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As I am preparing this article for our 
newsletter, I am sure you are in agree-
ment with me that we will be glad when 
the November election is over.  I re-
cently heard a man speaking on en-
couraging everyone to take time to pray 
for Godôs guidance and then vote.  As 
he mentioned, as small children  in 

Kindergarten, we are  taught what is good and what 
is bad .  And as innocent children, we obeyed our 
teachers and parents and lived by those rules. 

As we mature and live independently, we start to forget 
those simple rules we were taught as young children.  
As adults, we need to look in the mirror and ask, ñDo 
we still  live by those rules?   We were taught what 
was good and bad.  Why do we not follow those rules 
now?  The result that most people live by is that they 
like to put the blame on some one else.  Our problems 
in government whether it is county, state or national, 
were caused by our leaders.  We donôt hesitate to have 
our hands out to receive.  Instead, why donôt we put 
our hands out to give?  Remember, as young children 
we were taught to share.  What happened to that men-
tality as adults?  Remember those early teachings 
about what is good and what is bad.  God reminds 

us but do we listen.  

I feel that the recent financial problems and recession 
may be Godôs way to wake each of us up.  We like to 
take life for granted and want  no changes.  If our in-
come decreases and our living costs increase, then we 
like to blame the next guy.  Are we wasteful---Yes!  
Can we do something about these costsðYes! 

At a recent seminar, a speaker who was an attorney, 
who did not want to get into political discussion, sum-
marized it so well.  He stated that there is no money 
problem, but a  confidence problem .  If we get our 
confidence and trust back, we can solve the financial 

concern and the economy will continue to grow. 

In summary, we all need to ask God for his guid-
ance in our daily lives and how we treat our fellow-
men.   After the November elections, let us all make an 
effort to support our new elected officials and remem-
ber to do the good and not the bad.  Our elected offi-
cials are all human beings and cannot not reach the 
goals we expect them to without our support. 

Happy Thanksgiving to each of you and remember 
to take time to thank God for all the many wonder-

ful gifts we have.   

 

 

 

 

 

Come Lord Jesus be our guest, and 

let this food to us be blest. 

Blest be God who is our Bread, may 

all the world to clothed and 

fed.  Amen. 

 We are all involved in harvesting at 

this time of yearé our gardens, maybe buying extra 

produce from the Colonies or grocery stores to put up 

ñvittlesò for the winter, or if we farm, we harvest our 

fields, or maybe we enjoy the harvest by driving by 

and watching the large combines and tractors going 

across the fields bringing in the crops.  Harvest, a 

time to be thankful for our bounty and in our bounty 

it is easy to give thanks to our Heavenly Father for 

the many blessings He gives to us.  

But, as sisters living within Christôs love, we also 

think of and know of othersô that do not have the ne-

cessities of life, much less extra bounty.  And, as sis-

ters in Christ, it is easy to share our bounty through 

our gifts of money, time and talents.  
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During harvest, we especially think of the ELCA 

Hunger Appeal; how far reaching our contributions 

are and how blessed we are to share our bounty. 

 As we enter into the holiday season, may we con-

tinue to pray ñmay all the world be clothed and fedò.  

P.S.      Another way you can be a blessing and be a con-

tributor is to be an officer in the W/ELCA. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It's incredible how time seems to 

move by so quickly.  Since the last 

newsletter:  I've returned to my 

daily teaching routine at Conde; lis-

tened to numerous phone calls from 

my two children as they shared with 

me their joys and concerns as they moved on to the 

next level of their college experiences; restarted LYO 

meetings, am teaching 1st and 2nd grade Sunday 

school, church choir; and gathered the Faulkton Girl 

Scouts together for a new year of adventures. 

    I would like to thank the conference Recorders for 

sending me the much needed lists of unit President 

names and addresses.  I'm waiting for one Confer-

ence's list. 

    Any Conference Recorders who sent partial lists, if 

you would continue to keep sending me updated lists 

as you receive them, that would be great.   

    I'm looking to have a complete, updated directory 

ready in the near future, for distribution. 

    Judy Dovenmuehler, expressed her gratitude for 

making her job of including current WELCA unit in-

formation, into the Synod directory, so much eas-

ier.  She did mention that some of her WELCA infor-

mation was at least two years old and not correct.  

    Updates can be sent to me at;  35338 153rd St.   

Wecota, SD 57438  or heffernan@westtelco.com. 

    Enjoy the wonderful Autumn weather.  

Kathy Heffernan 
 

CELEBRATE BOLD WOMEN½S DAY 
 

Feb. 22, 2009 is Bold Womenôs Day.  See the web 

site www.womenoftheelca.org for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Godôs blessing to you and your fami-

lies this holiday season.  Many units 

will be collecting Thankofferings this 

month.  This is a tradition started in the 

early 1900ôs with small boxes placed in 

the home so that coins could be added 

to mark a special blessing during the 

year.  In my own congregation we no longer use the 

boxes, but still once each year we bring out Thankof-

ferings as a reminder of the many blessings we have 

received throughout the year. 

Did you know that the Thankoffering is the largest 

item of support for the work of our Women of the 

ELCA nationally?  How do they use these funds?  

They support the ministry of the entire organization.  

In my three years as your treasurer I have been so im-

pressed by how conscientiously the funds we remit to 

Chicago are used.  They support networks that nourish 

and sustain synodical leaders that includes training 

sessions for presidents and treasurers of the synodical 

organization.  The publications we receive, the web 

site of the women of the ELCA, the expenses of run-

ning the national office are all funded through our 

Thankofferings.  This budget also supports interna-

tional efforts of the women.  Quoting Linda Post 

Bushkofsky the executive director of the Women of 

the ELCA, ñAs you gather Thankofferings this year, 

know that the churchwide expression of Women of the 

ELCA is deeply grateful for your offering and con-

stantly mindful of being good stewards of your gifts.  

As together we live out our purpose and mission, we 

are all strengthened and supported by our partnership 

with one another.ò 

Thank you again to all the units for your support of 

our South Dakota synodical programs through your 

regular offerings.  Just like the national Women of the 

ELCA we in South Dakota prepare a budget and work 

very hard to use your offerings to the honor and glory 

of God.  They are used for training sessions for your 

conference officers, they allow the synodical officers 

to attend meetings without paying out of pocket ex-

penses, this year we were able to alleviate expenses 

for those traveling to the Triennial convention in Salt 

Lake City, and we also provide support to the ongoing  
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