy in a very small
matter, take charge of ten cities.' Luke 19:1(New International Version)
LUTHERANc"“""’Us""'"'ST“"Lut heran Campus Ministry shares Goddés word and
our campuses and in our communities. Our students must have been very trustworthy! Exciting things tha
are happening with Lutheran Campus Ministry around the state of South Dakota:
NEW Emerging LCM site at Black Hills State University in Spearfish
Dakota Roads Music Holiday Mission Tour to benefit Lutheran Campus Ministry of South Dakota
Co-Interims at Northern State University in Aberdeen
New Campus Pastor at Schools of Mines and Technology in Rapid City
Robin Long is the new patime director for BHSU. She is a recent graduate from Northern State University where she was essen-

tial to the Lutheran Campus Ministry mission in Aberdeen.
and the cycle of ministry continues. Over 4,000 students are enrolled at Black Hills State University, giving us wavdeptul n
portunities to share Goddés word with the faith | eaders of

Janna Bader and Joni Larson are the neimissims at Northern State University. Both love working with young adults, andahave
passion and talent for sharing their love with Jesus Christ! Campus Ministry in Aberdeen strives to communicate threft@shpel i
ways; this Wednesday night the bible study is titled fAThe
Dakota Road Music will be blessing Lutheran Campus Ministry with the proceeds from their Holiday Mission Tour. Larry Olson,
the founder of Dakota Road, is an alumni of Lutheran Campus Ministry. His passion and gifts for sharing Gods love iis inadent
music he will be blessing us with. Come join us for fellowship, music and fun!

Friday, December 1% at 7:00 pm at Holy Cross Luther Church in Sioux Falls

Saturday, December 43at 6:30 pm at Lutheran Church of our Redeemer in Watertown

Sunday, December f4at 6:30 pm at Bethlehem Church in Aberdd®rEASE visit our website for updates:
Lutheran Campus Ministry at the School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City has a new Pastor, Yvonne Steindal. She has bee
instrumental in youth ministry for nearly 30 years and now feel§ishhas a dream job combining he
s i 0 We thank God for blessing us with her experience and faith in our mission.
On behalf of our staff, students and all the lives this mission touttiaes youfor your continued support!! It is through hearts like
yours that we are able to invite tomorrowbés | eaders into f
If you have any questions or would like to tell me about how LCM has changed your life, | would love to visit with yeelc&tlea
me at 605/228521 or email me atpaula@sdicm.orgAnd visit us atvww.sdlcm.org

Our mission: Expand minds, deepen faith and inspire servide
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