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Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church

Pastor Jeff Eisele

The Mission of Spirit
of Joy Lutheran
Church is:

e To INVITE people
to a transforming
faith in
Jesus Christ.

e To GROW with one
anot her i
likeness.

e To SERVE

munity in the world.

-

compassionate com-Lauren Winner writes in the foreword Tthhe Meaning is in the Waiting

The God Who Walts A

Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you; therefore herisélup to
show mercy to you. For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are those who
wait for him  Isaiah 30:19

Some paddled faster down the river. Some paddled more slowly. A few|in
our group took several breaks from paddling at all. So when it was time for a

break on our middle school youth| gr
all arrive at a resting place at the same time. The first to pull over on ong of
the Namekagon Riverods shall ow sand

dug into a cooler for the snack of the day, and looked up river while we wait-
ed for the rest of our party to stop, stretch, rest and eat with us.

In this season of Advent we are reminded repeatedly that waiting for G?E IS
an important practice for Jesus followers. We confess that a God who has a
passion for all the world to be in right relationship wit
God has stepped into this world in the person of Jes
Christ to reconcile and redeem it; to repair andreate
it. This work continues by the power of the Holy Spil
through Godés Church, a
We await that day as we lean towards it in ministry

service. But webdre not one
Godo6s Word also tells wus this: Olur
od jioesn rush downstream and ||l ea
n esus .

p, in our doubts about |God

When a faIIen tree clotheslines us right into the river. God waits for us.
as Jesus?d

AGodbés being |Ii ke us is not | imi|ted
hair. God is like us in this posture of pause and expectance and anticip

our waiting for God, waiting for God to get born, waiting for God to com
back. 1t is also a time when we
meeting up in Goddés waiting roo




Spiritual Growth

i n Go
Bible continues this month with reading
from the book ofsaiah. Weekly bulletin
inserts will guide your daily reading ang
provide prayers and devotion ideas.

Sunday Forums
December 4 and 11 at 10 am Galilee Room

nHear the Angel s
Christmas Ami dst

Pastor Karen Soliwill lead our forums on the
first two Sundays of December. Join us for the
speci al presentations

L

in the Advent and Christmas
seasons. Pastor Soli is an
experienced parish minister a
is a former LSS counselor.
Come for yourself. Come for
someone you love.

December 40 Celebrating Christma@s Part 1
December 116 Celebrating Christmas Part

No forums Dec. 18, 26 or Jan. 1.

good news of hope in the midst of hurts and paiji

. S0OJ Sprouts

0s Word

In the month oDecembechildren will be
"learningabout Advent and Christmadlo help
us celebrate the season of Advent the child
will be singing during the church service.

The Sunday Spirit of Joy Sprouts will be singing on
December 18th at the 11 am service. The Wednesday
Spirit of Joy Sprouts will be singing on December 21st at
the 6:15 p.m. service.All of children Preschool through 5t
grade will be singing.
%pliritrg)f goy S outsc\%viﬁ %I t getr)ngetiag on£
Dbetetber2sti’ahdia ry 1sPolVvétines 5

28th and January 4th.
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SEDo you know it takes 23 dedicated partners each week t(
gaide thé children in their Cleistiah learnig? Ge atle Gtidl
18eed of volunteers for the remainder of the calendar yeatr.
Our primary need is for Workshop leaders. As a worksho
leader, you would be presenting the same le8sweeks in a
row....so you prepare once and then tea8hwieeks in a

row. You teach a different group of children each week.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to help our
children grow in their faithPlease contact Stacy 32814 or
Christa 3328210if you are able to serve.

Small Groups at Spirit of Joy

saJ

Spirit of Joy Book Club

Spirit of Joy Evening Book Group will meet Tue
day, December 6 at 7:00pm at the home of Car
Hinceman, 2416 E. Stanton Drive, 271 156Bis-
cussion leader forhe Bell Messengdry Robert

Cornuke is Marilyn GannonMembers are asked
to bring approximately one dozen holiday treatg
share and exchange.

Mendos Breakf a
Spirit of Joy men are invited to breakfast and cq
versation Thursday mornings, 6:800 at Cracke
Barrel.

Womenods Bi bl

The SoJ WomenosLutBerab | e
Woman Today. The study this month is Decem
ber 15, 7:00pm at the home of Marilyn Gannon

e

Small Groups connect us to one another in Jesus C
\ through sharing, mission, prayer and study. Small
groups at Spirit of Joy welcome you to join them. A

ML enov?

layww. spiritofioy.net

on:
wi |
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Repeat Presentat.i

By request Sam Eisele
teresentation on Sundapecember 11 at 10 ann
thesanctuary. You are welcome to join Sam and
gri?g your questions.

n_

riRiThe people who wal
great light; those who lived in a land of deep
@drknedd/on t hem | i ght ha

S'comprehensive list of small groups is maintained on our website:

hrist
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Spirit
Focus Verse

of Joy
12/2011

5704 S. Shadow Wood Place, 22275

ISalaH 97 Ps 0N
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Ministry Resources

Financial Statistics

Thru October 31, 2011

Checking Account:

General Fund $ 22,274.34
Building Fund $ 12,025.51
Donor Restricted $ 8,559.22
Sunday School $ 2,596.89

Savings Accounts:
Building
Donor Restricted
Total Cash Balance

$ 66,765.16
$ 79,581.85
$191,802.97

Yearto-Date Income for Ministry ~ $314,987.¢
Yearto-Date Ministry Expenses $301,682
Net Income/(Deficit) for Ministry $ 13,305.23
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2011 Annual Fall Meeting

Spirit of Joyds Annual F
November 20, 2011. The congregation acted on the fa
lowing ministry matters:

Leadership TeamNewly elected by unanimous voice
ballot for two year terms were:

Bill Brieher - Vice-president/President elect
Kristi Paulsen Secretary

)3 Angie Schrader Growth Team

20 Ron Frary- Worship Team

Other Leadership Team members that will continue th
terms through 2012 are:

Comparing Facts and Figures

Laura Phillips- President
Fred Thurman Treasurer

Scott Wittrock- Ministry Resource Team
Kelly Ballew - Outreach Team Leader

A special thanks to out going Team members:

Ken Versteeg President
Peggy VanMeter Secretary

October October October
2009 2010 2011
Attendance 1220 1400 1844
General $23,138.19 $30,274.62| $34,804.14
Offering
Building $9,636.33 [$26,991.25|%$12,626.80
Offering

Teresa Buelt Growth Team Leader
Gene Kruse Worship Team Leader

Spirit of Joy Information

Pastor: Jeff Eisele
Pastor: Rebecca Freeman
Operations Manager: Daryl Sopko

Katherine Eisele
Robyn Starks Holcomb
Susan Wold Rohde
(605) 3332004

(605) 3336908
MondayFriday 8:30Noon; 1:064:30

Sunday Schedule
Worship: 8:45am & 11:00am, Education 10:00
Wednesday Schedule
Worship: 6:15, Education 6:45

Family Ministry :
Worship Arts:

Church Office:
Fax Number:
Office Hours:

Nursery available for children accompanied by paren

Location: 2208 W. LaQuinta Street
Website: www.spiritofjoy.net
Windswept is published the last Thursday of every mon

All submissions are due in the office by the Thursday
prior to publication.

N

S

tr]church office.

2012 Ministry and Mission BudgetThe 2012 budget of
$428,000 was approved by unanimous voice vote.

2012 Building BudgetThe 2012 budget of $200,00 wa
approved by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution to Amend Explanation to Fifth Core Value
The resolution to amend the Fifth Core Value explana
to read (revision in bold print) Revision was approved
unanimous voice vote.

We believe God is at work here and now, through the
ly Spirit, to empower and equip us to carry out our mis
sioni n___Go d o6 s(Jobrléd: 261 Acte 13112). We

re committed to prayerfully receiving direction from tk
pirit, who inspires Chrislike living, bold and innova-
tive serving, and a changed world.

Complete minutes of the meeting are available in the

ion
by

Ho-

e

/
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Meals on Wheels

We are looking for a few more volunteers to help de-
liver Meals on Wheels. Spirit of Joy partners deliyer
meals every Monday from 10:45 to aroynd

@S noon. You would be asked to deliver
@ meals approximately once every two

months. If you are interested or would
like more information contact Dee Brieher 2¥Q72
or the church office at 333004.

SoJ Men Collect Food for Food to You
The Spirit of Joy Thur
Study group meets every Thursday at 6:30am at t
Cracker Barrel. The group has been supporting tl
ministry of Food to You by taking a freeill offering
the first Thursday of each month. Since starting t
collection just four months ago the men have bee
able to provide Food to You with:

48 boxes of Mac & Cheese, 60 boxes of cereal

160 boxes of pasta, 60 boxes of Tuna Helper

and 96 cans of tuna. The total weight of the

food contributed is 304 pounds.
Thank you SoJ men. The Spirit is truly at work in
your group!

h

Blood Mobile!
The Blood Mobile will be at SoJ

Sunday, December 11th
from 8:30-12:30pm.

Donating does not take long and
helps to save lives!
You must be at least 17
Be in general good health

C’D

ol

Signtup in the narthex.

Community Offering

For the month of December we will be collecting:

Macaroni & Cheese
To be distributed by Food to You in January

Please leave your donation in the
basket in the church narthex

—

Eat a good breakfast and drink plenty of water

The Central American floods of October 2011 resué[
S &danYsevéfocrop lbsB il NiddRgud. WheR ihdharfes
hevas lost, seeds to replant were also lost in the regi
1€of Somotillo, Villa Nueva and Chinandega.

. Agricultural logistical support and seeds to plant in

he

Synod would like to raise this amount to support our
companion communities who depend on agriculture
for their economic welbeing. Please consider giving
a special offering to our Lutheran companions in
Nicaragua, to help provide vital support to their con
munities.

Gifts may be included with your regular offering anc
placed in the offering plate or dropped off at the Sp
it of Joy office. Gifts should be designated to
“NicaraguaSeeds for Spring 2012'Spirit of Joy

will

Synod plans to forward these funds to Nicaragua b
mid-February so seed can be secured and distribut
to farmers in the spring.

Thank you for thinking of others as mutual Children
of God, brothers and sisters in God's work. Our
hands.

Seeds for Nicaragua

Flooded field near Aquespalapa, Nicaragua.
Photo taken by Michael Busbey.

spring amount to $13,000. The South Dakota

=

forward your offering to the Synod Office. The

(9%

/ =
____ the communities that have been floodsg
Please keep Michael in your prayers.

To learn more about the flooding you may follow
Michael and his work in Nicaragua on his blog:
http://busbeyin-nicaragua.blogspot.cam

Meet Michael Busbey,
SD Synododés Missio
Michael has visited and assisted some ¢

d.

Mi

hermandades@iluterana.org

chael 6s emai | addr es

t

NS


http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com/

-~
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Prayers of the Church
Healing and Strength for: : . e
*Gary Huber; Jeannie Mayer; Jana Nolmans; Mike Meanmg In the Waltmg
Edwardson; Ken Munch; Dick Waggoner; Duane Come and worship this Adver c/’;&)‘
Smith; Jeff Selchert; andJanice Vreim. season as God: ‘-(\»ﬁl ' n
Thanksgiving for. direct us to wait with our lives / \-/x
*the baptism oEspen Daniel Barlow,the son of for the God who comes to us 4\3/] ]
Ingrid and Tony Barlow on November 27th both challenge our living away (" — :;]'Jﬁf
*the marriage oBrook Byrd and Jose Venale®n from God, and to announce tr f)_,ééu_yfj’;
November 11th. advent (from the Latin word = P

fadvent uso which means

Guidance, Protection, Help and Encouragementfof 3¢ omi ngo) of God among

*Mike Busbeyas he serves in ministry with the
Lutheran Church in Nicaragua. December 4thSecond Sunday in Advent
*for sisters and brothers living on city streets this Isaiah 40:111; 2 Peter 3:85; Mark 1:18
Advent and Christmas . .

*for a lasting solution to peace with justice betweer Degembgr 11.thTh|rd §unday in Advent
Israelis and Palestinians. Isaiah 61:111; John 1:68, 1928

*for all who risk their lives to makpeace in Iraq, December 18thFourth Sunday in Advent
Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, and Mexicq including 2 Samuel 7:411, 16: Luke 1:2638
soldiers serving in the military, their loved ones at
home, and those wounded in body, mind and spiritf December 24thChristmas Eve
*those grieving the death of loved ones this Christmaslsaiah 9:27; Titus 2:1114; Luke 2:110
*for our middle school and senior high youth

*for teachers, administrators, and all who work for
excellent education in oschools

*for safetyfor all who travel this month to be with HOIden Evenmg Prayer

loved ones and friends
*for Bishop Mark Hanson, andBishop Dave Zellme
as they lead the ELCA and our SD Synod. v
I our Advent waiting in a worship
Thank You! ‘ service of light, music and prayer.

Thanks to all of our pa Worship GPANG fBr supperion 3y ¢

ments of time and talents and dollars for the work o _ then rest in the presence of the
~ our congregation in the coming light of the world who has come and is coming.

-

On Wednesday evenings before
Christmas our community will
gather from 6:15:45 to deepen

- year . I f you havenét taken the
ST L opportunity to offer yours yet, o
N please prayerfully consider how A Than ksglvmg Collage
w. God is calling you to share in our ) _ o
ministry of inviting, growing and If you missed our video Thanksgiving P

- serving. Time and interests sur- 50 ot www.spiritofjoy.net Thanks 1 )
vey and financial commitment cards are available in sharon Starks for many of the photos, A&

our mission center gathering area. and to Scott Almquist for putting it all

\ together. For all good gifts we give God thz@

Collage, you can find it on our home ké()}




This Month at Spirit of Joy

Thanks to everyone who provided pictures this month.
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Library News
Chiliicah Libary In this busy holiday season, be sure tg
\\/ !

take some time to think and read. Theg ChnStmaS EXtravag n.

SoJ church library has books that you might enjoy,
Christmas Jardy Jason F. Wright antihe Christmay

The Augustana ar

Dr. Bruce Amman

J7

Boxby Richard Paul Evans are inspirational Christian and Dr. Paul Schilf, directors
fiction. The Best Christmas Pageant EWBarbara More than 200 instrumentalists
Robinson is light and humoroughristmas in the bringing you the best in holiday music
Midwest andA Christmas Treasurgre nostalgic col;

lections of short stories, articles and poems. Thursday December 8, 2011
From the chil dr @mnsinasisteect i on \Z-QOFF\'VA\/e

Barn by Margaret Wise Brown arithe Crippled Mary Sommervold Hall

Lambby Max Lucdo- classic retellings of the Nativ-{  at the Washington Pavillion
ity story with beautiful illustrations. The Three Wise Tickets may be purchased at the
GuysandGreat Joyare about modern Christmas pag-  washington Pavillion Box Office
eants. Both children and the adults who read to thef12 Adults, $8 Students and Senior Citize
will enjoy sharing these Christmas stories.

Prayer at the Close of the Day
Art Show Advent Meditation

Candlelight services will be held at
7:00pm Sunday nights
St. John American Lutheran Church
13th & Western Ave., with guest musicians:
December 4: Kristi Stanichaboe soloist

6*s) Spirit of Joy Partner, Dennis Ellings
&/ enis having an Art Show at the uni
versity of Sioux Falls, Jeschke Fine
Arts Building in the Green Room.

(Downstairs under the entry way). || pecember rr11: Gary Westgawgiter/author/poet
The show will feature §ogagenffigBEePeAdiskUdantd ofoikt |1 |€ C
artwork. The show will be up during the month of
December. 36th Annual St. Lucia Festival
There will be a reception for Dennis on: You are invited to join us for this festival of light as
Thursday, December 8th we begin the Christmas Season by celebrating
from 4-6pm in the Green Room. St. Lucia Day at:

All are Welcome!

St . Mar kds Lut het a

) 28th & Elmwood
Wednesday Dinner Menu
Join us on Wednesday nights at Spirit of Joy for a|full Thqrsday December 8, 7:30pm
meal from 5:30 to 6:15 in our gathering area. Cost of Friday December 9, 7:30pm
the meal is only $3.50 per person. (Children threq and Saturday December 10, 10:00am
under eat free) Doors open one hour prior to program
Dec 7 Ham, Scalloped Potatoes and DinnerRoll. |[Each year, we cel ebrate
Dec 14Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy heritage by eating fabulous Scandinavian treats,
and Dinner Roll. watching our children dance traditional Swedish
Dec 21 Taco Bar with Spanish Rice, Reed Beans, | dances, hearing the Swedish choir sing Swedish
Chips & Nacho Cheese. tunes and watching our Santa Lucia light the world
\ Dec 28 NO MEAL SERVED with her faith.

\ Freewill Offering for Necessities for NeighW
\




Rituals and Traditions

Do you recognize the
beautiful blue Advent banners anc
the wreath in our sanctuary? Is
your Christmas tree decorated witl§

your favorite ornaments? Have yg i Famlly Adve nt FES'[IV3|
baked your fanmi “t e Sunday, December 4

cookies? Are you listening to the music of the season’? Do|you 3-00
have a Nativity set displayed to remember the first Christmas? p.m.
(Meet in the sanctuary at 3 pm.)

*
and t r aWhatdoesthis ma&an? We mark special *Stor tll_rﬁfesf\-lvrnﬁkcl:ggtumes')
milestoned such as Christian holy days and seadomg y - :
repeating certain patterns and activities and sharing their fajth *Advent fAmagnet
meaning with our children. *Puppets

When you light candles, tell your child about the *Crafts to make and take
Christmas star and remember that Jesus is the light of the | | All are welcome...
world. Wrapping presents is a chance to talk about the babies, toddlers, preschoolers, elementary schp
GreatestGid J esus our Savior. Y| pKidls, teeng, fiomsy @éads, singlesy glandmag ang
traditions are precious. And they will leave a lasting impact parandpas, friends, neighbors...
your childés faith.

Join us for the annual

Spirit of Joy

One of the Four Keys for faith formationfisr i t u g |

All families will receive an

Advent and Christmas Blessings, Advent Calendar

Katherine Eisele

Coming in January: SOUL SISTERS in DECEMBER
Annlversary of Baptlsm Celebration Join the Soul Sistetdonday, December 5th
January 8 . . at6:30 pmin The WELL to decorate the
i iGood Night Bags. 0

invited to celebrate with all the babies and thej pa@ ' s wonderful project will a special gift to
“ children in need and a fabulofanily service

families on January 8th. project. Contact Sarah Manthey with questions:

Between servicesve wi | | have ‘isareﬁw%aﬁtﬁgi hmail.com
reuni ono of al | t he D Di es. We 61| | t a

|

reunion photo, present your baby with a gift, gnd

Was your baby baptized in 2011? You are

Ca)

mark this milestone iworship. @ & Little Lambs fAJes
This a fun opportunity to meet yoL £ A\ MeetDecember 4th between services the
babyos peers (af /| & farrSWCB agSfOQM Joiig us fpr tdristmas
Watch for your invitation in the - story! Come for as Iong as you wish! All littleg
mail ones under Sunday School age are welcom
: : - come with parent(s).

Upcoming Events for Spirit of Joy Families
December 3 8:45 amat Scooters. Parents of College Students meet for mailings.
December 4 +tittle Lambs meet at 10 am.
December 4 ~ Advent Family FestigaB pm All are welcome. See above.
December 5 Soul Sisters Family December Activity. See aboved:30 in The WELL ,
December 18 41 am serviceSunday School children sing /

!ovember 21 ~ Wednesday School children sing a6 th® pm service = - {

_g—




Give gifts with a purpose

thlS Chrlstmas.

ifts that
Tm lives.

) school fees
for a girl

$40

: rebuilding
" |supplies

A\ §58 /- s

mosquito
net

$10

To Get Started go to: www. elca.org/goodgifts

or if you prefer, you may call 8006383522 to give over the phone. Mail checks to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 606924764.

/



http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=636&nccsm=21&__nccspID=893
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=642&nccsm=21&__nccspID=925
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=640&nccsm=21&__nccspID=939
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=645&nccsm=21&__nccspID=989
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=636&nccsm=21&__nccspID=897
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=637&nccsm=21&__nccspID=957

