
Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you; therefore he will  rise up to 

show mercy to you.  For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are those who 

wait for him.    Isaiah 30:19 

Some paddled faster down the river.  Some paddled more slowly. A few in 

our group took several breaks from paddling at all. So when it was time for a 

break on our middle school youth groupôs canoe trip last summer, we didnôt 

all arrive at a resting place at the same time.  The first to pull over on one of 

the Namekagon Riverôs shallow sand bars stood in the clear, sparkling water, 

dug into a cooler for the snack of the day, and looked up river while we wait-

ed for the rest of our party to stop, stretch, rest and eat with us. 

In this season of Advent we are reminded repeatedly that waiting for God is 

an important practice for Jesus followers.  We confess that a God who has a 

passion for all the world to be in right relationship with 

God has stepped into this world in the person of Jesus 

Christ to reconcile and redeem it; to repair and re-create 

it.  This work continues by the power of the Holy Spirit 

through Godôs Church, and will be completed one day.  

We await that day as we lean towards it in ministry and 

service. But weôre not the only ones who wait. 

Godôs Word also tells us this: Our God is a waiting God. God waits for us.  

God doesnôt rush downstream and leave us alone in our exhausting attempts 

to keep up, in our doubts about Godôs existence around the next bend, or  

when a fallen tree clotheslines us right into the river.  God waits for us.  

Lauren Winner writes in the foreword to The Meaning is in the Waiting, 

ñGodôs being like us is not limited to Godôs taking on feet and hands and 

hair.  God is like us in this posture of pause and expectance and anticipation 

and longing and wondering where we are.  And so Advent is not only about 

our waiting for God, waiting for God to get born, waiting for God to come 

back. It is also a time when we enter Godôs divine waiting.ò I look forward to 

meeting up in Godôs waiting room this Advent to worship our waiting God. 

Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church  

The God Who Waits 

December 2011 

The Mission of Spirit 

of Joy Lutheran 

Church is: 

To INVITE people 

to a transforming 

faith in                 

Jesus Christ. 

To GROW with one 

another into Jesusô 

likeness. 

To SERVE as Jesusô 

compassionate com-

munity in the world. 

Pastor Jeff  Eisele 
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Spirit of Joy Book Club 
 

Spirit of Joy Evening Book Group will meet Tues-

day, December 6 at 7:00pm at the home of Carla 

Hinceman,  2416 E. Stanton Drive, 271 1569.  Dis-

cussion leader for The Bell Messenger by Robert 

Cornuke is Marilyn Gannon.  Members are asked 

to bring approximately one dozen holiday treats to 

share and exchange. 
 

Menôs Breakfast  
Spirit of Joy men are invited to breakfast and con-

versation Thursday mornings, 6:30-8:00 at Cracker 

Barrel. 

Womenôs Bible Study 
 

The SoJ Womenôs Bible Study is in Lutheran 

Woman Today.  The study this month is Decem-

ber 15, 7:00pm at the home of Marilyn Gannon, 

5704 S. Shadow Wood Place, 271-2275 

SOJ Sprouts   
 

In the month of December children will be 

learning about Advent and Christmas!  To help 

us celebrate the season of Advent the children 

will be singing during the church service.  

The Sunday Spirit of Joy Sprouts will be singing on     

December 18th at the 11 am service. The Wednesday 

Spirit of Joy Sprouts will be singing on December 21st at 

the 6:15 p.m. service.  All of children Preschool through 5th 

grade will be singing.  

Spirit of Joy Sprouts will not  be meeting on Sunday      

December 25th and January 1st or Wednesday December 

28th and January 4th.  

Do you know it takes 23 dedicated partners each week to 

guide the children in their Christian learning? We are still in 

need of volunteers for the remainder of the calendar year. 

Our primary need is for Workshop leaders. As a workshop 

leader, you would be presenting the same lesson 3 weeks in a 

row....so you prepare once and then teach it 3 weeks in a 

row.  You teach a different group of children each week. 

Thank you for considering this opportunity to help our      

children grow in their faith. Please contact Stacy 371-2314 or 

Christa 332-8210 if you are able to serve. 

 

ñThe people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darknessðon them light has shined.ò  

Isaiah 9:2 
 

Spirit of Joy  ~ Growing in Godôs Word  

Focus Verse     12/2011 

Growing in Godôs Word 
 

Our intentional focus on the stories of the 

Bible continues this month with readings 

from the book of Isaiah.  Weekly bulletin 

inserts will guide your daily reading and  

provide prayers and devotion ideas.  
 

 

  Sunday Forums  
December 4 and 11 at 10 am Galilee Room 

 

ñHear the Angels Sing:  Celebrating 

Christmas Amidst Loss, Grief and Stressò  
 

 

Pastor Karen Soli will lead our forums on the 

first two Sundays of December.  Join us for these 

special presentations on how to receive Godôs 

good news of hope in the midst of hurts and pains 

in the Advent and Christmas  

seasons. Pastor Soli is an   

experienced parish minister and 

is a former LSS counselor. 

Come for yourself. Come for 

someone you love. 
 

 

December 4 ð  Celebrating ChristmasðPart 1 

December 11 ðCelebrating ChristmasðPart  
 

No forums Dec. 18, 26 or Jan. 1.  
 

 
Small Groups at Spirit of Joy 

 

Small Groups connect us to one another in Jesus Christ  

through sharing, mission, prayer and study.  Small 

groups at Spirit of Joy welcome you to join them.  A 

comprehensive list of small groups is maintained on our website:   

www.spiritofjoy.net    

Repeat Presentation: ñA Year in Mexicoò 
 

By request Sam Eisele will repeat his ñA Year in Mexicoò 

presentation on Sunday, December 11 at 10 am in 

the sanctuary. You are welcome to join Sam and to 

bring your questions.   
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Ministry Resources 

Financial Statistics                   

Thru October 31, 2011 
Checking Account: 

 General Fund              $  22,274.34 

 Building Fund    $  12,025.51 

 Donor Restricted  $    8,559.22 

 Sunday School  $    2,596.89 
  

Savings Accounts: 
 Building    $  66,765.16 

 Donor  Restricted  $  79,581.85 

Total Cash Balance                         $191,802.97 
 

Year-to-Date Income for Ministry      $314,987.93 

Year-to-Date Ministry Expenses         $301,682.70 

Net Income/(Deficit) for Ministry      $   13,305.23 

Comparing Facts and Figures 

 October 

2009 

October 

2010 

October 

2011 

Attendance 1220 1400 1844 

General  

Offering 
$23,138.15 $30,274.62 $34,804.16 

Building 

Offering 
$9,636.33 $26,991.25 $12,626.80 

Spirit of Joy Information  
Pastor:           Jeff Eisele  

Pastor:         Rebecca Freeman 

Operations Manager:       Daryl Sopko 

Family Ministry :       Katherine Eisele 

Worship Arts:         Robyn Starks Holcomb 

         Susan Wold Rohde 

Church Office:         (605) 333-2004 

Fax Number:            (605) 333-6908 

Office Hours:    Monday-Friday 8:30-Noon; 1:00-4:30 

 Sunday Schedule 
Worship: 8:45am & 11:00am, Education 10:00 

Wednesday Schedule 
Worship: 6:15, Education 6:45 

 

Nursery available for children accompanied by parent.   
 

Location: 2208 W. LaQuinta Street 

 Website:  www.spiritofjoy.net 
 

Windswept is published the last Thursday of every month.  

All submissions are due in the office by the Thursday  

prior to publication. 

 

2011 Annual Fall Meeting 
Spirit of Joyôs Annual Fall Meeting was held on Sunday, 

November 20, 2011. The congregation acted on the fol-

lowing ministry matters: 
 

Leadership Team-Newly elected by unanimous voice 

ballot for two year terms were: 

Bill Brieher - Vice-president/President elect 

Kristi Paulsen - Secretary 

Angie Schrader - Growth Team 

Ron Frary - Worship Team 

Other Leadership Team members that will continue their 

terms through 2012 are: 

Laura Phillips - President 

Fred Thurman - Treasurer 

Scott Wittrock - Ministry Resource Team 

Kelly Ballew - Outreach Team Leader 

A special thanks to out going Team members: 

Ken Versteeg - President 

Peggy VanMeter - Secretary 

Teresa Buell - Growth Team Leader 

Gene Kruse - Worship Team Leader 
 

2012 Ministry and Mission Budget-The 2012 budget of 

$428,000 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

2012 Building Budget-The 2012 budget of $200,00 was 

approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

Resolution to Amend Explanation to Fifth Core Value 

The resolution to amend the Fifth Core Value explanation 

to read (revision in bold print) Revision was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. 

We believe God is at work here and now, through the Ho-

ly Spirit, to empower and equip us to carry out our mis-

sion in Godôs Creation (John 14:26, Acts 2:1-42).  We 

are committed to prayerfully receiving direction from the 

Spirit, who inspires Christ-like living, bold and innova-

tive serving, and a changed world. 

Complete minutes of the meeting are available in the 

church office. 

  



 

 Page 4 

Outreach 

Meals on Wheels  
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help de-

liver Meals on Wheels.  Spirit of Joy partners deliver 

meals every Monday from 10:45 to around 

noon.  You would be asked to deliver 

meals approximately once every two 

months.  If you are interested or would 

like more information contact Dee Brieher 271-1072 

or the church office at 333-2004. 

Community Offering  
For the month of December we will be collecting: 

Macaroni & Cheese 
To be distributed by Food to You in January 

Please leave your donation in the  

basket in the church narthex 

SoJ Men Collect Food for Food to You 
The Spirit of Joy Thursday Morning Menôs Bible 

Study group meets every Thursday at 6:30am at the 

Cracker Barrel.  The group has been supporting the 

ministry of Food to You by taking a free-will offering 

the first Thursday of each month.  Since starting this 

collection just four months ago the men have been 

able to provide Food to You with: 

48 boxes of Mac & Cheese, 60 boxes of cereal, 

160 boxes of pasta, 60 boxes of Tuna Helper 

and 96 cans of tuna.  The total weight of the 

food contributed is 304 pounds. 

Thank you SoJ men.  The Spirit is truly at work in 

your group! 

   Meet Michael Busbey,  
SD Synodôs Missionary to Nicaragua 

 Michael has visited and assisted some of 

the communities that have been flooded.  

Please keep Michael in your prayers.   
 

To learn more about the flooding you may follow 

Michael and his work in Nicaragua on his blog:    

http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com.  

Michaelôs email address is:  

hermandades@iluterana.org 

Seeds for Nicaragua    
  

Flooded field near Aquespalapa, Nicaragua.   

Photo taken by Michael Busbey. 
 

The Central American floods of October 2011 result-

ed in severe crop loss in Nicaragua. When the harvest 

was lost, seeds to replant were also lost in the regions 

of Somotillo, Villa Nueva and Chinandega. 
 

Agricultural logistical support and seeds to plant in 

the spring amount to $13,000. The South Dakota 

Synod would like to raise this amount to support our 

companion communities who depend on agriculture 

for their economic well-being. Please consider giving 

a special offering to our Lutheran companions in 

Nicaragua, to help provide vital support to their com-

munities. 
 

Gifts may be included with your regular offering and 

placed in the offering plate or dropped off at the Spir-

it of Joy office. Gifts should be designated to 

"Nicaragua-Seeds for Spring 2012".  Spirit of Joy 

will forward your offering to the Synod Office.  The 

Synod plans to forward these funds to Nicaragua by 

mid-February so seed can be secured and distributed 

to farmers in the spring. 
 

Thank you for thinking of others as mutual Children 

of God, brothers and sisters in God's work. Our 

hands. 

    Blood Mobile!   
The Blood Mobile will be at SoJ   

Sunday, December 11th 

             from 8:30-12:30pm.   
 

Donating does not take long and  

helps to save lives!   

You must be at least 17 

Be in general good health 

Eat a good breakfast and drink plenty of water  

Sign-up in the narthex. 

http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com/
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                                                 Worship     

 

Prayers of the Church 

Healing and Strength for:  

*Gary Huber; Jeannie Mayer; Jana Nolmans; Mike 

Edwardson; Ken Munch; Dick Waggoner; Duane 

Smith; Jeff Selchert; and Janice Vreim. 
 

Thanksgiving for:  

*the baptism of Espen Daniel Barlow, the son of           

Ingrid and Tony Barlow on November 27th 

*the marriage of Brook Byrd and Jose Venales on 

November 11th.  
 

Guidance, Protection, Help and Encouragement for:  

*Mike Busbey as he serves in ministry with the              

Lutheran Church  in Nicaragua. 

*for sisters and brothers living on city streets this              

Advent and Christmas 

*for a lasting solution to peace with justice between 

Israelis and Palestinians. 

*for all who risk their lives to make peace in Iraq,              

Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, and Mexico, including 

soldiers serving in the military, their loved ones at 

home, and those wounded in body, mind and spirit. 

*those grieving the death of loved ones this Christmas 

*for our middle school and senior high youth  

*for teachers, administrators, and all who work for  

excellent education in our schools 

*for safety for all who travel this month to be with 

loved ones and friends 

*for Bishop Mark Hanson, and Bishop Dave Zellmer 

as they lead the ELCA and our SD Synod.  

Meaning in the Waiting 

Come and worship this Advent 

season as Godôs messengers 

direct us to wait with our lives 

for the God who comes to us to 

both challenge our living away 

from God, and to announce the 

advent (from the Latin word 

ñadventusò which means 

ñcomingò) of God among us for our peace. 

December 4th-Second Sunday in Advent                        

Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15; Mark 1:1-8 

December 11th-Third Sunday in Advent                    

Isaiah 61:1-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 18th-Fourth Sunday in Advent                         

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38 

December 24th-Christmas Eve                    

Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-10 

Thank You! 

Thanks to all of our partners whoôve offered commit-

ments of time and talents and dollars for the work of 

our congregation in the coming 

year.  If you havenôt taken the 

opportunity to offer yours yet, 

please prayerfully consider how 

God is calling you to share in our 

ministry of inviting, growing and 

serving.  Time and interests sur-

vey and financial commitment cards are available in 

our mission center gathering area. 

Holden Evening Prayer 

On Wednesday evenings before 

Christmas our community will 

gather from 6:15-6:45 to deepen 

our Advent waiting in a worship 

service of light, music and prayer.  

Come for supper from 5:30-6:15, 

then rest in the presence of the 

light of the world who has come and is coming. 

A Thanksgiving Collage                                     

If you missed our video Thanksgiving 

Collage, you can find it on our home 

page at www.spiritofjoy.net  Thanks to 

Sharon Starks for many of the photos, 

and to Scott Almquist for putting it all 

together. For all good gifts we give God thanks! 
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This Month at Spirit of Joy 

Thanks to everyone who provided pictures this month. 

The Body of Christ 



 

 Events 
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    Library News 

In this busy holiday season, be sure to 

take some time to think and read.  The 

SoJ church library has books that you might enjoy.  

Christmas Jars by Jason F. Wright and The Christmas 

Box by Richard Paul Evans are inspirational Christian  

fiction.  The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara 

Robinson is light and humorous.  Christmas in the 

Midwest, and A Christmas Treasury are nostalgic col-

lections of short stories, articles and poems. 
 

From the childrenôs section we have Christmas in the 

Barn by Margaret Wise Brown and The Crippled 

Lamb by Max Lucdo - classic re-tellings of the Nativ-

ity story with beautiful illustrations.  The Three Wise 

Guys and Great Joy are about modern Christmas pag-

eants.  Both children and the adults who read to them 

will enjoy sharing these Christmas stories. 

Wednesday Dinner Menu 
Join us on Wednesday nights at Spirit of Joy for a full 

meal from 5:30 to 6:15 in our gathering area.  Cost of 

the meal is only $3.50 per person.  (Children three and 

under eat free) 
 
 

Dec 7 Ham, Scalloped Potatoes and Dinner Roll. 
 

Dec 14 Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy  

and Dinner Roll. 

Dec 21  Taco Bar with Spanish Rice, Re-fried Beans, 

Chips & Nacho Cheese. 
 

Dec 28 NO MEAL SERVED 
 

36th Annual St. Lucia Festival 
You are invited to join us for this festival of light as 

we begin the Christmas Season by celebrating  

St. Lucia Day at: 
 

St. Markôs Lutheran Church 

28th & Elmwood 
 

Thursday December 8, 7:30pm 

Friday December 9, 7:30pm 

Saturday December 10, 10:00am 
 

Doors open one hour prior to program 
 

Each year, we celebrate our churchôs Swedish  

heritage by eating fabulous Scandinavian treats, 

watching our children dance traditional Swedish 

dances, hearing the Swedish choir sing Swedish 

tunes and watching our Santa Lucia light the world 

with her faith. 
 

Freewill Offering  for Necessities for Neighbors. 

Art Show 

Spirit of Joy Partner, Dennis Ellings-

en is having an Art Show at the uni-

versity of Sioux Falls, Jeschke Fine 

Arts Building in the Green Room. 

(Downstairs under the entry way).  

The show will feature some of Dennisôs most recent 

artwork.  The show will be up during the month of 

December. 
 

There will be a reception for Dennis on:  

Thursday, December 8th  

from 4-6pm in the Green Room. 

All are Welcome! 

The Augustana Bandsô 

Christmas Extravaganza 
Dr. Bruce Amman 

and Dr. Paul Schilf, directors 
 

More than 200 instrumentalists  

bringing you the best in holiday music 
 

Thursday December 8, 2011 

7:30 PM 

Mary Sommervold Hall 

at the Washington Pavillion 
 

Tickets may be purchased at the 

Washington Pavillion Box Office 

$12 Adults, $8 Students and Senior Citizens 

Prayer at the Close of the Day 

Advent Meditation 
Candlelight services will be held at  

7:00pm Sunday nights  

 St. John American Lutheran Church  

13th & Western Ave., with guest musicians: 

December 4: Kristi Stanichar-oboe soloist 

December 11: Gary Westgard-writer/author/poet 

December 18: Dr. Dennis Knutson-flute soloist 
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Family Ministry 

Upcoming Events for Spirit of Joy Families 
December 3 ~ 8:45 am at Scooters. Parents of College Students meet for mailings. 

December 4 ~ Little Lambs meet at 10 am.   

December 4 ~ Advent Family Festivalð3 pm All are welcome. See above. 

December 5 ~ Soul Sisters Family December Activity. See above!  6:30 in The WELL 

December 18 ~ 11 am service Sunday School children sing 

November 21 ~ Wednesday School children sing at the 6:15 pm service.  

 

 

 

 

Family Ministry 

Coming in January: 

Anniversary of Baptism Celebration 
 

January 8 
 

Was your baby baptized in 2011?  You are  

invited to celebrate with all the babies and their 

families on January 8th.   
 

Between services we will have a ñfamily  

reunionò of all the baptized babies. Weôll take a 

reunion photo, present your baby with a gift, and 

mark this milestone in worship.   
 

This a fun opportunity to meet your 

babyôs peers (and their parents!).  

Watch for your invitation in the 

mail. 

SOUL SISTERS in DECEMBER  
 

 

Join the Soul Sisters Monday, December 5th 

at 6:30 pm in The WELL to decorate the 

ñGood Night Bags.ò   
 

This wonderful project will a special gift to 

children in need and a fabulous family service 

project. Contact Sarah Manthey with questions:   
 

sarahmanthey@hotmail.com  

Little Lambs ñJesus is Bornò 
 

Meet December 4th  between services in the 

far SW classroom. Join us for the Christmas 

story! Come for as long as you wish! All little 

ones under Sunday School age are welcome to 

come with parent(s). 

Join us for the annual  
 

Spirit of Joy  

Family Advent Festival  
Sunday, December 4

th
 

3:00 p.m. 
(Meet in the sanctuary at 3 pm.) 

*Lefse-making 

*Story time (with costumes!) 

*Advent ñmagnetic poetryò  

*Puppets  

*Crafts to make and take 
 

All are welcome... 

babies, toddlers, preschoolers, elementary school 

kids, teens, moms, dads, singles, grandmas and 

grandpas, friends, neighbors... 

 

All families will receive an  

Advent Calendar 
 

Rituals and Traditions 
 

 Do you recognize the  

beautiful blue Advent banners and 

the wreath in our sanctuary?  Is 

your Christmas tree decorated with 

your favorite ornaments? Have you 

baked your familyôs favorite  

cookies? Are you listening to the music of the season? Do you 

have a Nativity set  displayed to remember the first Christmas? 
 

 One of the Four Keys for faith formation is ñrituals 

and traditions.ò What does this mean? We mark special  

milestonesðsuch as Christian holy days and seasonsðby  

repeating certain patterns and activities and sharing their faith 

meaning with our children. 
 

 When you light candles, tell your child about the 

Christmas star and remember that Jesus is the light of the 

world. Wrapping presents is a chance to talk about the  

Greatest GiftðJesus our Savior.  Your familyôs rituals and  

traditions are precious. And they will leave a lasting impact on 

your childôs faith.   
 

 

Advent and Christmas Blessings, 
 

Katherine Eisele  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Get Started go to:  www. elca.org/goodgifts  
or if you prefer, you may call 800-638-3522 to give over the phone. Mail checks to:  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764.  

 

 

ducks  
  $20 

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=636&nccsm=21&__nccspID=893
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=642&nccsm=21&__nccspID=925
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=640&nccsm=21&__nccspID=939
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=645&nccsm=21&__nccspID=989
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=636&nccsm=21&__nccspID=897
https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=637&nccsm=21&__nccspID=957

