
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under  

heaven…” Ecclesiastes 3:1 

      A new year brings with it a lot of talk about beginnings and endings.  

We mark the end of one chronological year and start the beginning of another.  

So often beginnings and endings bring a multitude of emotion—joy, anguish, 

and everything in between.  As defined as beginnings and endings can be, when 

transitions arise, we are most often still grappling for a sense of stability and 

peace.   

      It is well known that Martin Luther spent much of his life mired in des-

pair.  In circumstances where he could not see any light, the story is shared that 

he would simply make the sign of the cross on his forehead to physically remind 

himself that he was baptized, and that his days were in God’s hands.   

      During the month of January, we celebrate the baptism of our Lord, but 

we also celebrate our own baptisms and we renew our commitment to living  

Gospel-filled lives.  Does that mean that each day will bring with it only good?  

No.  But it does mean that we are free to trust in the abundant and eternal future 

that God has promised.  In the third chapter of Ecclesiastes, we are reminded 

that there is a time and a season for everything.    

      As we find ourselves more intentionally thinking about endings and be-

ginnings, I am reminded of a poem that has been shared with me at transitional 

moments in my life.  I invite you to rest in God’s grace as you also reflect on the 

words of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin in his poem, “Patient Trust”:   

“Above all, trust in the slow work of God.   

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.   

We should like to skip the intermediate stages.   

We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.   

And yet it is the law of progress that is made by passing through some states of 

instability—and that it may take a very long time.   

And so I think it is with you.  Your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, let 

them shape themselves, without undue haste.   

Don’t try to force them on, as though you could be today what time (that is to 

say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will) will make of you 

tomorrow.   

Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming within you will be.   

Give our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you, and accept 

the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete.” 
 

      May you know the deep and enduring peace of Christ today and always.  

New Year Blessings to you!   

Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church 

Patient Trust 

January 2012 

The Mission of Spirit 

of Joy Lutheran 

Church is: 

¶ To INVITE people 

to a transforming 

faith in                 

Jesus Christ. 

¶ To GROW with one 

another into Jesus’ 

likeness. 

¶ To SERVE as Jesus’ 

compassionate com-

munity in the world. 

Pastor Rebecca Freeman 
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Spirit of Joy Book Club 
 

SoJ Evening Book Group will meet Tuesday, Jan-

uary 3 at 7:00pm at Spirit of Joy to discuss My 

Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliveira.  

Spirit of Joy Morning Book Group will meet  

Thursday, January 26, 9:00am in the SoJ Library to 

discuss My Name is Mary Satter by RobinOliveira. 

 

Men’s Breakfast  
Spirit of Joy men are invited to breakfast and con-

versation Thursday mornings, 6:30-8:00 at Cracker 

Barrel. 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

The SoJ Women’s Bible Study is in Lutheran 

Woman Today.  The study this month is January 

19th, 7:00pm at the home of Sharon Tonjes,  

  100 W. 17th Street #105.  Phone 212-7376 

SOJ Sprouts   
 

In January our children will be 

learning the story of the Widow’s 

Offering from the Gospel of 

Mark.   Our whole congregation 

will be reading Mark in January as 

part of Growing in God’s Word. 

The Widow’s Offering is found in 

Mark 12:41.   
 

 

Do you know it takes 23 dedicated partners each week to 

guide the children in their Christian learning? We are 

seeking volunteers for the winter and spring.  
 

 

Parents, if you have not yet volunteered, or would like to 

serve again, we are still in need of Sunday and  

Wednesday help. The material is fun and easy to prepare. 

Please   contact Stacy Kock or Christa Henderson to  

assist with this important faith journey with our kids.  
 

 

Sprout Coordinators: Stacy   skock@sio.midco.net  or                  

Christa mchenderson@sio.midco.net  
 

 

Christmas Sprout Schedule:  Spirit of Joy Sprouts will 

not meet on Sunday January 1st or Wednesdays        

December 28th and January 4th. 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 

the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”   

Mark 1:11 
 

 

 

 

Spirit of Joy  ~ Growing in God’s Word  

Focus Verse     January 2012 

Growing in God’s Word 

Gospel of Mark ~ “Beginnings” 
 

“In the beginning…”  Genesis 1:1 

“The beginning of the good news of  

Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Mark 1:1 
 

We began our Growing in God’s Word 

initiative last fall with the book of  

Genesis. We then journeyed through 1 

Samuel in November and heard the prophet Isaiah 

speak to us in December. In January we arrive at 

another new “beginning.”  The gospel writer of 

Mark is eager to proclaim the beginning of the 

good news of  

Jesus—and eager for his readers to know a new 

beginning, too.  Join us this month as we, too, are 

brought to new beginnings with the good news of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

  Sunday Forums  
 

January 15 ~ Gospel of Mark “A Live Performance 

 of Mark’s Gospel” by Philip Ruge-Jones.   

January 22 ~ “Live Performance of Mark” Part 2 

January 29 ~ “Live Performance of Mark” Part 3 

 

Join us in the Galilee Room at 10 am on Sundays for 

this marvelous DVD series. You will never read or hear 

Mark the same again!   The Greatest Story ~ Jesus 
16-Week Bible Conversation 

Fridays at 9—10:15 am,  Begins January 13th 
 

This series is for anyone who wants to encounter the Jesus of 

the four Gospels and see how his story connect to our stories.  
 

You do not need to know your Bible well, or 

even at all. We are all learners and all are  

welcome. 
 

If interested, contact Katherine Eisele for a  

participant book. Or just come!  
 

family@spiritofjoy.net  
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Ministry Resources 

Financial Statistics                   

Thru October 31, 2011 
Checking Account: 

 General Fund              $  21,266.74 

 Building Fund    $  15,773.80 

 Donor Restricted  $    7,861.37 

 Sunday School  $    2,636.84 
  

Savings Accounts: 
 Building    $  68,973.78 

 Donor  Restricted  $  79,579.68 

Total Cash Balance                         $196,592.21 
 

Year-to-Date Income for Ministry      $342,650.71 

Year-to-Date Ministry Expenses         $330,697.85 

Net Income/(Deficit) for Ministry      $   11,952.86 

Comparing Facts and Figures 

 November 

2009 

November 

2010 

November 

2011 

Attendance 1489 1149 1363 

General  

Offering 
$41,412.72 $26,033.45 $27,662.22 

Building 

Offering 
$24,018,25 $34,275.24 $15,773.60 

Spirit of Joy Information 
Pastor:           Jeff Eisele  

Pastor:         Rebecca Freeman 

Operations Manager:       Daryl Sopko 

Family Ministry :       Katherine Eisele 

Worship Arts:         Robyn Starks Holcomb 

         Susan Wold Rohde 

Church Office:         (605) 333-2004 

Fax Number:            (605) 333-6908 

Office Hours:    Monday-Friday 8:30-Noon; 1:00-4:30 

 Sunday Schedule 
Worship: 8:45am & 11:00am, Education 10:00 

Wednesday Schedule 
Worship: 6:15, Education 6:45 

 

Nursery available for children accompanied by parent.   
 

Location: 2208 W. LaQuinta Street 

 Website:  www.spiritofjoy.net 
 

Windswept is published the last Thursday of every month.  

All submissions are due in the office by the Thursday  

prior to publication. 

Spirit of Joy Cookbook 

If you are looking for a gift for someone 

on your gift list, look no further.  Pick up 

a copy of the Spirit of Joy cookbook, 

Cooking with Joy, for yourself or as a 

holiday gift.  Cost of the book is just $12 and is filled 

with delicious, tried and proven recipes provided by 

Spirit of Joy partners.  Cookbooks are available in the 

church narthex or in the church office. Money collected 

from the sale of the books goes toward the building debt 

reduction fund. 

2012 Leadership Team 

¶ Laura Phillips - President 

¶ Bill Brieher - Vice-president/President elect 

¶ Fred Thurman - Treasurer 

¶ Kristi Paulsen - Secretary 

¶ Ron Frary - Worship Team Leader 

¶ Angie Schrader - Growth Team Leader 

¶ Scott Wittrock - Ministry Resources Team 

¶ Kelly Ballew - Outreach Team 

A special thanks to out going Team members: 

¶ Ken Versteeg - President 

¶ Peggy VanMeter - Secretary 

¶ Teresa Buell - Growth Team Leader 

¶ Gene Kruse - Outreach Team Leader 

Offering Envelopes 

2012 Offering envelopes are now 

available in the church narthex.  Part-

ners are encouraged to use their offer-

ing envelopes.  Use of envelopes helps 

our offering counters properly record your gifts.   

Partners that use Simply Giving can still place their en-

velopes in the offering basket, just place a Simply Giv-

ing sticker on the envelope.  Stickers are available in the 

church office. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.angel-guide.com/images/www.angel-guide.com-angel-cooking-implements-cooking-clipart-cook-clipart.angel-accessories-blue.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lucylearns.com/coloring-dog-sheet.html&usg=__ZTiwaiwC8UkGn_
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.annunciation.ca.goarch.org/ministries/images/OfferingBaskets.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.annunciation.ca.goarch.org/ministries/stewardship.php&usg=__ZKdBimh0bGzyvR1isgiFUxKwAh0=&h=525&w=700&sz=53&hl=en&start
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Outreach 

Community Offering 
For the month of January we will be collecting: 

Hearty Canned Soup 
To be distributed by Food to You in February 

Please leave your donation in the  

basket in the church narthex 

   Meet Michael Busbey,  
SD Synod’s Missionary to Nicaragua 

 Michael has visited and assisted some of 

the communities that have been flooded.  

Please keep Michael in your prayers.   
 

To learn more about the flooding you may follow 

Michael and his work in Nicaragua on his blog:    

http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com.  

Michael’s email address is:  

hermandades@iluterana.org 

Seeds for Nicaragua    

The South Dakota Synod would like to raise $13,000 

to purchase seeds to support our companion commu-

nities who depend on agriculture for their economic 

well-being. Please consider giving a special offering 

to our Lutheran companions in Nicaragua. 

Gifts may be included with your regular offering and 

placed in the offering plate or dropped off at the Spir-

it of Joy office. Gifts should be designated to 

"Nicaragua-Seeds for Spring 2012".  Spirit of Joy 

will forward your offering to the Synod Office.  The 

Synod plans to forward these funds to Nicaragua by 

mid-February so seed can be secured and distributed 

to farmers in the spring. 
 

Thank you for thinking of others as mutual Children 

of God, brothers and sisters in God's work. Our 

hands. 

Sharing the Dream in Guatemala 

In December SoJ sold handcrafted 
items for Sharing the Dream in 
Guatemala.   

The crafts that are created by indig-
enous Guatemalan (mostly women) 
weavers, beaders, and wood craft-
ers who work in cooperatives are 
sold by Sharing the Dream volun-
teers who then return 93% of the proceeds to the 
artisans who use this money to support their fami-
ly's basic needs - food, shelter, school supplies, and 
medicine.  

Spirit of Joy partners purchased $430                   
of Guatemalan Crafts.  

Karen Krause—ministry coordinator for Sharing the 

Dream—reports that the monies  

collected from the sales are already back in the 

hands of the artisans in Guatemala.  
 

Thank you for supporting this cause! 

    Blood Mobile!   
Sunday, December 11, Spirit of Joy part-

ners donated 15 unites of blood to the 

Community Blood Bank.  The 15 units 

collected means at least 45 seriously ill 

patients Will be helped right here at 

home.  Over 6 blood drives Spirit of Joy partners 

have contributed 107 units of blood.  Awesome job! 

Community Blood Bank is the sole supplier of blood 

and blood products to 29 hospitals in SW Minnesota,  

Eastern South Dakota and NW Iowa. 

Good Night Bags 

41 Good Night Bags were made by the Soul Sisters 

and Friends of the Library. Each canvas bag con-

tained a blanket or quilt, a stuffed animal, and a bed-

time story book.  They are being given to the Chil-

dren’s Inn in Sioux Falls and to the Missouri Shores 

Domestic Violence Center in Pierre.  

Thanks to the children who decorated and filled the 

bags, to those who stitched the bags and some of  the 

blankets and quilts, to those who donated blankets, 

books, and bears, and to those who  delivered the 

bags. 

http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com/
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                                                 Worship     

 

Prayers of the Church 

Healing and Strength for:  

*Vince Lange; Mike Edwardson;  Ross Alvine;           

Ken Munch; Dick Waggoner; Duane Smith; Jeff 

Selchert; and Janice Vreim. 
 

Thanksgiving for:  

*the baptisms of  Sid and Max Rowe, sons of Kip and 

Lea Rowe on December 4th. 

*the baptism of Jaxen James Brende, son of Jamie 

and Jeff Brende on December 18th. 

*Spirit of Joy’s many musicians who blessed us with 

their gifts this past Advent and Christmas! 
 

Guidance, Protection, Help and Encouragement for:  

*Mike Busbey as he serves in ministry with the              

Lutheran Church  in Nicaragua. 

*for Pat and Roe Eidsness and the first partners of 

WestSide Lutheran Church as they help develop our 

newest sister congregation in Sioux Falls. 

*for a lasting solution to peace with justice between 

Israelis and Palestinians. 

*for all who live out their Christian faith in nations 

and neighborhoods where persecution and danger are 

daily realities. 

*for all who risk their lives to make peace in Iraq,              

Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, and Mexico, including 

soldiers serving in the military, their loved ones at 

home, and those wounded in body, mind and spirit. 

*for Bishop Mark Hanson, and Bishop Dave Zellmer 

as they lead the ELCA and our SD Synod.  

Come and Worship 

Join partners and friends of Spirit of Joy in worship 

in the new year as we read in the Scriptures and tes-

tify with our lives the unfolding story of God-with-

us, Jesus the Christ 
 

 January 1st-New Year’s Day 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8; Matthew 25:31-46 
 

January 8th-Baptism of Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
 

January 15th-2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Mark 1:12-13 
 

January 22nd-3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
 

January 29th-4th Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

A Prayer for the New Year 

Almighty God, as we stand at the begin-

ning of this new year we confess our need 

of Your presence and Your guidance as we 

face the future. 
 

We each have our hopes and expectations 

for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone know 

what it holds for us, and only You can give us the 

strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its chal-

lenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into Your 

hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our 

lives during this coming year.   

Daily Prayer in 2012 

Looking for some guidance for the practice of               

prayer and devotional reading of the Bible in the 

New Year?  One newer guide to consider is Com-

mon Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals.  

This book of prayer, a collaboration of prayer and 

writings from many branches of Christianity, sug-

gests a brief daily order of morning prayer for each 

day of the year.  The order includes a reading from 

the Psalms, suggested readings 

from both the Old and New Testa-

ment each day, a quote or story 

from the history of the Church, and 

suggested prayers.       

The book also includes great intro-

ductions to the purpose of liturgy, the seasons of the 

church year, and some of the places faith and daily 

life intersect.  The book is a great resource, but you 

can also access the daily orders for prayer from the 

book at www.commonprayer.net   Check it out. 

http://www.commonprayer.net
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This Month at Spirit of Joy 

Thanks to everyone who provided pictures this month. 

The Body of Christ 



 

 Events 
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    Library News 

After the hectic pace of the holidays, 

maybe we might try a new year’s resolution to slow 

down and read more--to help learn and grow in 

faith.  A couple of ideas: 

The Quiet Eye by American sculptress Sylvia Shaw 

Judson is not specifically a religious book but an art 

book which offers much to think about.  It is very 

short--33 pictures of artwork and brief quota-

tions.  Many are Biblical subjects.   The author’s 

purpose is to communicate “a sense of affirmation, 

of wonder, of trust.”  You can enjoy just looking at 

the pictures or thinking about the words. 

Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan tells the 

stories behind many of our best-loved hymns and the 

impact these hymns have had on people.  Each arti-

cle is only one page long, so it is easy to read. The 

music and words for each hymn are included. 

In the Footsteps of the Master  is a beautiful combi-

nation of Bible verses and photographs from the Ho-

ly Land.  A Heart Awake to Beauty uses short arti-

cles and poems about nature to encourage thinking 

about the beauty of the natural world.  

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
 

Join us on Wednesday nights at Spirit of Joy for a full 

meal from 5:30 to 6:15 in our gathering area.  Cost of the 

meal is only $3.50 per person.  (Children three and under 

eat free) 

 

Jan 4 Broasted Chicken, Cheesy Hash Browns. 

Jan 11 Soup & Sandwiches 

Jan 18  Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

Jan 25 Spaghetti, Tossed Salad, French Bread 
 

Small Groups at Spirit of Joy 
 

Small Groups connect us to one an-

other in Jesus Christ  through shar-

ing, mission, prayer and study.  

Small groups at Spirit of Joy wel-

come you to join them.  A comprehensive list of 

small groups is maintained on our website:   

www.spiritofjoy.net    

Faith Formation at Spirit of Joy 

A Conversation 
January 19 at 7 pm 

 

Mr. Jim LaDoux—Faith Formation Consultant from  

Vibrant Faith Ministries will be at Spirit of Joy for 

an initial conversation with our Growth Team and 

Leadership Team.  As Spirit of Joy continues to grow 

we are revisiting our desired faith formation outcomes, 

our future staffing needs, and evaluating our current 

models of children, youth and adult  

spiritual formation. 
 

Mr. LaDoux and Vibrant Faith Ministries will assist us 

with this assessment and help us move forward in our 

next ministry steps. We are excited as we  

continue to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance moving 

faithfully into God’s future for 

Spirit of Joy. 
 

For more information on  

Vibrant Faith:   

www.vibrantfaith.org 

Road Trips 2012 

Holden Village  
 

Spirit of Joy Group Week:   June 23.  

This is a wonderful Lutheran retreat  

opportunity for individuals, families and 

couples. It is in the heart of the Cascade 

Mountains of Washington state. A group from SOJ traveled 

to Holden in 2010 and had a wonderful experience. Regis-

tration deadline March 1st.   

For more information, go to our website 

www.spiritofjoy.net  and www.holdenvillage.org   
 

Summer Camping 
 

Lutherans Outdoors and Shetek Ministries have set their  

summer camping schedules.  Watch for more information 

about youth and family opportunities. www.losd.org  and 

www.shetek.org 
 

Women’s Fall Retreat 
 

Save the date:  October 5, 2012—one overnight at Joy 

Ranch, near Watertown.  This is Lutherans 

Outdoors’ brand new, beautiful retreat center.  
 

The annual women’s retreat has become a 

very meaningful event for Spirit of Joy part-

ners and friends. Watch for more information 

this spring; but mark your calendars, now. 

http://www.vibrantfaith.org
http://www.vibrantfaith.org/
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Family Ministry 

Upcoming Events for Spirit of Joy Families 

January 1 ~ Happy New Year! 

January 8 ~ Anniversary of Baptism Milestone and Sunday Sprouts resumes. 

January 11 ~ Wednesday Sprouts resume. 

January 15 ~ Little Lambs meet between services. See above. 

January 22 ~ Welcome Shower for Liv Freeman. See above. 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Ministry 

Anniversary of Baptism Milestone 
 

January 8 
 

 

Was your baby baptized in 2011?  You are  

invited to celebrate with all the babies and their 

families on January 8th. All babies will receive a 

blessing during either  8:45 or 11:00 worship. 
 

 

Between services at 10:10 in the Galilee Room 

(behind the kitchen and down 

the hall), we will have a little 

party for babies and parents.  
 

This a fun opportunity to meet 

your baby’s peers (and their  

parents!).  The group photo has 

become a Spirit of Joy tradition! 

Let’s Welcome Liv! 
Soul Sisters invite all to a  

“Meet and Greet” for Pastor Rebecca & daughter, Liv 

Sunday, January 22 after 11 am worship 

In The WELL 

Light Refreshments will be served  

& all are welcome. 

Pastor Rebecca has requested that if you wish to 

bring a gift,  diapers and wipes for Necessities for 

Neighbors would be a wonderful way to welcome 

little Liv.  

Little Lambs “Jesus is Baptized” 
 

Meet January 15 between services in the far SW 

classroom. Join us for the story of Jesus’  

baptism.  Come for as long as you wish! All little 

ones under Sunday School age are welcome to 

come with parents. 

January Retreat Opportunity for SD ELCA Women 

January 20-21  
 

Women's Retreat at Steckley's Wild Dakota Outfitters Lodge  

  

The Third Act of Life; What will it Be?  

Retirement or ReFirement? 
 

Retreat Leader: 

Margie Neugebauer, MA, LPC, GCDF 

Spouse of ELCA pastor, Counselor, Coach, Consultant 

For more information:  mandon@midstatesd.net   

or talk to Sharon Starks of our congregation. 

College Scholarship for 2012-2013 

Deadline for Application—February 24, 2012 
 

Spirit of Joy offers scholarships to qualified 

college students. A list of criteria and the  

application forms will be available after the 

first of January.   

Please send requests to Katherine Eisele at  

family@spiritofjoy.net    Forms will be sent to you.  



  

Highlighted 

Ministry of the Month: 

A Nicaragua  

Connection 
 

It’s a new year!  Let’s kick off a new ministry! 

  

The outreach team is encouraging 52 Spirit of Joy  

partners/families/small groups  

to select a week  in 2012 to sponsor missionary 

Mike Busbey and the ongoing ministry between 

South Dakota and Nicaragua.   
 

During the selected week, the sponsor is  

encouraged to:   

*pray for Mike. 

*visit Mike’s blog and learn about South Dakota’s 

companion synod in Nicaragua.   

*send a letter or an email to Mike. 

*make a special offering in support of  this  

mission. 
 

Please affirm Mike and this ministry by signing up 

for a week in the narthex! 

Interested in  

becoming a Spirit of 

Joy partner… 
 

...but not quite sure about 

what that means?  Please 

join Pastor Jeff and Pastor 

Rebecca for an informal time of conversation over 

coffee between services on January 15.  You can ask 

questions and hear a bit about the mission and  

ministry at Spirit of Joy and in the world.  This is not 

a discovery class.  It is simply a time for casual  

conversation for Spirit of Joy guests who would like 

to learn more!   

ñThe Qualifications for Godôs Workò 
From Glimpses of Grace by Madeline L’Engle 

 

“Slowly I have realized that I do not have to be 

qualified to do what I am asked to do, that I just 

have to go ahead and do it, even if I can’t do it as 

well as I think it ought to be done.  This is one of 

the most liberating lessons of my life.   
 

The qualifications needed for God’s work are very 

different from those of the world.  In fact, when we 

begin to think we are qualified, we have already 

fallen for the tempter’s wiles.  Not one of us has to 

be qualified in order to employ lesson, meditation, 

and orison; to read, think, and pray over Scripture.  

We do not need to have gone to a  

theological seminary, or to have taken courses in 

Bible in or out of college.  We do have to be willing 

to open ourselves to the power of the living Word.  

And sometimes that can be frightening.” 

 

Spirit of Joy Companions 
What does it mean to be a Spirit of Joy Companion?   

Companion comes from two Latin words meaning 

“with” and “bread.”  A companion is one who 

breaks bread with you, or even more simply, a  

companion is one who walks with you.  

Committing to our core value of radical hospitality, 

it is important for all new partners to be  

accompanied by another Spirit of Joy partner as they 

are welcomed into our community.   

Companions not only help people connect to  

ministry and mission at Spirit of Joy, but they also 

bridge the gap between knowing  

nobody to knowing somebody.   

Please prayerfully consider being a companion for 

our next discovery class!   

If you have questions, Pastor Rebecca would love to 

talk to you! 

    

 

January  

Connections Team  

Meeting: 

January 31 @ 

5:30pm 
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                                     Special Events  

January  

Birthdays 

Spirit of Joy publicizes birthdays and anniversaries in 

our newsletter as a way to encourage our partners to 

pray for one another throughout the year.  If you have 

a January birthday or anniversary that is not included 

here, please contact the church office, 333-2004 or 

info@spiritofjoy.net 

January Wedding  

Anniversaries! 

Notes from Our Gardens  
 

Spirit of Joy senior youth planning to at-

tend next summer’s national youth gathering are selling 

packs of greeting cards covered by photos from our 

gardens.   
 

Each package of a dozen greeting cards ($10/package)  

includes twelve different photos of flowers.   

(A second printing of notecards is here) 

Book Club News 
 

Spirit of Joy Evening Book Club 
 

The Evening Book Club meets the first 

Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm.  The 

location varies and will be posted in the bulletin and 

newsletter.  For more information about the book club 

you can contact Marilee Driver 310-3251 
 

In January the Book Club will meet Tuesday, January 3 

at Spirit of Joy at 7PM to discuss My Name is Mary 

Sutter by Robin Oliveira.   

Please RSVP to Laura Phillips (ljf@sio.midco.net) or 

Kristen Schoeszler  (Kschoeszler@yahoo.com)  
 

The book selection for 2012: 

Jan 3 --   My Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliveira 

Feb 7 --  Mudbound by Hillary Jordan 

Mar 6 --  The Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah  

Apr  3 -- Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food          

               Life   by Barbara Kingsolver 

May 1 --  The Other Boleyn Girl by Philippa Gregory 

Jun  5 -- Breathing Space:  A Spiritual Journey in South                   

               Bronx by Heidi Neumark 

July 3 --  Shanghai Girls by Lisa See 

Aug 7 --  The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  

               by Rebecca Skloot 

Sept 4 -- One Book SD (title not yet announced)  

                or Firefly Lane by Kristin Hannah 

Oct  2 --  The Confession by John Grisham 

Nov 6 --  Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks 

Dec 4 --  Heaven is for Real:  A Little Boy's Astounding             

               Story of His Trip to Heaven and Back  

               by Todd Burpo, Colton Burpo & Lynn Vincent 

 

Spirit of Joy Morning Book Club 
 

Spirit of Joy Morning Book Group will meet 

Thursday, January 26, 2012; 9:00am; Library 

at Spirit of Joy.  Bring your own drink and 

treat.  Informal discussion of My Name is Mary Satter 

by Robin Oliveira. 

DeNay Hendrix   

Star Munch   

Kristen Schoeszler  

Tricia Miller   

Lincoln Ahrendt  

Dee Brieher    

Sara Mayer    

Mary Tranberg  

Greg Alvine   

Amy Stockberger  

Denita Dinger   

McKenzie Kock  

Adam Stockberger  

Char Sorum   

Ron Flores    

Kelly Ryan   

Justin Fink    

Hunter Kadlecik  

Olivia Friske   

Larry Schoeszler   

Liam Schneider  

Abbie Johnson   

 

Jack Detert   

Gavin Pease   

Chad Roskam   

Michele Almquist  

Lisa Voss   

Bill Webb   

David Geyer    

Bergen Rehnke  

Gabrielle Ahrendt  

Mike Munzke   

Rebecca Peppel   

Kailyn Roskam   

Meghan Krull   

Jeff Holcomb  

Brad Mair   

Josephine Spencer   

Madison Almquist  

Mikaela Nolmans  

Kari Munzke   

Marilyn Gannon  

Bailey Punt  

   

   

Dan and Carla Hinceman  January 9th  

Wade and Mylynn Hanson January 12th 

Mick and Mary Evanson  January 29th 

mailto:ljf@sio.midco.net
mailto:Kschoeszler@yahoo.com
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Anniversary of  Baptism Milestone  
January 8 

Was your baby baptized in 2011?   

You are invited to celebrate with all the  

babies and their families on January 8th. 

All babies will receive a blessing  

during both worship services.   

Between services we will have a  party  

for babies and parents. 
  

The group photo has become a Spirit of Joy tradition! 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
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