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I thought I would give you a brief re-
port on our South Dakota Synodical 
Convention  which was held June 12 -
13 at Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church 
at Spearfish .  The theme was ñLive 
Your Giftò and the whole assembly was 
very awarding to the 145 attending. 

Thursday  we were invited to open house at Lutheran 
Social Service Canyon Hills Home.  This is a home for 
26 boys and girls who need help in their lives.  Very 
interesting tour and a great staff who truly love their 
work with these young people. 

Supper was served at the church and Tom and Amy 
Minow entertained us with music.  Then off to the Pas-
sion Play which several of our members volunteered 
as cast members.  I had seen this about 25 years ago 
with my family and it was again a very impressive ex-
perience.  What a way to start a convention and an ex-
ample how Jesus gave his life for us. 

Friday morning we opened our convention with wor-
ship service with communion.  Rev. Kent Stillson offici-
ated and Bishop David Zellmer gave the message.  
Following the worship service, Bishop Zellmer shared a 
few remarks with the group.  The morning guest 
speaker was Donna Wright Dupret with Global Health 
Ministries, followed by the business meeting.  The 
noon luncheon which replaced the evening banquet 
was enjoyed by all and were entertained by Pete Buer, 
a rancher who played guitar and sang. 

Friday afternoon included a report from national head-
quarters by Kathy Schnierle of Ohio, Mission partner 
messages, Triennial Gathering message, Artemis 
House representative, installation of officers and com-
mission of triennial delegates. 

Love offering was taken for Artemis House and Bella 

Pregnancy Center and we thank everyone for the great 
response. 

With the convention was a silent auction fundraiser for 
Joy Ranch Kitchen fund.  I want to thank the ladies for 
the wonderful basket items donated, 36 total, and 
$1,200 was raised by this fundraiser.  In addition, Doris 
Stowe,  representing Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
of Watertown, presented a check of $2,000 from their 
recent garage sale for Joy Ranch. 

Following the close of the convention and coffee , 
we were invited by Lutheran Outdoors to weekend at 
Outlaw Ranch.  There were 12 guests who attended 
this outing.  It was a tremendous experience which in-
cluded tour and bonfire service Friday evening, Satur-
day morning at 5:30 a.m. Wildlife Loop Tour in Custer 
State Park, breakfast, tour of Atlantic Mountain Bible 
Camp and closed with noon lunch back at Outlaw 
Ranch.  The area is just beautiful and a wonderful ex-
perience for young and old to attend. 

I want to take this time to thank the many people 
who assisted in making the above events a suc-
cess  ï Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church staff and 
WELCA for the wonderful accommodations and food, 
Canyon Hills Home for the tour and refreshments, Neil 
Sorenson and Karen Kraus, Lutheran Outdoors and 
Outlaw Ranch staff for the wonderful camping experi-
ence. 

I also want to thank Kathy Schnierle from Churchwide 
for taking time to attend and bring her message.  Kathy 
had never been to South Dakota prior to this event and 
we sent her home in love with South Dakota. 

And lastly, I want to thank our officers for their dedica-
tion and expertise in making our convention a success 
and a rewarding experience for each of you attending.  
The messages and fellowship each of you received is 
a true blessing to take home to your church and com-
munity. 

Next yearôs convention will be held at First Lu-

theran at Mitchell.  The ladies there are excited to 

host  the event and plan now to join us.  

VOLUME XXVII  NUMBER 3                                                                                                                               July 2008  

PRESIDENT 

VERDELLE ANDERSON 



 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 ñWe always 

thank God for all of you, mentioning 

you in our prayers.  We continually 

remember before our God and Father 

your work produced by faith, your la-

bor prompted by love, and your endur-

ance inspired by hope in our Lord Je-

sus Christ.ò 

  Blessings of every kind will be my memories of the 

four years I have served as your Synodical Vice 

President.  

I will continue to support our organization through 

promotion and prayer.  The recent Interchange article 

about Carmen Richards, our Churchwide President 

should encourage each one of us to work to include 

every woman in our own congregation.  We need to 

let every one know why we enjoy Women of the 

ELCAðmaybe it is the Bible study or the fellowship 

or projects we enjoy.  When you attend a conference 

or Synodical event do you come home enthusiastic 

and then share that information?  Does your church 

have an encouraging temple talk once a month? 

When was the last time you invited someone to attend 

an event? 

      Be Refreshed. Be Inspired. Be Connected .I am 

excited for Salt Lake City and ñCome to the Wa-

tersò!  Our small church at Toronto has seven ladies 

attending the gathering and I invited my sister, sister-

in-law and niece. We have 36 ladies registered to ride 

the bus.  It will be great to Praise the Lord with al-

most 2000 ladies from around the world. It is not too 

early to begin planning to attend the convention in 

2011 in Spokane, Washington! 

      Remember, if you want a great experience; sub-

mit your name to the nominating committee for con-

sideration to become an officer next year.  The of-

fices that will be open will be Treasurer, Mission: 

Growth, Mission: Action and Mission Community 

plus two new members of the nominating committee. 

      Again I say Thank-you for the privilege of serv-

ing. I will treasure all the new and old friends and 

continue to uphold our organization in prayer.    Lori 

Jorenby, Outgoing Synodical Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

My husband Alvin and I celebrated 

our 40th Anniversary in March.  It has 

been a fruitful life of farming and rais-

ing six children and a joy to interact 

with them as adults and children of 

their own.  Alvin still farms with his 

brother and our son, so I can feel free 

to work within the realm of the church 

and community to my hearts content.  

W/ELCA is and has been a big part of my life as an 

adult.  I feel like it has given me confidence to live my 

faith in word and in action.  It has given me opportuni-

ties to meet many women with faith that exudes Jesus 

Christ and His love ï a love that centers on justice ï a 

love that does not judge - and a love that embraces all 

of Godôs creation.  I hope to be a part of creating inter-

est in the W/ELCA for women of all ages, that they 

too can fully embrace Godôs love through the caring 

and friendship of other women.  

I look forward to working with you as your Synodical 

Vice President.  

May the blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon 

you.  11 Thess 3:18 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, Dear Sisters in Christ! 

If you didnôt attend the 2008 South Da-

kota Synodical Convention in Spear-

fish in June, you missed out on some 

fun!  Many women and families at-

tended the Passion Play on Thursday 

night and then geared up for a full day on Friday.  We 

listened to a dynamic speaker, Donna Wright Dupret, 

talk about her work with Global Health.  How inspir-

ing she is!  We elected new officers, and itôs about that 

that I wish to write in a little bit.  Something new at 

convention this year was a silent auction to benefit Joy 

Ranch Kitchen, and WOW!  We made quite a bit of 

money from some very nice ñbasketsò to contribute 

toward SD Women of the ELCAôs pledge.  Thank you 

to the women who donated items; an especial thank   
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you to all the women who bid so generously on items.  

I wonôt have much to say about it in the future, but it 

was so successful that I think we should try it again! 

Kathy Heffernan has taken over the reins as secretary 

of the synodical board.  I had a chance to meet her at 

the transition meeting the end of June, and I know 

sheôll do a marvelous job.  Iôm SO BLESSED to have 

worked with the board the past four years, and one 

learns never to close the door when God is speaking to 

you.  If or when the time is right, Iôd gladly serve you 

again in some capacity.  I hope every one of you will 

consider saying YES to the nominating committee 

when they call on you in the future.  Quite frankly, the 

Lordôs work is hard work sometimes, but the blessings 

are so many. 

Kathy will still need the information I have asked for 

in the past.  Congregational units: please send ALL 

officer information to your conference secretary.  Con-

ference secretary: please send the synodical secretary 

(Kathy) a list of the coordinators/presidents from the 

congregations.  It goes without saying that all of this 

should be done sooner rather than later.  Oops!  I 

guess I said it anyway. 

I leave you with a pledge to see you next year at con-

vention in Mitchell!  Have a blessed year!  (In the 

meantime, Iôll spend a little more time cleaning my 

house and cuddling my cats!) 

Your grateful servant in Christ, 

Elayne Lande 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
My name is Kathy Heffernan 

and I'm the new synodical sec-

retary.  

I'm kind of a shy person and 

don't usually find myself 

in  situations where I am asked 

to talk about myself, but this is 

one of those, so here goes.  

I live in Wecota, SD which is 

9 miles north of Faulkton.  Wecota has 19 resi-

dents.  I am a member of Our Savior Lutheran 

Church in Faulkton.  

I was born and raised in Sioux City, IA and I have 2 

sisters and 1 brother. My parents have lived in the 

same house for 50 years and are avid S.C. Explorers 

fans.                                    

I graduated from Augustana College.  While at Augie 

I was involved in college Kiwanis and it was through 

this organization that I met my husband, Steve.   (It 

was along distance courtship as Steve was attending 

NSU in Aberdeen)    

I lost Steve to complications caused by MS in 2004, 

he was 45 years old.   We have 2 children:  Tom - 25 

and Lisa - 21.     

Tom graduated in May from Minnesota State Univer-

sity - Mankato with a degree in Ethnic Studies.  He is 

a musician and very active in at least 2 bands.  Tom 

will be entering the graduate program at MSU, this 

fall, and hopes to join the MSU faculty soon after he 

finishes his graduates studies.  I am very proud of 

him.  

Lisa will be a senior at Concordia College - Moor-

head, this fall.  She is majoring in Religion with an 

emphasis on Youth Ministeries.  She is the co-

coordinator of Sunday Night at East (campus worship 

service), interns at Olivet Lutheran in Fargo, and en-

joys spending time with her 3 roommates.  Her plans 

are to attend seminary either in Chicago or Du-

buque,IA.   

She is an awesome example of not letting obstacles 

get in your way of achieving your goals.  Lisa was 

born with spina bifida, which left her paraplegic, but 

like I said obstacles don't stop her.  She is a very in-

dependent person.  She makes her Mama proud.  

I am currently teaching science for grades 7 -12 at 

Conde school.  Conde school is one of about a dozen 

schools which is being forced to close in July , 2009, 

because our school attendance numbers are below 

100.    This school year will be full of emotions as 

2009 will be the 100th anniversary of Conde 

School. I commute 54 miles to teach everyday.  

When I'm not at school, I'm filling my  "spare" time 

working with 2 Girl Scout Troops.  At Our Savior 

Lutheran I'm involved in choir, Sunday School, am 

the Youth Director for the 7 -12 program, and serve 

as Vice President of our WELCA.  I also volunteer at 

Faulkton's newspaper collection trailer.    

I look forward to serving as your synodical secretary 

and hearing from many of you. 
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Dear WELCA sisters, 

It was so much fun to meet many of 

you in Spearfish.  Thanks to the la-

dies of Our Saviorôs for entertaining 

us so well.  Hope to see you all again 

in Mitchell next year. 

Here are a few numbers from the convention:  The 

offering was $5721 (your unit can still send in an 

offering if you have not done so.)  The Love offering 

was $678 plus many items to be used by the Spear-

fish facilities.  The Joy Ranch auction netted $1330. 

About 140 people attended the convention.  Other 

than guests it was divided up this way:  52% were 

from Bear Butte, 14% from Medary, 7% from 

Crossroads, 6% from Northern Plains, 9% from Prai-

rie Rivers, 4% from Prairie Coteau, 7% from South-

eastern. 

Many of your units have sent in a Triennial offering, 

also.  We will take those offerings with us to Salt 

Lake City along with the $500 that was budgeted by 

the board as an offering.  The total to date is $1000 

that we will contribute from SD units and synodical 

board.  There is still time for your unit to participate 

if you so desire.  It will not get to me in time to take 

to Salt Lake, but we can always send them in later. 

I want to add my welcome to Margene, Karen, and 

Kathy as new members of the synodical board.  We 

will certainly miss Lori, Elayne, and Ruth and are so 

appreciative of the work they have done.  We mourn 

Ruthôs untimely passing and ask for Godôs blessing 

on her family. 

In His Service, Mary Abraham, Synodical Treasurer 

OUR SYMPATHY  
Ruth Fink, 70, died June 27, 2008 at Golden Living 

Center, Armour. Funeral services will be Tuesday, 

July 1, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. at Hope Lutheran 

Church, Delmont, with Rev. Michael Jacobson offi-

ciating and burial following in Hope Lutheran ceme-

tery, Delmont 

 

 
  

Greetings From Mission Action, 

Was great to see so many of you at the 

Synodical Gathering in Spearfish.  We 

had a very informative meeting.  A real 

highlight of the gathering to me was 

hearing a speaker who was instrumental in the starting 

of Global Health Ministries.  Their need is so great and 

all the medical things you collect and the kits you put 

together are really put to good use. This would be the 

Midwife Kits and the HIV/AIDS Kits. The used suit-

cases that you give are used by the volunteers that 

travel to the countries.  They fill them with some of the 

most needed supplies when they travel and then just 

leave them there. Your donations can be left at Connie 

Larson's in Watertown.  A site to leave donations in the 

West River Area is needed. 

Erika Lehman, who serves on the board for Lutheran 

World Relief reminded us that LWR has need of quilts 

and all kinds of kits.  There have been so many natural 

disasters around the world that their supplies are de-

pleted.  Do not wait until fall to send your quilts and 

kits if you have a way to get them to LWR now.  In 

2007 452,870 quilts were requested to meet the hu-

manitarian needs around the world. That was the most 

distributed in a year since 1999.  The current invento-

ries are not able to meet the needs expressed by the 

overseas partners.  Those of you who get the Inter-

change can read about the need in the May issue. 

Erika also told us that in Hayti cookies are being made 

with clay or dirt as a filler with just a little food in 

them.  Empty bellies are painful so if they can have 

something to eat the children will not be as unhappy 

even though the nutrition is minimal.  The Hunger Ap-

peal is in need of donations. 

We are preparing for the Officer's Workshop in Huron 

on July 25 and 26.  I will get as much information to-

gether for you as I can.  We will have an opportunity to 

share ideas between the conferences.  Do plan to attend 

and bring your ideas to share. 

Many of us will be off to Salt Lake City for the Trien-

nial next week so it is a busy time.  I look forward to 

the fellowship and spiritual growth gained from a week 

of sharing with other Lutheran Women across the na-
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tion. 

May the Lord continue to Bless each of you in the 

work you do for the Lord.    

Marcia Heinje, Mission Action Coordinator 

ñThis is the day which the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.ò 

Psalm 118:24 

It is a beautiful summer day today.  We 

have a picnic planned for this evening 

with some friends and that is commu-

nity. 

All of our mission partners are a part of community.  

Keep them in your prayers and remember them with 

your gifts when possible.  We need to get to know 

them and spread their mission.  That is a part of our 

responsibility. 

As of today, June 29, our pledges and gifts to Joy 

Ranch Kitchen total $116,786.84.  Wow! It just keeps 

climbing.  Remember we passed a resolution to give 

$200,000.  Continue to do whatever you can to make 

this project a reality. 

Joy Ranch is a part of Lutherans Outdoors in SD and 

will be the fifth camp in our state.  It will be a camp 

for everyone but the main emphasis will be kids with 

disabilities.  Therapeutic horseback riding will be a 

part of the camp. 

When we were in Spearfish, I spoke for Answer the 

Call because Mark Wagner was ill.  Iôm glad to report 

that Mark is doing better.  He says he is on too many 

medications and has three stents so he will set off any 

metal machine he passes.  He wanted me to thank all 

of you for your prayers and support of Answer the 

Call. 

We also passed a resolution to give $150,000, over 

five years, to Answer the Call.  So far we have given 

$25,000.  Answer the Call is to help young pastors 

who are striving to overcome large debt from College 

and Seminary. 

So, we continue to be BOLD in our support of all our 

mission partners.  

Vivian Westgard  
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Psalm 119:105--Your word is a lamp 

to my feet and a light for my path. 

  

As we look forward to fall,( although 

it seems summer has just started) I 

would like to encourage your local 

units to study the Bible Study in the Luther Woman 

today.  The Bible Studies are good but also the 

magazine has so many interesting articles that I 

think you are missing something if you do not take 

the magazine. 

  

This falls Bible Study is co-authored by the Revs. 

Gwen Sayler and Ann Fritschel and is called "The 

Hidden Hand of God: Wisdom Stories from the 

Books Ruth, Daniel and Esther. 

  

The Rev. Gwen Sayler is a professor of Hebrew Bi-

ble at Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.  She is 

a deaconess in the Valparaiso Lutheran deaconess 

community and an ELCA pastor.  The Rev. Ann 

Fritschel is associate professor of Hebrew Bible at 

Wartburg Seminary.  Before her academic career, 

she served churches in Dickinson, Mohall, and 

Hamerly, N.D.  She is the director of the Center for 

Global Theologies at the seminary.   

  

In the complexity of todayôs world the wisdom sto-

ries of Ruth, Daniel 1-6 and Esther will make us 

think about our call to discipleship in todayôs world. 

We will find three recurring "H" themes throughout 

the study. 

  

The first word is a Hebrew word "hesed" which 

means extraordinary loving loyalty. Studying these 

books will help us to examine how God is calling us. 

  

Heroic actions involve great risks to the ones per-

forming them.  They are brave actions for the sake 

of others.  Studying these passages will challenge us 

as we look at the risks God calls us to take. 

  

 

MISSION COMMUNITY 
VIVIAN WESTGARD 

MISSION GROWTH 
DARLENE JERVIK 
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Hidden hand refers to the often-unseen presence of 

God in all three books.  Sometimes, when we are 

faced with trials we sometimes feel that God 

has  abandoned us but by studying these books we 

will see that He is always with us. 

  

This sounds like a  very interesting Bible Study and 

am excited as I am going to the Triennial and have 

signed up for this workshop so hopefully when we 

have our workshop the last part of July I will have 

much more to share. 

  

Just had our transition meeting and know we will 

greatly miss Elayne and Lori but looking forward to 

working with the new officers.   

  

I ask you to pray for all the women who are going to 

the Triennial .  It sounds great. 

  

Darlene Jervik, Mission Growth  

 

 

 

What a fun - busy, spirit-filled conven-

tion we hosted in Spearfish, at Our 

Saviors Lutheran Church.  From a 

women that was chairman from the 

hosting church; it is a lot of working 

together with your local unit and the 

Conference board.  We had so much 

help, even the men's group from our church helped 

with the set-up and heavy moving.  I encourage you 

all to be a part of doing a state convention in your 

conference.  It was a great time of working together 

and fellowship as we planned and prepared for the 

event. As our Churchwide President, Carmen Rich-

ards reminded us in the July INTERCHANGE  our 

mission is coming together as workers in Gods King-

dom- as women of the church, and we sure did  for 

this convention.  

  

Our  theme this year was "Live Your Gift", Ephesians 

2:8-  FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED 

THROUGH FAITH; AND THIS IS NOT YOUR 

OWN DOING, IT IS A GIFT OF GOD. We had 

many individuals' gifts shared with the whole con-

vention process.  God is good and we all agreed it 

was to HIS glory and honor. 

  

  
 

We had two groups in Spearfish that were so grateful 

for our wonderful Love Offerings.  Thanks to all that 

donated! 

I want to remind you all of our Mission Statement for 

the Women of the ELCA of South Dakota that talks 

about our gifts also: 

  "As a community of Women, 

created in the image of God 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit- 

We commit ourselves to 

grow in faith 

to affirm our gifts, 

and support one another in our callings 

engage in ministry and action" 

  

 Now we are off to the Triennial in Salt Lake and 

hope you can join us.  If not ask us all about it the 

next time you see us. 

 Thank you all your prayers and support. 

"Blessings", 

 Janet M 
To order Max Meyer's CDs- send $15.00 each to:  (he has 3 

different CDs currently). 

phone number 722-1965 

MAY MEYER'S CDs 

125 E. Colorado Blvd. 

Spearfish, SD. 57783 

Greetings to my Sisters in Christ, 

  

Since I am new at this job, and this is my first article, 

I will begin by telling you a little about myself. 

I was born and raised on a farm near Madison, SD,  

attended and graduated from Rutland High School 

in 1963, received my BA degree in Sociology from 

Augustana College in 1967.  Worked for the SD 

Dept. of Social Work 1967-1971.  

Married Floyd Dimick of Academy, SD on October 

1st, 1971 and live on the family farm near Academy. 

  

I have been an active member of Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Platte, since the end of 1971.  Presently 

serve as co-president of our Women of the ELCA 

unit, chairman of the Hannah Bible study group, 

member of the church library board, member of 

MEMBER AT LARGE 
JANET MATTISON 

NEW 

MEMBER AT LARGE 
KAREN DIMICK 
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the church council. 

  

Past involvement:  served on our WELCA board as 

vice-president, Mission Growth Secretary.  Attended 

the Triennial Gathering in 1999, delegate to Triennial 

Convention in 2005. 

  

Other community involvement:  36-year active vol-

unteer for the American Cancer Society, chair of the 

ACS Daffodil Days event for many years and have 

been committee chair of our ACS Relay For Life 

event since 2000.  Past secretary/treasurer of the Lake 

George cemetery association. 

  

Summer is in "full swing", we see everything looking 

so green, the crops growing, life going on.  We thank 

God for His bountiful goodness! 

  

But in our community there have been so many 

deaths the past month or so.  Three younger men, in 

their 50's lost to cancer; a 62-year old woman dies 

peacefully in her sleep, leaving two sons and their 

families to mourn her loss; and an 84-year old man 

who had battled ill health for many months. 

  

We question the loss of all of them, especially those 

so young.  Yes, it's hard to lose someone who is 

older, also...but it always seems harder when it is 

someone younger.  We can't know, we don't know, 

we are not supposed to know...WHY? 

   

God knows and we know that He is always with us, 

to comfort and keep us in His loving arms.  We can 

be thankful that we have that "Blessed Assurance". 

That we have the hope and assurance that we truly 

are His, if we truly believe  And that someday we 

will be with Him in our heavenly home. 

  

Pray for all who are attending the 7th Triennial 

Convention and Gathering of the Women of the 

ELCA! 

Sincerely in Christ, Karen Dimick 

Top 12 Reasons  

for more U.S. Poverty-

Focused Development Assis-

tance  

 
12. World Food Crisis  
The current crisis emphasizes the 

importance of sustainable local agricultural produc-

tion for the world's people rather than dependence on 

food imports.  

11. Ease Unnecessary Suffering  
Poverty-focused development assistance focuses on 

programs most directly addressing root causes of 

hunger and poverty, such as agriculture, clean water, 

nutrition, basic education, and health.  

10. The U.S. could be more generous.  

Compared to our wealth, the U.S. is near the bottom 

of the list of well-off, industrialized countries. We 

only allot 0.16% of our country's income (GNI), 

while others devote much higher proportions, propor-

tionally up to 6 times what we give. 

9. This assistance does not detract from helping 

people at home.  

The U.S. budget does not need to neglect local pov-

erty. The poverty-focused development assistance 

portion of the budget is so small that it would remain 

a small portion of the budget even it doubled or tri-

pled. The U.S. is big enough, creative enough, and 

wealthy enough that we can help global neighbors 

and local neighbors too.  

8. It's effective!  

Poverty-focused development assistance has been 

shown to make dramatic impacts in people's 

lives. Note the progress! For the first time since this 

number has been recorded, the number of people liv-

ing on less than $1 a day has fallen below 1 billion. 

More children are in school, more people have access 

to clean water and sanitation, and more children are 

living past the age of five. With the help of U.S. 

funding, 1 million people in developing countries 

have access to HIV drugs and can live and work and 

raise their children.  

7. People are working hard to meet the Millen-

BREAD FOR THE WORLD 

Cathy Brechtelsbauer  

ANYONE can receive a copy of this newsletter by  

e-mail at no charge.  Please send your name and e-

mail address to Lmbirk@itctel.com.  This will be in 

PDF format so that you can open it if you have PDF, 

which I will instruct you in downloading a free copy 

when I send the newsletter out.         Lucille 
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nium Development Goals (MDGs)  

Campaigns are hard at work in all regions of the 

world to make these major impacts on poverty, hun-

ger, health, education, access to water, etc. We can 

and should support the efforts of people and govern-

ments and other organizations in poor countries. They 

are doing the biggest share of the work.  

6. It helps reduce corruption  
U.S. poverty-focused development assistance pro-

grams, such as the Millennium Challenge Account, 

require a strong anti-corruption record. To qualify, 

countries must take steps to show their commitment 

to fighting corruption, such as passing strong anti-

corruption laws, strengthening oversight institutions, 

opening up the public policy-making process to more 

public scrutiny, and increasing corruption-related in-

vestigations and prosecutions.  

5. Supports LWR & other partner development 

agencies  
The effectiveness of our foreign assistance is en-

hanced when it provides matching funds that multiply 

the work of church development work and other pri-

vate efforts. Success is about partnerships.  

4. Better international relations  
Our moral standing in the world could be enhanced 

dramatically, if cutting extreme poverty, hunger and 

disease (as outlined by the MDGs) would be a prior-

ity of our foreign policy.  This would also help to cre-

ate a sense goodwill toward our country.  

3. We have promises to keep  

In 2000, the United States joined all countries in the 

world in commitments to support the Millennium De-

velopment Goals (MDGs) to improve life for the 

worldôs poorest people by 2015. Recent U.S. in-

creases of $1 billion to $2 billion are welcome, but 

they are not enough.  Increases of at least $5 billion a 

year for a few years are needed to fulfill our commit-

ments to reduce hunger and extreme poverty.  

2. Itôs about our family  

"The earth is the Lord's and all who live in it." Psalm 

24:1 This is about helping our brothers and sisters as 

they work to make their livelihoods sustainable.  

1. Fits the Biblical mandate  
Ending hunger and poverty is a high priority with 

God. The Biblical record shows God holding all lev-

els of society responsible: individuals, communities, 

employers, governments, churches. No one is ex-

empted, and those who care for the poor are blessed.  

-----  

TODAYôS DREAM 
TOMORROWS REALITY 

MARGENE THOMPSON 

At the June 2008 Rome summit on the world food 

crisis, UN Food & Agriculture Organization director-

general Jacques Diouf summed it up: "The problem 

of food insecurity is a political one. It is a question of 

priorities in the face of the most fundamental of hu-

man needs. And it is those choices made by govern-

ments that determine the allocation of resources."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions:  What purpose did it 

serve in the Democratic campaign 

to have Barak Obama described as 

the African American male candi-

date and to have Hillary Clinton as 

the woman candidate?  Not the 

white woman candidate, but the 

woman candidate?  What is the 

context that we are missing when 

people failed to attribute her race to her?  What con-

text are we trying to make sure we include when we 

refer to Barak Obama as African American?  

As an anti-racist, this omission/inclusion was reveal-

ing and food for thought.  Just why is this so?  Just 

why is it acceptable and for some people- not even 

worth noticing?  What are we saying about our cul-

ture and society when white is invisible?  What 

makes it invisible?  Is it because it is the default 

race?  If I donôt tell you other wise, assume a person 

is white?  Sort of like male being the default gender 

for pastor, isnôt it?  Unless I tell you otherwise, as-

sume a pastor is male.  Unless I tell you otherwise, 

assume a candidate is white.  

What does this say about us as people?  What does it 

say about our attitudes?  

Taken from Inez Torrez Davis, CW Associate for 

Programs  

TDTR team leaders:  Mardella Bieber, Margene 

Thompson 

From TDTR 

CNN presents: 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 9:00 PM ET 

Black in America 
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If they canôt read the words 

They canôt read The Word 

Pass the Word 

Through Your Church!  

 

:  Your church can help... 
 

:  Provide a safe space for tutors and students to work to-         

gether. 

:  Let students have access to the church nursery during 

lessons. 

:   Provide funding for Christian literacy material (Bibles, 

lessons). 

:  Volunteer to help your local or state literacy council. 

:  Become a tutor. 

:  Help with child care during tutoring sessions. 

:  Provide rides for students as needed. 

:  Don't put people on the spot in Bible studies. 

           Ask for volunteers instead of taking turns reading 

passages. 

:  Be a prayer partner for a tutor. 

:  Be willing to read Scripture to someone. 

:  Keep in mind that religious vocabulary is often not un-

derstood. 

:  Invite someone to talk to your church circle about liter-

acy. 

:     If there are migrant laborers in your area, start an ESL 

church ministry. 
 

LITERACY  RESOURCES 
ProLiteracy.Org /New Readers Press 

(Teaching supplies for Basic Literacy & ESL) 

National Institute for Literacy, www.nifl.gov. 

Information on literacy programs across the nation. 

 

Read more about literacy efforts in South Dakota at 

www.ReadSD.org 

 

Friendship Ministries (Christian Reformed Church) 

(A good source for low-level Christian  Bible Study 

materials for adult new readers & pre-readers) 

www.friendship.org 

South Dakota Contact: Betty VanderZee 

<cbvzee@msn.com>, 1-605-627-5138 

 

Questions? Suggestions?  

Contact: Sally Hillner 

SD WELCA CHURCH LITERACY 

1-605-692-5560, <sallyh@brookings.net> 

LITERACY  
SALLY HILLNER  

LUTHERAN  
SOCIAL SERVICES 

ñIn the beginning, I was overwhelmed with my finan-

cial situation. Now I feel I can conquer and control 

it,ò said a LSS Consumer Credit Counseling client. 

ñThey genuinely cared about our financial situation 

and were nonjudgmental. It felt like 300 pounds was 

lifted from our shoulders.ò CCCS provides free and 

low cost services including individual budget coun-

seling, debt management, and community education. 

These services are specifically designed to help cli-

ents take control of their finances now to strengthen 

their financial stability in the future. Last year, LSS 

served more than 18,000 people through its credit 

counseling services. Without you, the work of the 

LSS mission would not be possible. For more infor-

mation: www.lsssd.org or 800-568-2401.  

Many ladies and families attended the óWeekend at 

Outlaw Ranchô following the Convention in Spear-

fish.  A good time was enjoyed by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUTHERANS OUTDOORS 

http://www.nifl.gov
http://www.ReadSD.org
http://www.friendship.org
mailto:cbvzee@msn.com
mailto:sallyh@brookings.net
http://www.lsssd.org/

