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I Corinthians 12:4-6 ñ There are diversities of 

gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are differences of 

ministries, but the same Lord.  And there are di-

versities of activities, but it is the same God who 

works all in all.ò 

While I am writing this article on Dr. Martin Luther 

King day, the above Bible passage comes to my 

mind.  Yesterday I watched a movie regarding equal 

rights and thought how sad it is that we Americans 

did not consider all people are created equal.  Have 

our beliefs changed?  Look in your own heart and 

how do you judge others?  My parents always 

preached to our family, ñDo not judge others until 

you have walked in their shoes.ò  This is a wonderful 

lesson which we also passed on to our children and 

grandchildren. 

At our recent Winter board meeting, I used two ex-

cellent workshops, 

     *God Colors Outside the Lines ï workshop on 

diversity and Godôs Church 

     * Looking into the Mirror ï A Lenten reflection. 

Both of these workshops are available on Women of 

the ELCA website.  These can be used individually or 

with your unit.  This is wonderful material available 

for you to use and no cost. 

Following the workshop on diversity, we decided 

this will be an excellent theme for our 23rd Annual 

Synodical Convention this June 25-26 at Trinity Lu-

theran Church in Vermillion.  The theme will be God 

Colors Outside the Lines.  The Bible verse will be 

Luke 1:37 ñFor nothing is impossible with Godò.  

Theme song will be ñIn Christ There is no East or 

Westò. 

The convention offering will go with 50% to national 

Women of the ELCA, 25% to Answer the Call and 

25% to St. Dysmas ministry.  Love offerings will go 

to The Clothing Closet and The Contact Center/Food 

Pantry in Yankton.  (See Janet Mattisonôs Member at 

Large article.) 

We are planning workshops for Friday afternoon and 

guest speakers Friday evening.  Saturday morning 

will open with Communion Service followed by 

speakers and business meeting. During the business 

meeting, we will also elect our delegates for 2011 

Triennial Convention.  (See Margene Thompsonôs 

Vice President article.)   Saturday afternoon will in-

clude reports from our Mission partners and our Love 

offering recipients.  The convention will close by 4 

p.m. to allow everyone time to return home. 

We again will have the Silent Auction with pro-

ceeds going to Joy Ranch Kitchen/Dining Room 

fund.  This has been a wonderful fundraiser for past 

two years and has helped us meet this projectôs  

goals. 

Mark June 25-26 on your calendar and join us.  
Each day will be filled with great speakers and time 

for fellowship with others.  The registration fee is 

kept at $35 which is very reasonable as it includes all 

workshops, meetings and meals Friday evening and 

Saturday noon.  Vermillion is also a very easy city to 

travel to and within only a few miles off Interstate 29. 
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(Kathy has had an overload in Janu-

ary with all of the storms and her 

family, she will write next time.) 

 

Greetings to the Women of the ELCA! 

I hope all of you had a wonderful, peaceful Christmas, 

in spite of the weather!  After a harrowing trip to 

Fargo on Dec. 23rd to pick up our daughter, Tina, and 

her 3 sons from California, we were glad to be all to-

gether, including our daughter, Cori, and her family 

from Worthing, and to be able to attend the Christmas 

Eve church service that wasnôt canceled.  It was actu-

ally enjoyable that we were snowbound for a few days 

ï no rushing to the stores for last minute things or fac-

ing the throngs of shoppers on Dec. 26th.  The kids 

loved playing in the snow, playing games, and just en-

joying one another.  It was especially meaningful and 

poignant, as this was the first time in 5 years that 

weôve all been together, and knowing that Tina will be 

leaving in July for a tour of duty in Iraq with the Na-

tional Guard, I donôt know when weôll all be together 

again at Christmas. 

 

We had a great Board meeting in Vermillion earlier 

this month, although a few women couldnôt make it 

because of the weather.  Iôm so excited about the 2010 

Convention with a theme of ñGod Colors Outside the 

Linesò, a lesson in diversity.  The Convention Offer-

ing will be split between the National W/ELCA 

(50%), Answer the Call (25%), and St. Dysmas (25%).  

The Convention will be held at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Vermillion and hosted by Trinity Lutheran 

of Yankton.  We toured the church while we were in 

Vermillion, and it will be a wonderful facility to hold 

our convention.  (Donôt forget to allow time to visit 

the National Museum of Music while youôre in  
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Beginning Feb. 2010 

                         2010 Nominating Committee Needs                                                                                                                                                                                         

  Your Assistance! 
  

 The Synodical Nominating Committee will be 

meeting about the middle of February, 2010.  They 

will be seeking nominees for SD Synodical W/ELCA 

Vice President, Secretary, two Members-at-Large and 

two for the Nominating Committee.  All offices are 

two year terms. 

  If you or someone you know would have an 

interest and is dedicated to the work of the W/ELCA, 

please submit your name or the name of someone you 

feel would like to be a part of the executive board and 

some basic information to me by February 15, 

2010.  After the committee meets we will then send 

out letters of call for a specific office. 

  These names will be taken into consideration 

as nominees on the ballot for election at the Synodi-

cal W/ELCA Convention at Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Vermillion, June 26 -26, 2010. 

  Also, on the ballot in June of 2010 will be 

nominees for the 2011 Triennial Convention, in Spo-

kane WA.  We have asked for the nominee names to 

be turned in by February 1, 2010.   

  Nominations may be made from the floor the 

day of election.  However, you need the consent of 

the nominee and you need to have a printed vitae of 

that nominee for each voting delegate to peruse be-

fore voting. 

  The constitution is very precise in the process 

that is used for the selection of officers and delegates 

for the Triennial Convention.  Please realize the 

Nominating Committee takes seriously their responsi-

bility as they consider the names submitted to fulfill 

all the requirements of the constitution. 

  

Be in prayer and call us with names for the ballot. 

Carmel Heyd 

605-229-1360  cheyd@homefederal.com 

Lori Jorenby 

605-794-2291  cjorenby@itctel.com 

Arlene Bich 

605-275-6891  habjch@sio.midco.net  

Delores Johnson 

605-334-5578 

mailto:cheyd@homefederal.com
mailto:habjch@sio.midco.net


Vermillion!)  Registration fee will be the same as last 

year - $35 ï and includes meals.  We will also have a 

Silent  

Auction, which I understand was a huge success last 

year, so start planning what you can make/bring for 

this. The Love Offering will be for the Clothes Closet 

in Yankton, which is located on the grounds of the 

State Hospital, so it serves people from all across the 

State.  They are in need of clothing, but they espe-

cially need new undergarments and socks for all ages 

and genders.  (These items are included in a Christmas 

gift for the residents of the Hospital and their fami-

lies.)  The other recipient of the Love Offering will be 

the Contact Center/Food Pantry in Yankton.  This or-

ganization provides emergency services, as well as 

food, so monetary donations would be appreciated by 

them. 

 

As I write this, Mary and I are preparing for the hand-

off of the Treasury in a couple weeks.  Thank heavens 

that we had some time at the Board meeting to go over 

last minute details!  After looking at all the transac-

tions and Maryôs wonderful organization, I realize that 

Mary has left some ñbig shoesò for me to fill!  Good 

thing we have e-mail and cell phones ï 1-800-

HELPMARY!  But I do have a little experience in ac-

counting, so while I may not be as organized as Mary, 

eventually, with Godôs help, Iôll get there!  In all seri-

ousness, I want to thank Mary for her 4 years of dedi-

cated work as your Treasurer!  I wish her all the best 

in the future and may you enjoy your free time!!   So, 

starting Feb. 1, you can mail your offerings to me at 

621 S Lake Drive, Watertown, SD 57201.  My e-mail 

is Minnie@wat.midco.net and my home phone is 605-

886-0785.  I do work, so itôs best to call me after 5:00 

or e-mail me (preferred.) 

 

Until spring, may God bless you and keep you safe! 

Darlene Bresson 

In Luke 10:27-37 we read ñan expert in the lawò asked 

Jesus, ñAnd who is my neighbor?ò   Jesus responded with 

the familiar Parable of the Good Samaritan,  which clearly 

illustrates the call for mercy and helpfulness toward a per-

sonï- Yes, any person in need within the larger commu-

nity of Godôs created people.     

            As I write this column we hearing of the unbeliev-

able devastation to the little island country of Haiti. Our 

neighbors in Haiti definitely need our immediate attention 

to their physical, spiritual and emotional needs. Here is a 

good example of where Mission Community fits right 

in!   No, we canôt all go, shovel in hand, to dig through the 

rubble, but we can reach out to collect needed materials 

and equipment---Quilts and health kits are badly needed 

now, according to LWR reports. And of course, the money 

to ship these items.  

            Many worthy missions and groups are providing 

collecting points for emergency supplies and cash.  (See: 

lwr.org/Haiti,   or Women of ELCA/Haiti).    Check these 

websites to learn what items are needed and where to ship 

them to make them available  in the most needy areas as 

quickly as possible. 

            And closer to home,  each Conference and each 

congregation has very probably had one or several fami-

lies or community groups severely  affected by the econ-

omy, or by a fire or other natural disaster within the past 

year or so.   

             Our Purpose Statement says, in partðñAs a com-

munity of women created in the image of God---------We 

commit ourselves to----engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society 

and the worldò.    Here are opportunities for our local Mis-

sion Community leaders to enroll our local ladies in reach-

ing out in whatever way we can, right close to home, and/

or far across the sea.  

            Have you taken time to learn something new about 

Katie Luther, wife of the founder of Lutheranism?   What 

would Katie Luther have done if these present day trage-

dies and needs had occurred in her community?  Her gift 

of hospitality must have been tested  many times as she 

hosted numerous students, with varied needs and often 

with limited financial support, as well as feeding  her fam-

ily and the many guests who frequently joined the Luther 

dinner table conversations.  Katieôs example of reaching 

out to the needs of others can give all of us the encourage-

ment to take on one or more of these ñneighborhood chal-

lengesò. 

            May God strengthen and preserve you as you reach 

out with helpful hands  in His name and to His glory.    

            Sincerely in Christ, Grace Wangberg, Mission 

Community 
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The new Synodical Treasurer took office Feb. 1, 

2010. Please remember to send your offerings to: 

Darlene Bresson 

621 S Lake Dr. 

Watertown, SD 57201 

  

Phone:  605-886-0785 (evenings) 

e-mail:  minnie@wat.midco.net 

  

Please make checks payable to SD Women of the ELCA - even 

if it's for a different purpose, such as Answer the Call.   

If the check is not made payable to SD Women of the ELCA, 

it's not entered in the the Synod records - the check is simply 

forwarded to the appropriate payee. 

MISSION COMMUNITY 

GRACE WANGBERG 

mailto:Minnie@wat.midco.net
mailto:minnie@wat.midco.net


Greetings from Mission Action: 

As I sit here watching the snow coming down and the wind 

blowing and wishing for Spring to get here as I have had 

enough of the winter and knowing that I shouldnôt be rush-

ing the seasons.  There is a saying, ñLife comes at you 

fast.ò  That question is especially appropriate at this time of 

year.  During the season of Lent, Iôve decided to challenge 

myself to sacrifice my will for Godôs will.  I intend to make 

more time for prayer, to listen more.  To pull this off, I first 

need to identify where Iôve gone left when I feel certain 

God wanted me to go right.  These ñmisdirectionsò may not 

always involve big issues. In fact, they likely involve a lot 

of smaller actions I do on a regular basis;  like not calling 

someone to thank them for something theyôve done or not 

following through on a commitment to myself, to others, or 

to God.  Secondly, I will take this list to God in prayer and 

ask God to help me discern how to choose to do the right 

thing in the future. 

  

I am sure all of the Mission Action Coordinators are busy 

putting final figures together of all the activities they com-

pleted last year.  What a wonderful gift we can give to 

those less fortunate as we contribute to Lutheran World 

Relief.  You may either email them to me or send them to 

me at 210 West 3rd St, Mission Hill, SD 57046 

 

Can you believe as you receive this newsletter we will be 

preparing for Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the 

Lenten Season.  

 

Extra Informationéé.If your group makes crochet or knit, 

Coats and Clark will send you a box of yarn once a year.  A 

letter requesting this is to be on church letter head.  I sent 

away for our churches quilters and received a box in 6 

weeks.  It is a variety of colors and they also sent along 

some embroidery thread all of good quality. 

 

Karen Lindgren 

SD Synod WELCA             

Mission Action Coordinator 

"Triennial Gathering Train-

ing Report"  
A somewhat brief report of the Triennial 

Gathering Promoter training I attended 

in Spokane, WA. 

  November 19th women from all over the USA, 

and a lady from Puerto Rico, arrived in Spokane.  Getting 

all of us from the airport proved to be a bit much for the 

hotel shuttle service; but everyone finally arrived, safe 

and sound. 

  Everything started the morning of the 20th with a 

welcome, and introductions by the Women of the ELCA 

staff.  We also were welcomed by various Spokane digni-

taries, and by Amy Cabe from the Convention and Visi-

tors Bureau. 

  Lunch was at the Spokane Convention Center, 

within easy walking distance of most hotels.  We were 

then given a tour of this rather large facility.  We were 

shown a "map" of how and where things will be set up 

for the Triennial Gathering. 

  After this tour, we boarded a city bus and were 

taken on a tour of various interesting sights to see around 

Spokane.  We toured one of the city's largest cathe-

drals...The Cathedral of Saint John the Evangelist.  We 

toured the the Conservatory at Manito Park, a 90-acre 

park which includes many different gardens.  Lots of 

beautiful, different flowers, trees, and plants to be seen in 

the Conservatory.  Another really neat and interesting 

place we visited was the historic Davenport Hotel. 

  That evening we could go to one of ten selected 

restaurants.  Earlier in the day we had to pick and choose 

which one we wanted to "check out".  Then we had to 

write a review of that particular restaurant. 

  Saturday started with a breakfast buffet, and a 

time to discuss the reviews of the 10 restaurants.  The 

group I was with ate at Luigi's Italian Restaurant.  I 

would highly recommend this one because the service, 

and the food were more than excellent. 

  More training about how to promote the Trien-

nial Gathering followed breakfast.  After lunch we had 

free time to explore the city, mostly around the River-

front Park area, and the main downtown area.  The River-

front Park area was the sight of the 1974 World's Fair. 

  Some of the ladies rode the famous Looff Car-

rousel (100 years old in 2009), which is located in the 

Riverfront Park area.  I rode in one of the gondolas that 

goes across the Spokane River Falls, a very powerful 

sight to see. And many of us looked around and had to do 

some shopping at River Park Square, a large 3-story en-

closed mall.  Lots of stores, places to eat, etc. 
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MEMBER AT LARGE 

KAREN DIMICK 
MISSION ACTION 

KAREN LINDGREN 

If you have Christmas cards that you want to recycle, 

you can send the fronts of cards without writing on the 

backs to:  

Ronald McDonald House in Indianapolis  

435 Limestone St.  

Indianapolis, IN  46202  
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 At 5:00 PM we had a Service of Holy Commun-

ion, then dinner with leaders of local congregational units 

of the Women of the ELCA. 

  Our time together ended with a "wrap-up session", 

and fond farewells as most were leaving early on the 22nd.  

The plane I was on was delayed for awhile because it had 

to be de-iced.  I eventually made it back, safe and sound, 

to good old South Dakota. 

  The beginning of February I will be sending out 

much more information about fund-raising ideas, promo-

tional ideas, Spokane, etc.  This will be going to confer-

ence presidents, and hopefully there will be one or two 

ladies in each conference who will help in the promotion 

of the Triennial Gathering.  Much help will be needed by 

the TGP. 

  For lots more information about Spokane, go to 

this website:  www.Spokane.com. 

 Shalom, Karen Dimick  Member-at-Large 

 P.S. Due to extenuating circumstances, my name will not 

be on the ballot for a second two-year term as member-at-

large. 
 

We had a very productive Winter Board 

Meeting in Vermillion January 8 & 9. 

 It was cold and lots of snow, but we were all very 

blessed that could attend.  Lots of prayers were given for 

our safe travels to do His work. 1 John 5:14 

We give God thanks and praise for His answered prayers. 

 I have a list of the hotels in Vermillion for the 

Synodical Convention June 25 and 26: 

Comfort Inn-  701 W. Cherry Street  -  1-800-424-6523  or 

605-624-8333 

- ($65 single -- $75 double)  ask for special Lutheran 

Women's rate 

Holiday Inn Express-  1200 N. Dakota Street  -  605-624-

7600  - ( 2 queens- $129.99 -- single $119.99) 

Super 8-  1208 Cherry Street  -  605-624-8005   

- ( all rooms  $62.88 ) 

Prairie Inn Motel- 912 N. Dakota St.  -  605-624-2824  - 

(  rooms - $65 ) 

 Call and make your reservations soon and tell 

them you want the special rate for the Lutheran Women's 

convention. 

  Our Host Churches for the Synodical Convention 

in Vermillion in June have decided for us, to support The 

Clothing Closet and the Contact Center/Food Pantry in 

Yankton. 

 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

JANET MATTISON 

MARY ABRAHAM  

  The Clothing Closet current needs are men's jeans, 

all sizes, men's shoes (tennis and casual), men's t-shirts and 

sweatshirts (sizes XL and larger),and new underwear and 

socks for all ages and genders. 

 The goal is to stock good clean clothing for all 

needs, all ages and genders.  Not only does the Clothing 

Closet benefit the patient's personal needs,  

it also provides the patient with employment and 

skill training groups.  

  The Contact Center/Food Pantry in Yankton cur-

rently has a very important NEEDS list: jelly, tuna helper, 

Ketchup, mustard, pancake (complete) mix, syrup 

 ..... and money $$$$$   can be used by both of these.. 

Loving God, thank you for hearing our prayers and answer-

ing according to your will through Christ our Savior and 

Lord. AMEN 

 

 

 

                                       TOP TEN REASONS TO  

   COME TO VERMILLION  

   FOR THE SYNODICAL  

   CONVENTION JUNE 25-26 

 
10. The cookies and bars along with coffee each morning 

as we greet each other and make new friends. 

 

  9.  The opportunity to buy a wonderful item at the silent 

auction. 

  8.  Learn how our Synodical Womenôs organization for 

South Dakota serves people throughout the state. 

  7.  Shop for hand made articles from Guatemala at 

ñSharing the Dreamò a project that strives to help women 

become self-sufficient. 

  6.   Enjoy the music as 150+ women join in song as they 

worship their savior.  

  5.   Be inspired by the bible study led by Pastor Carla Nel-

son of Roseni and Union Creek Lutheran Churches.  

  4. Visit the National Music Museum-one of a kind.   This 

is truly a hidden jewel in South Dakota.  Donôt miss it!  

Learn why people come from around the world to see it. 

 3.   Participate in the worship service led by Bishop Zel-

mer. 

 2.  Experience how ñGod Colors Outside the Linesò in 

your life and in others. 

1.   Go home nourished with the love of Christ and better 

equipped to respond when he calls you to serve.       

http://www.Spokane.com
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By February 2nd, ñGroundhog dayò, 

whether heôs seen his shadow or not, winter will be half 

over.  It seems like we have had our share for the year al-

ready! 

Janet Mattison and I headed to Vermillion for our winter 

board meeting on the 8th of January and returned safely by 

6PM on the 9th.  I did not feel like Mother Nature had been 

picking on western South Dakota after seeing all the snow 

in the Yankton and Vermillion areas.  We made good use 

of our time together, meeting with the Yankton and Ver-

million ladies.  Plans are well underway for a great 

WELCA Synodical convention to be held on June 25th and 

26th at Vermillionôs Trinity Lutheran and hosted by Yank-

ton because their church is being renovated and will be 

under construction in June. 

I am planning on having Suzanne Hansen, from the SD 

Synodical office, come on the 25th to give us more infor-

mation on the ñBook of Faithò initiative.  To learn more 

about this initiative, go to the web site:  

www.bookoffaith.org.  Book of Faith resources are avail-

able through Augsburg Fortress.  I am excited about this 

initiative to encourage us to get back into Godôs word and 

help us to better understand it.  If we would start teaching 

our young people how to read and understand the Bible, 

think of the foundation that would be laid. 

For all of you who are studying Paulôs letter to the Ro-

mans in your Lutheran Women Today, I hope you are 

gleaning and growing.  It is work to try and understand all 

that Paul is telling the Gentile Christians, and that includes 

us.  I love studying Romans, and every time I do I learn 

more and more, so my advice is to read and reread, then 

read it again.  In his Preface to Romans, Luther writes 

ñthis Epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, 

and it is truly the purest gospelé..  It is a bright light, al-

most sufficient to illuminate the entire Holy Scriptureò.  

He has referred to Romans as the foundation of our Chris-

tian faith.  Chapter 8:26-39 is so, so, so great--- what a 

promise!!! 

Stay safe and warm, and pray, pray, and pray. 

Sisters in Christ, 

Ardith 

MORE ON THE TRIENNIAL GATHERING 
To:    Triennial Gathering Promoters  

From: Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director 

 

While you are Triennial Gathering Promoters, itôs good for 

you to have a working knowledge of basic information 

about the triennial convention.  

Todayôs post provides you with that overview.  

 

The triennial convention is the highest legislative authority 

for Women of the ELCA. While at the convention the dele-

gates will conduct the business of the womenôs organiza-

tion. They will elect leadership for the next triennium. They 

will adopt a budget for fiscal year 2012. They will hear and 

act on issues brought by synodical conventions (memorials) 

as well as issues raised by the delegates themselves 

(resolutions).  

 

The churchwide womenôs organization covers the expenses 

to hold the convention. It is offerings that come from 

women like you and me that make it possible to hold the 

convention. The budget includes covering  

the travel expenses for the more than 400 delegates as well 

as room and board for them during the convention. Also 

included in the convention budget are items like voting ma-

chines, tables, chairs, staging,  

real-time captioning, and audio-visual equipment.  

 

Delegates were elected last year at biennial synodical con-

ventions that occur in odd years. Delegates will be elected 

this year in biennial conventions that occur in even years 

and in annual conventions.  

In 2011, delegates to the 8th Triennial Convention will use 

Monday, July 11th, as their travel day to Spokane. Dele-

gates will be housed at the Doubletree, adjacent to the Spo-

kane Convention Center. The convention will begin Tues-

day morning with opening worship and will conclude 

Thursday morning, July 14th. A convention offering will be 

taken.  

 

Delegates are encouraged to stay after the convention to 

participate in the triennial gathering. No reduced registra-

tion fees for the triennial gathering are available, however. 

(Of course, the delegates get the  

benefit of having their travel expenses to and from Spokane 

covered by the churchwide womenôs organization.) While 

we will be offering morning and afternoon tours, as well as 

all day tours, on Thursday, delegates will not be available 

for a Thursday morning tour.  

 

If you get questions that go beyond these basics, please di-

rect the woman to contact your synodical president or have 

her contact me.  

MISSION GROWTH 

ARDITH MCFARLAND  

ñA lot of people like snow.  I find it to be an unnec-

essary freezing of water.ò   Carl Reiner 

http://www.bookoffaith.org/
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LAMP is gearing up for our 40th year of 

ministry, with celebrations taking place 

in several locations in the United States 

and Canada.  We are thankful for the thousands of volun-

teers who have been involved with LAMP over the years. 

So many people have selflessly helped to spread the Good 

News about Jesus Christ to Godôs children in isolated areas 

of the northern wilderness. 

LAMP was started by a pastor who, led by the Holy Spirit, 

wanted to encourage the faith of people who lived in these 

isolated sections of the North. This pastor, Rev. Les 

Stahlke, also a pilot, owned a tiny single-engine aircraft.  

One summer, Les and a few others flew to Chipewyan 

Lakes, Alberta, a little over 200 miles north of Edmonton. 

They taught Vacation Bible School to the children on the 

reservation. Things snowballed from there, as is often 

Godôs way. 

A year later, Lutheran women caught the vision. $40,000 

was raised for a larger airplane. God proceeded to call 

families, couples, and individuals to relocate to native com-

munities in the North. Rev. Neale Thompsonôs family was 

one that was called to move from their home and ministry 

in South Dakota to the mining town of Manitouwadge, On-

tario. Rev. Neale has testimony after testimony of how God 

miraculously provided for theméeverything from multi-

plying food to allowing them to deliver syllabic Bibles to 

those who longed to read the Word. One very aged woman 

clutched the Bible to her heart and declared, ñGod finally 

speaks in my language!ò 

Today, LAMP staff and volunteers are still experiencing 

Godôs miracles as we share Godôs love with His people in 

the North. I, personally, have traveled to a community in 

northern Ontario for eight years. I have seen God accom-

plish things that I thought impossible.  I have witnessed His 

love flowing through me so strongly that I could hardly 

speak. I have heard the strong faith of His children ring out 

loud and clear, and I have sensed His presence among us 

more and more each year! 

I urge you to become involved in the ministry of LAMP. 

Your life will never be the same, whether you volunteer, 

pray, or support us financially. For more information, log 

on to www.lampministry.org, or 

phone us at 1-800-307-4036. 

Jeanne Johnson,  

Director of Communications 

Hello my dear Women of the 

ELCA Sisters! 

 How are you faring in this memorable winter?  Despite 

changed schedules due to blizzards, cold temperatures and 

power outages, I am happy to say all is well here.  Hope it 

is for you too.  I am so happy that some of us got a few 

extra quilts to Pine Ridge.   

Winter will not last forever.  Soon it will be time for 

Spring Gathering and Conventions.  When you are plan-

ning those events I hope you consider inviting your TDTR 

Team.  Margene Thompson and I have lots and lots of 

thought provoking resources we would love to share with 

you. 

I donôt know about you, but I often find inspiration in 

songs.  There is something about words set to music that 

sort of resonates with me.  Recently I heard (and really 

listened to) the song ñColors of the Windò from the movie, 

ñPocahontasò and was impressed with a number of mes-

sages it conveyed.  Iôd like to share a couple of lines with 

you.  In the movie Pocahontas sings the song to John 

Smith, who has very arrogantly been telling her how the 

Englishmen who had just come to their world were going 

to improve it.  In part she sings: 

    You think the only people who are people 

   Are the people who look and think like you, 

   But if you walk the footsteps of a stranger, 

    Youôll learn things you never knew you never knew. 

It is my sincere hope, and prayer, that we all are growing 

in our ability to see people who donôt look and think like 

us as people that we would like to get to know instead of 

discarding them as ñan inferior speciesò.  Maybe we 

should try to walk in their footsteps.  Who knows what we 

might learn? 

Hi Mardella, 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the ministry at Pine 

Ridge.  The response to our need for quilts was wonderful!  I've 

been able to meet all requests for blankets and quilts.  When our 

supply has been depleted, we receive another donation just in 

time.  On at least two occasions, there was increased demand 

due to people coming to stay with family during wakes and fu-

nerals and each time we were able to provide for their 

needs.  Thank you to all who have gone to such lengths to pro-

vide warmth during this very long and cold winter!   

 Many thanks for all you do. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Karen Rupp 

LAMP MINISTRY  

Jeanne Johnson 

TODAYôS DREAM 
TOMORROWôS REALITY 

Mardella Bieber 

http://www.lampministry.org/
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The news is hunger stalks an appalling 

number of homes in our nation. Among 

the ways to help, we  urge you to recog-

nize the powerful effect of public poli-

cies on hunger, for good or ill.  

I.  Until mid-March, the South Dakota legislature is in 

session. The low-income people cannot hire lobbyists. So 

we ask you to help speak up for them. Talk to state legis-

lators, or write letters. [address:  Rep.___ or Senator___, 

State Capitol, Pierre SD 57501] At this writing, bills are 

still being filed, so we do not know just what will be de-

bated. Some action could help families thrive: ÅLimit in-

terest on payday loans, title loans, credit cards.  ÅEnd 

video lottery. ÅStop taxing groceries. (Even a 1% reduc-

tion would provide more help to low-income people, as a 

group, than South Dakota's food tax refund program, 

which reaches only 630 homes in the whole state.) ÅDon't 

allow cities to raise sales tax, which would raise the cost 

of food, heat, and the cost of living in general.  

ÅEncourage better wages for those at the bottom. ÅAllow 

more health coverage for pregnant mothers. 

II. Letters: An important way to work for justice in God's 

world, every year Bread for the World provides materials 

for churches and others to hold letter offerings. This year 

we will urge changes in tax policies to help low-income 

working families make ends meet. 

      Low-income families live on the edge of a financial 

precipice. The car breaking down, a parent laid off from a 

job, a child getting sickðany of these can mean the dif-

ference between having enough food or not. 

     Taxes will be on the agenda in Congress this year. In 

the debate on which taxes to change and which to renew, 

the needs of low-income people could easily be lost. Our 

letters this year will ask Congress to strengthen key tax 

credits that make a big difference for low-income work-

ers and their children. 

     One of these is the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), 

a refundable credit that helps bridge the gap between low

-wage earnings and the costs of basic necessities. It is 

considered by both Democrats and Republicans to be the 

best anti-poverty measure Congress has passed. 

     Materials will be posted soon at  www.bread.org/

OL2010. Other options: Order an Offering of Letters kit, 

1-800-82BREAD, or call the regional office 1-800-3637-

BFW. 

BREAD FOR THE WORLD   

Cathy Brechtelsbauer 

  
III. Some public policies really help but just needs to be ac-

cessed, like the Summer Lunch program. Many children 

who eat meals at school during the school year donôt fare as 

well during summers.  

      Here are some more towns that could provide summer 

lunch free to all children who come to eat (ages 1-18, any 

income). Federal funds reimburse providers. The sites often 

are schools, but sometimes senior nutrition sites or churches. 

You might first talk to local schools and senior centers about 

offering summer lunch for children. Aberdeen, Bonesteel, 

Bowdle, Buffalo, Burke, Colome, Ellsworth AFB, Faith, 

Flandreau, Gayville, Henry, Hill City, Hoven, Kadoka, Ken-

nebec, Interior, Midland, Kimball, Lemmon, Leola, Martin, 

McIntosh, Mobridge, Murdo, Oelrichs, Pierre, Pollock, Por-

cupine, Presho, Ridgeview, Rutland, Scotland, Stickney, 

Summit, Timber Lake, Tripp, Tyndall, Viborg, Watertown, 

Waubay, Whitewood, Willow Lake, Wilmot, Winner. For 

info: 605-773-3110. 

IV. A new Bible/hunger study from Bread for the World 

would be a good study series during Lent, especially this 

year with the gospel of Luke: "Right Relationship ï Justice 

and Righteousness". It is online at http://

www.hungerreport.org/2010/guide. The leader should have 

the 2010 Hunger Report, available online at http://

www.hungerreport.org/2010/  For both in book version, call 

1-800-82BREAD. 

Together we can make a difference in the lives of hungry 

people. 

Cathy Brechtelsbauer, volunteer, SD Coordinator  for 
Bread for the World 
605-335-6222,  ryebread@breadrising.org 

A big thank you to everyone supporting women and children 

in prison. 

Thank you for the pillowcases the beautiful quilts. These are 

big gifts to someone who has nothing and these are ongoing 

needs. Thank you to the ladies that sent checks, so that we 

were able to send treats at Christmas for 200 boys and girls. 

Christmas is such a lonely time and the treats made a big 

difference for them just knowing that someone cares about 

them. I am also in the process of sending volleyball  

equipment to STAR Academy to keep those hands busy.  

 

Jesus calls us to go to the prisons and we are making a dif-

ference one person at a time. A young girl at STAR Acad-

emy just saw to it that she got baptized. God is Good!!! 

     

God Bless You All! 

Sharon Starks, 206 W Maple St., Harrisburg, SD  57501    

224-4140    starks.sharon@hotmail.com  

WOMENS PRISON MINISTRY  

Sharon Starks 



In our literacy lessons we teach reading, writing, and compre-

hension skills as a package. This is a Cloze exercise that we 

might use in helping an adult reader practice writing skills 

while studying a Bible lesson. It's a useful technique that Sun-

day Schools teachers could also adapt. It's fun because there's 

more than one right answer.  

 

CLOZE EXERCISE:  "One Who Calls Us to Follow Him"  

A Roman Catholic priest came to the city of Los Ange-

les.  _____________ church was on a street where there 

____________ many gangs. The gangs fought and sometimes 

___________ each other. The boys in the gangs were 

__________________ afraid and angry.  

 

The priest went out _________________ the streets. He 

talked to the boys ______________  day.  He said, "Leave 

your fighting and _______________________. I love you and 

want to help ______________. Follow me and learn what 

love means."  

 

___________ boys were surprised that the priest was 

_________________ afraid of them. He found them jobs and 

_____________ work. And they began to see that 

__________________ cared about them.  They grew tired of 

___________________ old ways. So the boys listened to the 

_______________. They let him teach them a new 

____________ of life.  One gang member said, "I 

_________________ used to take orders from nobody. But 

_____________ would follow this guy anywhere."  

 

Have you _______________________ met someone that you 

felt you could __________________? Did you ever find any-

one who could ___________________ you how to live?  

 

Four fishermen left ____________________ nets one day to 

follow someone. They _________________ left their families 

and their work to go ______________________ him. They 

had met someone worth following.  _________________ was 

this man? The Bible verses below ____________________ 

tell you.  

 

This exercise was used in a Church Literacy workshop many 

years ago. The above material was either from "Open 

Doors,"  the "Christian Reformed Church Committee on Dis-

abilities," or the CRC's  "Friendship Ministries" program.  

 

Helpful Hints:  If you are working with a new writer, double 

or triple space the story and print a list of the missing words at 

the bottom of the page. There may be more than one right 

answer. That's one reason why this type of exercise is so much 

fun to do. Challenge your advanced students to locate the Bi-

ble verses that would be appropriate for this story.  

 

:-) Sally Hillner, 605-692-5560  

SD WELCA Literacy Chair 

Volume XXIX                                          SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL                                                                 Page 9 

Mark your calendars for upcoming LSS 

events!  Lutheran Social Services of 

South Dakota has several special events 

this spring, and everyone is welcome to 

participate.  In addition to attending or 

participating, volunteers are needed ï 

there are many ways to help.  Six dinner events are scheduled 

throughout the state, including ñA Taste of Culturesò event 

hosted by the Refugee & Immigration Center, and three Get 

Cycôed for SD Kids events (indoor stationary bike-a-thons).  

We hope your unit will prayerfully consider giving a gift to-

wards the dinner events, or in support of any youth and other 

members of your congregation who are participating in the 

Get Cycôed for SD Kids event.  Gifts given to ñA Taste of 

Culturesò will be used to provide basic necessities for newly 

arrived refugees; donations for the Get Cycôed for SD Kids 

will be used to support LSS children and youth services.  To 

donate, sign up, or for more information, please contact Linda 

Jensen, LSS Development Officer at 605-357-0136, 1-800-

568-2401 ext. 136, or at linda.jensen@LssSd.org.   Learn 

more at www.LssSd.org - click on ñNews, Events, & Re-

sourcesò at the top of the home page. 

February 20     Get Cycôed for SD Kids, Sanford Wellness 

Center, Sioux Falls 

February 27      Get Cycôed for SD Kids, Snap Fitness, Ab-

erdeen 

March 6            Get Cycôed for SD Kids, Powershop Gym, 

Brookings 

March 7           Mitchell Area Dinner Benefit, New Home 

Lutheran Church, Mitchell   

April 11          Aberdeen Area Dinner Benefit, Zion Lutheran 

Church, Aberdeen 

April 17           ñA Taste of Culturesò Appetizer Buffet and 

Silent Auction hosted by the Refugee & Immigration Center, 

Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls 

April 18            Sioux Falls/Southeastern SD Dinner Benefit, 

CJ Callaways, Sioux Falls 

April 24           Brookings Area Dinner Benefit, Volstorff 

Ballroom SDSU, Brookings 

April 25           West River Dinner Benefit, Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Rapid City    

 
 

 

 

 

 

LITERACY CHAIRPERSON  

Sally Hillner  

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES  

Linda Jensen 

mailto:linda.jensen@lsssd.org
http://www.lsssd.org/

