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ñLet me hear in the morning of 

thy steadfast love, for in thee I 

put my trust.  Teach me the 

way I should go, for to thee I 

lift up my soul.  Psalm 143:8 

This verse was quoted by one of the speakers at the 

ñWomen of Faithò conference I attended in St. Paul 

this past weekend. 

When I attended the Triennial gathering of the 

Women of the ELCA in Spokane this past July, one 

of the speakers I was privileged to both hear and meet 

was Leymah Gbowee from Liberia.  More recently, I 

read that Leymah and two other women, the president 

of Liberia, and a woman from Yemen, were awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize for their work on womenôs 

rights.  Leymah was also awarded the ñProfile in 

Courageò award for her work in emboldening women 

in Liberia.  There is a news clip about Leymah in the 

November issue of The Lutheran magazine. 

There is also a film, on DVD, entitled ñPray the Devil 

Back to Hell,ò which tells the story of Leymah and 

her work.  We purchased a copy of that DVD and you 

are welcome to borrow it for use in your congregation 

or conference.  You can contact me at vivi-

gard@midco.net or call 605-882-5733.  The film was 

shown recently on SD public television as a part of a 

series entitled, ñWomen, War and Peace.ò 

One of the actions taken at the Triennial convention 

was to encourage us as Women of the ELCA to sup-

port Lutheran Campus Ministries.  There are five 

ELCA Campus Ministries in South Dakota:  South 

Dakota State University in Brookings, University of 

South Dakota in Vermillion, SD School of Mines in 

Rapid City, Northern State University in Aberdeen, 

and Black Hills State University in Spearfish.  Per-

haps you could encourage students in your congrega-

tion who are attending one of these schools to check 

out Lutheran Campus Ministry.  Also pray for your 

students and consider asking your local unit to give to 

one of these good ministries, or maybe even put them 

on your budget. 

On Sunday, November 13, I will be attending a ban-

quet, on your behalf, at Augustana College to present 

the Dina Johnson scholarship.  This scholarship was 

established in 1947 by the SD District Womenôs Mis-

sionary Federation to honor Dina Johnson for her 16 

years of service to this womenôs organization.  I will 

present this yearôs scholarship of $800 to Carly 

Blankenfeld from Trent, SD.  She is a senior major-

ing in Nursing and French. 

Our winter Board meeting will be held January 13-

14, 2012, in Pierre.  Those attending will be Synodi-

cal Board members, Conference Coordinators and the 

Synodical Nominating Committee.  We will begin 

meeting on Friday at 2:00 PM and be done by Satur-

day at 11:00 AM.  We meet at the Kings Inn.  110 E. 

Sioux Ave.  605-224-5951. 

The more I read our Gather magazine, the more I like 

it.  Maybe consider giving a subscription to a daugh-

ter or a friend for Christmas.  Isn't the Bible study on 

Mark great? 

As we prepare for Advent and the beginning of a new 

Church year, may we all strive to set aside times of 

quiet.  God bless you all. 
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Need a financial boost to move your effort forward in our 

health initiative, Raising Up Healthy Women and 

girls?  The second cycle of seed grants is now open, with 

all applications due no later then December 15, 

2011.  Contact Vivian Westgard if you have questions.  
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to help them going. That is truly our hands doing 

God's work. In these days of tight money everywhere, 

our contributions are the difference that keeps doors 

open and important services happening. 

 

    It is good to be mindful of the list of organizations 

you support. Sometimes their work has ended since 

last year and sometimes the nature or scale of their 

need has changed. Most send mailings throughout the 

year, often more than you want. Is someone reading 

that material to help your unit know the work they are 

doing? Maybe there is a project that the Sunday 

School children or others in the church could support 

with your group's help or encouragement. Perhaps 

there is some mentoring that could happen so that it 

isn't mainly the older women in the congregation mak-

ing decisions about mission giving from your women's 

group. Pray for those you are supporting and maybe 

include a short letter of encouragement with your gifts, 

showing that you understand that many are working 

hard under very difficult circumstances. 

 

  Finally, don't forget the churchwide and global min-

istries of our synod and the ELCA. We have important 

connections to the Lutheran Churches in Cameroon 

and Nicaragua. The companion synod relationship 

means that many members of our congregations have 

travelled to those countries and are eager to speak to 

your church. Invite them to, if you haven't yet. Learn 

about the wonderful work of these companion 

churches and the ways that we can support them. I'm 

excited that my son Christian Lehmann is teaching 

English in Ngaoundere, Cameroon this year and shar-

ing a weekly account of his adventures on-line at 

http://locativedisplacement.blogspot.com. You can 

keep up with Michael Busbey in Nicaragua as 

well:  http://busbey-in-nicaragua.blogspot.com. There 

is a great need in Nicaragua now and in the months to 

come for disaster aid in response to the recent devas-

tating floods and for money to buy seeds so crops can 

be planted in the spring. Funds for that purpose can be 

channeled through the South Dakota Synod Office. 

Please remember ELCA World Hunger throughout the 

year and especially over Thanksgiving and Christmas 

when compassion leading to feeding hungry people 

seems the most poignant. Awareness of alternative 

giving is growing across our country and in the 

church: do you have people you would like to give a 

gift to who don't need anything? Give an alternative 

gift that benefits a ministry or charity in the name of  
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  Dear Sisters in Christ, 

 

    After having grown up in the city, I 

moved to more rural area as an adult. The first time I 

heard people talk about million dollar rains, I thought 

it was just an enthusiastic exaggeration. It was dry 

and then it wasn't. I soon realized that a good rain 

coming at a critical time was truly a big deal, and 

sometimes the difference between a decent harvest 

and a terrible one, between an income that would 

support the family and one that would leave them 

deeper in debt. A "million dollar" life-giving rain is 

not an exaggeration. 

 

    The work that we do as women of the church is 

like that life-giving rain. In particular, I want to af-

firm the incredible life-giving nature of the gifts that 

many of our units give at the end of the year in sup-

port of many ministries. Through the years I have 

been involved in various ways with many of the or-

ganizations that benefit from gifts from the local units 

of the South Dakota Synodical Women's Organiza-

tion. Over the course of the summer, money comes in 

very slowly and it can get quite stressful to keep the 

bills paid. The one thing that keeps the work going is 

often trusting that in the fall there will be a general 

increase of giving and in November and December, 

thanks to gifts from women's organizations that have 

been generated by congregations' bazaars, ice cream 

socials, soup suppers and other fundraisers and gener-

osity, the checks will come in. They come in a great 

variety of sizes from $25 to $1000 or more, but they 

replenish the coffers with life-giving energy. It isn't 

just the money, as vital as that is, but the faithfulness 

of the support that reflects the love and trust of thou-

sands of people across the synod working together to 

make sure that the ministry they are donating to can 

continue. We help the local organizations survive--

the food pantries, nursing homes, programs for chil-

dren, families and elders in need, women's and home-

less shelters and so many other groups; we support 

Lutheran Campus Ministries, Lutherans Outdoors, 

Lutheran Social Services and St. Dysmas of South 

Dakota, Multicultural Ministries and other special 

ministries that rely on the whole synod's commitment  
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your friend, pastor, or family member. Your women's 

group could sponsor an Alternative Gift Market, or 

publicize the ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Consider the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign for a special gift. It is work-

ing through Lutheran Churches in Africa to provide 

mosquito nets, insecticides, medication, health care 

and education to eliminate the tragic deaths of 800,000 

people, mostly children, a year. The ELCA Malaria 

Campaign has committed to raising $15 million to-

wards eliminating deaths from this disease.  

     

    We are blessed beyond all imagination, showered 

with blessings. We are blessed to be channels of that 

million dollar "rain" to water thirsty ministries in 

whatever ways we can. Thank you for the wonderful 

work you do!  

    In Christ's love and service, Erika Lehmann 

Greetings to all, Women of the 

ELCA. 

 The voices of Autumn are calling.  The cries 

of the northerly winds, the voices of geese and ducks 

as they make their journeys across the skies, the rum-

ble of combines, trucks, and augers bringing in the 

bountiful harvests, children on the playground.  Many 

blessings.  I give thanks to God for all these things 

and more. 

 Very soon, I will be working on publishing 

the 2011 -12 SD WELCA address book.  This is be-

coming an easier task as all the state, conference, and 

unit information has been saved electronically, so itôs 

just a matter of updating names as officers leave and 

new people take their places.  The largest challenge 

in this project is keeping current information on unit 

presidents as local elections do not happen at the 

same time.  My request to you who are reading this 

is, please have your unit secretary contact your con-

ference recorder ASAP after unit officers are elected 

so she can contact me with updated addresses.  This 

is most helpful especially when, in May, 2012, I be-

gin mailing out the registration packets for the state 

convention. 

 May you all be richly blessed with Godôs love 

and grace.  

  Harvest of Thoughts 

"Dig a hole in your garden of thoughts. Into it put all 

your disillusions, disappointments, regrets, worries, 

troubles, doubts and fears andïforget.  

Cover well with the earth of fruitfulness, water it 

from the well of contentment.  

Sow on top again the seeds of hope, courage, 

strength, patience and love.  

Then, when the time of gathering comes, may your 

harvest be a rich and plentiful one."  -Anonymous--  

Kathy Heffernan, SD WELCA Secretary 

Editor note:  I update my mailing list after you send 

your 2012 addresses to Kathy.    
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SECRETARY 
KATHY HEFFERNAN 

Global Health Ministries is excited to annouce a chal-

lenge match grant totaling $96,415 from Sioux Falls 

native Phyllis Berkland. The grant will match one dol-

lar for every two dollars contributed to the GHM ship-

ping program (#99-S0001) or shipping to any particu-

lar country of the donorôs choice. Consider a generous 

donation today in support of GHM shipping! 

Sioux Falls native Phyllis Berkland sought the advice 

of Global Health Ministries a few years ago in making 

a charitable gift. She knew that GHM offered the pro-

fessional services of Gift Planner Bill Elmstrom, who 

soon made a visit to her Sioux Falls home. A family 

farm was to be sold, and Bill was able to arrange the 

sale for a price significantly above its appraised value. 

In the plan subsequently developed with Phyllis and 

her seven children as a family gift, the proceeds of the 

sale funded a Charitable Unitrust giving her income 

for life, and upon her death, annual funding for GHM 

shipments of medical supplies and equipment to 

OSEELC, the health department of the Lutheran 

Church in Cameroon. 

This gift was welcome news at a time when the 

Church health programs in Cameroon are undergoing 

significant positive developments in governance, fi-

nancial management and patient care.  We currently 

average two sea container shipments per year for its 

three hospitals and 15 health centers, together with a 

dental and eye clinic and palliative care services for 

the terminally ill. 

You may donate on line by going to:  http://

www.ghm.org/index.php/get-involved/6-shipping/230

-matching-grant-for-shipping (bottom of page)  or 

mailing your donation. (address on page 6) 
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Give Thanks! 

GIVE THANKS  

WITH A GRATEFUL HEART  

GIVE THANKS  

TO THE HOLY ONE  

GIVE THANKS  

FOR HE'S GIVEN  

JESUS CHRIST, HIS SON 

 

AND NOW LET THE WEAK SAY  

I AM STRONG  

LET THE POOR SAY  

I AM RICH  

BECAUSE OF WHAT 

THE LORD HAS DONE  

FOR US  

 

GIVE THANKS...  

Philippians 4:6-7: ñdo not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-

tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God.  And the peace of God, which sur-

passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.ò 

The Pilgrims, who we traditionally consider 

the first people to celebrate Thanksgiving, came to 

America for religious freedom.  And those who sur-

vived the voyage, nearly starved to death the first 

winter, but for the generosity of their Native Ameri-

can neighbors.  So when they harvested their first 

crop ï and bountiful it was ï they ceased their work 

to thank God.  Fifty-three pilgrims and 90 Indians 

observed the first Thanksgiving.  Did you know that 

the devoutly religious pilgrims would observe 

thanksgiving with prayer and fasting ï not feasting? 

God protected the Pilgrims, as he protects us 

each day ï 24/7!  He protected my husband as he 

came through major surgery last summer and, al-

though he has physical limitations, he feels better 

than he has in 2 years.  Thank God! 

Psalm 147:  ñPraise the Lord!...The Lord builds up 

Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.  He 

heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his 

understanding is beyond measure.  The Lord lifts up the 

humble; he casts the wicked to the ground.  Sing to the 

Lord with thanksgiving;ò 

God has wonderfully blessed our country.  We 

are the richest country on earth and enjoy nearly limit-

less freedom in our lives.  Yes, America has problems, 

but I truly believe that growth does not come without 

pain.  So, letôs pray that God will bind up our countryôs 

problems ï both at home and abroad - and cast the 

wicked to the ground.  Thank God for protecting our 

soldiers and especially for watching over my daughter, 

who will be home from Iraq in the next couple weeks 

and be able to spend Thanksgiving with her sons this 

year. 

Ephesians 5:1: ñTherefore be imitators of God, 

as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved 

us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God.ò 

In gratitude for Christôs ultimate gift, I pray that 

I will be worthy of that gift by giving of myself to my 

sisters and brothers. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all and God Bless! 

Darlene Bresson 
 

Sisters in Christ, What a windy fall day 

but no snow. Our great granddaughter 

arrived last Thursday. Such a miracle 

birth is. It will be fun to watch Lucy grow. Now back to 

work. Hopefully the quilts can be shipped soon and we 

can start over again. Remember the shut ins in your 

community as winter arrives even a phone call is appre-

ciated. Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving and 

Blessed Christmas. Mary Hildebrandt 

MISSION COMMUNITY  

MARY HILDEBRANDT  

TREASURER 
DARLENE BRESSON 

DAILY BIBLE READING COME TO YOU  

These are some of the internet WELCA sites where 

you can subscribe to daily bible readings sent to you. 

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/The-Bible/

Todays-Bible-Reading.aspx   

http://feeds.elca.org/rss/wdg/ 

http://feeds.elca.org/rss/dbr/ 

http://feeds.elca.org/rss/dbv/ 
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REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS.   

I will say it again:   Rejoice!  (Phil. 

4:4) 

 This seasonôs harvest has been very good in 

north central South Dakota and there is much for 

which to be thankful .  I hope this newsletter finds you 

and your family and church family in good health and 

bounteous wealth. 

 A reminder:  The Lutheran World Relief kit 

make-ups for 2012 have changed and LWR will really 

appreciate your cooperation in filling the kits as re-

quested.  ALSO, please remember the LWR book for-

got to list the 2-1/2  inch eraser in the list of school kit 

requirements ï so DO INCLUDE the eraser in the 

school kits. 

 The Pine Ridge Retreat Center is in need of 

warm quilts and blankets for the Pine Ridge Reserva-

tion.  If you donôt have a way to get them to Pine 

Ridge, you can drop them at the Synod office in Sioux 

Falls and they will see that they are transported to Pine 

Ridge Reservation. 

 Some of the hospitals want the baby quilts 

ñquiltedò with stitching rather than tied.  I know the 

Aberdeen Avera St. Lukeôs hospital will not accept 

baby quilts that are tied.  So be sure to check with 

your designated hospital as to their preferences. 

Thanks for all your good work. 

 Please be sure to let me know what questions 

you may have and I will do my best to get the an-

swers.  Dee Sanderson,605-226-2069 or 605-228-

2567, deesand@aol.com.   

Precious memories, how they linger, 

how they ever flood my soul. In the 

stillness of the midnight, precious, sacred scenes un-

fold. The words to this beautiful old hymn keep play-

ing in my mind ever since I learned that Pastor Fox 

had passed away in his sleep on Sept. 11th. 

        Pastor Mike and his wife Susan had been at Out-

law Ranch the day before to give the closing service 

at the Fall Retreat that the Grace Lutheran gals were 

hosting. This was the first time that he and Susan had 

shared a worship service since Susan had been or-

dained. "Precious memories!" 

         They had just returned from a vacation to visit 

family and friends in eastern South Dakota and Min-

nesota I know that his family will treasure those 

'Precious Memories." 

          Pastor Mike is missed by Grace congregation, 

as well as the whole community. The outpouring of 

love and support was indescribable! When, between 

20 to 30 pastors, priests, and Bishop Zellmer, dressed 

in their vestments, came in together and sat up front 

next to the pallbearers, no words could describe the 

ecumenical love of God that was felt by all in atten-

dance. He was our pastor for six short years, every-

one who knew him will have "precious memories."  

          Psalm 92:1  It is good to give thanks to the 

Lord, and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High. 

It is good to thank the Lord because of what thanks-

giving does in us: Thanksgiving makes us grateful, 

and gratitude is a good thing. While the official 

Thanksgiving Day is a worthy celebration, every day 

is a day to give thanks to God. And when we give 

thanks to Him daily, we are reminded daily that grati-

tude is a pleasing attribute. It is good to live as grate-

ful people. And the physical, verbal act of saying 

"Thank You, Lord" keeps us on a grateful path.  

         Many nations set aside a Thanksgiving Day to 

express gratitude, but for the Christian there's never a 

day after Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a daily holi-

day for the believer. That's because goodness and 

mercy follow us all our days and we shall dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever.  May everyone have many 

blessings and precious memories to thank God for 

and may you have a very Blessed Christmas season! 

MISSION GROWTH 

ARDITH MCFARLAND  
MISSION ACTION 

DEE SANDERSON 

QUILTS ARE NEEDED  

Lutheran World Relief :  Quilts are needed and it is 

the time of the year to ship them.  They prefer a bat-

ting inside of the 60ò X 80ò quilt.   

Pine Ridge Retreat Center: Contact Karen Rupp at 

 krn.rpp@gmail.com  (Sioux Falls pick-up) 

SD Womenôs Prison Ministry:  STAR Academy 

near Custer needs quilts.  Contact: Sharon Starks at 

Starks.sharon@hotmail.com Cell ph:605-214-4140 

LSS Refuge & Immigration: Contact them at:  705 

East 41st Street, Suite 200, Sioux Falls, SD 57105-

6048   ph: 605-357-0100  or  800-568-2401   

Email: info@lsssd.org 

mailto:deesand@aol.com
mailto:info@lsssd.org
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November is a time of being grateful 

for all of our many blessings. In No-

vember, I think of thankofferings.  Thankofferings 

show gratitude for Godôs blessings and give us an im-

portant way to express our gratitude.  It is a tradition 

grounded in our celebration of community, of meeting 

together to joyfully give thanks for what God has 

given us. When ordinary moments happen we say 

thank you to God.  Are you planning a special 

Thankoffering service in your church?                       

Each of our units is considering where to direct our 

gifts and offerings to support the ministries of Women 

of the ELCA. I would like to talk about Katieôs Fund.  

Katharina von Bora Luther was a practical and bold 

women of faith.  She was also the dedicated partner of 

her husband Martin. The example Katie set as a wife, 

farmer, mother, and entrepreneur continues to inspire 

us today.  Katieôs Fund began as an endowment fund 

in 1997 with gifts given in thanks for the first 10 years 

of Women of the ELCA ministries.  To date, the inter-

est earned on the fund has provided leadership oppor-

tunities for young women at triennial gatherings and 

global networking on behalf of the Women of the 

ELCA.  Gifts to the fund are available for ministries in 

three key areas: Leadership development, global shar-

ing, and Living theology.  Katieôs Fund allows us to 

nurture our faith and provide opportunities for other 

women.     You may make an online donation or send 

to the Women of the ELCA.  Have a great Thanksgiv-

ing. 

 I had the privilege of going on 

Mission Trip (see page 8-9) to visit 

the Lutheran World Relief and Global Health Minis-

tries headquarters in the Twin Cities.  What amazing 

places!   

 Global Health Ministries is a unique place.  It 

is an independent Lutheran Ministry enhancing the 

health care programs of Lutheran churches in other 

countries.  There is only one organization like this in 

the United States.   The area hospitals in the Twin Cit-

ies move their outdated items to them, where they sort  

the items into packages of like items, removing all 

the óextraô dated stuff like paper packaging.   Large 

items like beds, walkers, crutches, commodes, etc. 

are also received.   They list these items on the inter-

net where the Lutheran Hospitals in other countries 

can access and ask that these things be shipped to 

them.    

 Go to www.ghm.org on the internet.  You will 

find that in the óHands on Projectô area, they have 4 

kits that you can make in your local WELCA and 

send or take them to the cities to GHM.  They need 

hospice kits, rolled bandages, baby blankets, and new 

born kits.   

 Monetary donations are needed as it takes 

from $5,000 to $18,000 to ship a full 40 ft. container.  

Your donation can be sent to: Global Health Minis-

tries, 7831 Hickory Street NE, Minneapolis, MN  

55432-2500. 

I began attending church at the ULC because I 

wanted to discover more about my faith. I was bap-

tized as a Lutheran, but have not been confirmed. I 

went to Sunday School as a child; however, my fam-

ily stopped attending church on a regular basis. 

Throughout high school, I was an active member of 

the Youth Group at the Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Estelline. I enjoy attending worship at the ULC, it's a 

small and close community and having friends to go 

with when I first started really helped me. I couldn't 

imagine going by myself, but now I know that I 

could. I have participated in worship,  carving pump-

kins, and with hospitality and reading at the ULC. I 

really enjoy the service opportunities offered through 

the ULC. I have identified my previous lack of volun-

teering as a weakness and something I wanted to im-

prove on, and the ULC was a great way to get in-

volved with things like the Brookings Backpack pro-

gram and the trip to Sioux Falls to help with the mili-

tary event. I have found that I harbor a great passion 

for helping others that I didn't know about, and my 

goal of participating in one service event a month has 

multiplied quickly and is no longer a chore, but rather 

something I look forward to. I have no recommenda-

tions for activities, I think everything is great and I 

really enjoy everything the ULC does for me! 

Jessica Derby, from Estelline, SD 

Junior-Mathematics Major, SDSU 
  

MEMBER AT LARGE 

Lucille Birkholtz 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTERY  

Jessica Derby 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

Vicki Persson 
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 In the current economy many people are struggling 

to survive. That is also true for many nonprofit organiza-

tions. The literacy program in our state is a prime example of 

this situation.  

 Here's what we do.  We meet three times a year in 

order to share information between councils, plan tutor train-

ing workshops, provide motivational opportunities for new 

readers and tutors, encourage tutors to become certified 

trainers, offer continuing education sessions, and provide 

teaching materials for those who do not have a nearby coun-

cil.  

 In 2012 we will celebrate our twenty-fifth year of 

service. In order to survive as an organization we need an 

infusion of caring volunteers and the funds to train and sup-

port them.  We are very good at providing help to people 

who are functionally illiterate and wish to improve their 

reading and writing skills. We are not very skilled at state-

wide fund raising. Any help that churches (or other organiza-

tions) could provide would be appreciated.  

 

A $1,000 donation will pay for a tutor training workshop.  

A $500 donation covers the travel cost for one board meet-

ing.  

A $200 contribution would help a volunteer tutor become a 

certified ProLiteracy trainer, covering his or her registration 

fee and training supplies. It can cost up to $60 to cover the 

cost of a set of books for one beginning English as a Second 

Language student and his or her tutor.  

A $20 gift covers the refreshments for one break during a 

tutor training workshop.  It also covers an individual mem-

bership for one year in the South Dakota Literacy Council.  

 

 Frank Laubach was an international pioneer in the 

area of literacy. In his early ministry he was a missionary in 

the Philippines, where he developed a simple way to teach 

local tribesmen how to read. He used these methods in many 

countries around the globe and was called "The Apostle to 

the Illiterates" for his work with the League of Nations in 

third world countries. Many of our teaching materials are 

still based on his teaching methods.  He wrote:  "Literacy is 

indeed one of the finest openings ever given the church 

through which she may bless the whole human race and pour 

the love of Christ into human society."  

 As the college freshman once wrote home:  "Please 

send money!" Or join us in this exciting venture. It's great 

fun to see someone's eyes light up when they connect a 

printed word with a word that they use everyday. "If they 

can't read the words, they can't read The Word." (© 

WELCA)  

:-) Sally Hillner, 605-692-5560  

Church Literacy Chair  

2012 South Dakota Synod Assembly 

June 8 ï 9, 2012 

ñWrapped in Christôs Loveò 

During the 2012 Synod Assembly, we will be gather-

ing under the theme ñWrapped in Christôs Love.ò  

Throughout the weekend, we will celebrate the differ-

ent ways that we care for each other and the world be-

cause of our faith.  A couple of the ministries that we 

would especially like to lift up are the giving of Bap-

tismal Blankets and Prayer Shawls. 

If your congregation participates in either of these 

ministries, we invite you to share one or two of your 

creations with the Synod Assembly.  Your work will 

be displayed so others can see how you honor the Bap-

tized or care for the sick in your community.  We will 

all benefit from the sharing of our ideas and gifts.  The 

blankets and shawls collected will be distributed to 

congregations of our synod, along with patterns and 

suggestions, for them to take home and begin their 

own ministries. 

Please bring your donations to your Conference As-

sembly that will take place in March.  The Synod Staff 

and the Assembly Planning Committee will collect 

them and prepare them for display and distribution at 

the Synod Assembly in June. 

Thank you for sharing a piece of your ministry with 

the rest of the South Dakota Synod. 

Godôs work. Our Hands. 

CHURCH LITERACY  

Sally Hillner  

Help Ship Quilts & Kits at  LWR  
For families who have lost everything due to a natural dis-
aster or violence, small items of comfort ð a warm quilt, a 
bar of soap, a set of pencils ð let them know someone 
across the sea cares. Every year, Lutheran groups and indi-
viduals put their hearts and hands into sewing Quilts and 
assembling Kits of baby, health, school and sewing items, 
which LWR is able to distribute efficiently and economically. 
LWR Quilts & Kits convey a priceless message of love and 
commitment to people in desperate need. 

Because of our experience and partnerships on the ground, 
we are able to deliver more than $12 million worth of Quilts 
and Kits for just about $1.7 million in operating costs. If you 
donôt sew or cannot be a part of a kit-making project, give to 
the Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund. For every $1 you give, some-
one in need receives $8 worth of essential personal items.  

http://lwr.org/site/lookup.asp?c=dmJXKiOYJgI6G&b=7521985
http://lwr.org/site/lookup.asp?c=dmJXKiOYJgI6G&b=7521991
http://lwr.org/site/lookup.asp?c=dmJXKiOYJgI6G&b=7521989
http://lwr.org/site/lookup.asp?c=dmJXKiOYJgI6G&b=7521997
http://lwr.org/site/lookup.asp?c=dmJXKiOYJgI6G&b=7521995
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Mission Tour  
By Diane Spilde 

 

Did you ever want to know more about Lutheran 

World Relief and Global Health Ministries?  That is 

exactly what 37 women decided they would like to 

do as they left Watertown, the Coffee Cup Truck 

Stop, and Milbank to join a bus tour to Minneapolis.  

They also enjoyed attending a play: ñThe Church 

Basement Ladies: A Mighty Fortress is the Base-

mentò at the Plymouth Playhouse on Thursday eve-

ning.   

Matt, VP of LWR gave us a tour of their warehouse.  

Can you imagine a huge warehouse filled from one 

end to the other with boxes of quilts and kits?  Well, 

that is exactly what we saw.  50% of all these items 

are shipped to Africa and the other 50% to other 

places.   

LWR was the first boat to enter Haiti.  A ship does not 

leave a US port until there are volunteers onsite to dis-

tribute the items. 

 

 

The Quilts we send are unpacked and prepared for 

banding and placed in bales.  The bales are then  

loaded on a container, transported to a rail yard by 

truck, then by rail to a port for shipment to their desti-

nation.  Matt said it cost about $6000 to ship overseas.  

Your donations to Project Comfort pay for these ship-

ments.  Fourteen cents of your dollar is spent on sala-

ries, the rest is used for shipping costs.   

 
 

 

The LWR warehouseé.Note the boxes of quilts and 

kits on top of the pile.  Some boxes have broken open 

in transportation.  The large white plastic bags are the 

bales of quilts that are ready for shipment overseas. 



Volume XXX                                          SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL                                                                 Page 9 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that Global Health Ministries is the 

only Lutheran organization of this kind in our nation?  

GHM ships hospital supplies, newborn and hospice 

kits to third world countries.  Items are shipped to Lu-

theran hospitals where there is a need.  GHM provides 

an inventory sheet.  Hospitals review the sheet and 

send in their request.  GHM with the help of volun-

teers prepares items to be packed and shipped.  Every 

three or four weeks a container is shipped from the 

warehouse.   

 

The last container went to Tanzania.  Warren told us 

that a 40 foot container could cost as much as $15,000 

to ship.  Money donations may be sent to GHM, 7831 

Hickory Street NE Minneapolis, MN 55432.  Website: 

http//www.ghm.org 

These ladies are going through the new born kits to 

make sure that all the items are in them and they are 

all appropriate, if not they were removed and other 

items would be put in. 

We all volunteered spending a couple hours prepar-

ing newborn kits and hospital supplies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GHM relies totally on volunteers to prepare and load 

containers. 

Other GHM projects include the digging of wells so 

good drinking water is available and the mosquito 

netting project.  Your $10 donation will provide a 

chemical treated net for a family. 

Ladies were sorting medical supplies above and 

medical garments below.  All items were donated. 


